
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 16, 2026                                                     10:00 am 

                      
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF 
THE SERVICE* 

   
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                            Matt Howard 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                ‘Christians, We Have Met To Worship’                              No. 277                       
                      
CALL TO GATHERING  
Leader: Come and worship, all you who love and serve God, 
ALL: outsiders and insiders, old-timers and new-comers, 
Leader: the young, the old, and the in-between, 
ALL: Come as you are! 
Leader: Come as you are for this is God’s house - a house of prayer for all people, 
ALL: and God welcomes each one who comes. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
*HYMN                                                     ‘Be Thou My Vision’                                                   No. 595 
                
*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE                                                                     
ALL: Merciful God - we confess that, just like Jesus’ disciples, we too sometimes lose 
patience with people who need our help and support. Like the disciples, we find ourselves 
wishing that they would just go away and leave us in peace. 
 
In Your mercy, forgive us. Remind us again of the deep love You showed toward us when we 
were still in need - a love so deep that you came to live among us and live life like we live life. 
 
Show us how to love others as You have loved us. Teach us Your compassion, so that we may 
be Your hands and feet to those in need. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen. 
 
*WORDS OF GRACE 
 
*SUNG RESPONSE                                 ‘Live In Charity’ (twice)                                              No. 523 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                           Dani Kardisco 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE 
 
Matthew 15:10-28  

Things That Defile 

10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11 it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.”   
12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind.[a] 
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, 
“Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do 
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the 
sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles.  
19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
defile.” 

The Canaanite Woman’s Faith 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And 
his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”   
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’[b] table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 

SERMON                                                                                                              Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                                            Sylvia Berry   
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.  
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)  
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2015%3A10-28&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23648a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2015%3A10-28&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23661b


INVITATION TO GENEROSITY  
                  
OFFERTORY                                                        
       
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                    ‘Steal Away’ (vs. 1)                                                     No. 644 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 
*HYMN                                         ‘O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing’                               No. 5   
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                 
       
 
 
 
 
 

Participating In Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

Sylvia Berry, Guest Musician 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 

Dani Kardisco, Faith Formation Director 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

         


