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CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, BROCKTON, MA

August 10, 2025 10:00 am

*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE*

RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Matt Howard

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘Morning Has Broken’ No. 53

CALL TO WORSHIP?

Leader: The Mighty One, God the Holy One, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the
sun to its setting.

ALL: Out of the kin-dom, the perfection of beauty, the splendor of creation, the wonder of
ages, God shines forth.

Leader: The Mighty One, God the Holy One, speaks and calls to the heavens above and to the earth
in order to judge the people justly.

ALL: Out of justice and righteousness, God shines forth.

Leader: The Mighty One, God the Holy One, speaks and receives our thanksgiving, honor, and
praise.

ALL: Out of our witness, worship, and testimony, God shines forth.

GATHERING PRAYER?
A TIME FOR ALL AGES Dani Kardisco
*HYMN ‘Come and Find the Quiet Center’ No. 575

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE?

ALL: O God, our hands are full and stained with the fruit of devastation and despair. We
lament a world filled with genocide and war even as we acknowledge our complicity and
inaction with rampant evil in the world. Too often, we benefit from our neighbor’s suffering
and remain complacent and compliant when the cost of loving our neighbor seems to address
illusions of safety and security. Move us to action. Arm us with hearts bursting with love.
Equip us as agents of the kin-dom’s peace. Assure us that when we seek forgiveness through
our actions as well as our words, your grace will meet us. Amen.

*WORDS OF FORGIVENESS!

*SUNG RESPONSE ‘God Who Stretched The Spangled Heavens’ (vs. 1) No. 651



SCRIPTURE (Luke 12:32-40 & Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16)

Luke 12:32-40

32“Don’t be afraid, little flock, because your Father delights in giving you the kingdom. 33 Sell
your possessions and give to those in need. Make for yourselves wallets that don’t wear out—
a treasure in heaven that never runs out. No thief comes near there, and no moth destroys. 34
Where your treasure is, there your heart will be too.

35 “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps lit. 36 Be like people waiting for their master to
come home from a wedding celebration, who can immediately open the door for him when he
arrives and knocks on the door. 3" Happy are those servants whom the master finds waiting up
when he arrives. | assure you that, when he arrives, he will dress himself to serve, seat them
at the table as honored guests, and wait on them. 38 Happy are those whom he finds alert,
even if he comes at midnight or just before dawn.[&l 39 But know this, if the homeowner had
known what time the thief was coming, he wouldn’t have allowed his home to be broken into. 4°
You also must be ready, because the Human Onel2! js coming at a time when you don’t expect
him.”

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

11 Faith is the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we don’t see. 2 The elders in the
past were approved because they showed faith. 2 By faith we understand that the universe has
been created by a word from God so that the visible came into existence from the invisible.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was going to
receive as an inheritance. He went out without knowing where he was going.

9By faith he lived in the land he had been promised as a stranger. He lived in tents along with
Isaac and Jacob, who were coheirs of the same promise. 1° He was looking forward to a city
that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

11 By faith even Sarah received the ability to have a child, though she herself was barren and
past the age for having children, because she believed that the one who promised was faithful.
12 So descendants were born from one man (and he was as good as dead). They were as
many as the number of the stars in the sky and as countless as the grains of sand on the
seashore. 13 All these people died in faith without receiving the promises, but they saw the
promises from a distance and welcomed them. They confessed that they were strangers and
immigrants on earth. 14 People who say this kind of thing make it clear that they are looking for
a homeland. 1° If they had been thinking about the country that they had left, they would have
had the opportunity to return to it. 16 But at this point in time, they are longing for a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God isn’t ashamed to be called their God—he has
prepared a city for them.

SERMON Pastor Jeffrey Kardisco

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012%3A32-40&version=CEB#fen-CEB-25489a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012%3A32-40&version=CEB#fen-CEB-25491b

Come and Light a Candle...

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY?

OFFERTORY ‘I'm Stepping Out on Your Word’ (Angelou/Green)
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘In The Bulb There Is A Flower’ No. 638

PRAYER OF THANKSVIVING AND DEDICATION?

*HYMN ‘Let There Be Peace On Earth’ No. 677
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE ‘Ceremony For Peace’ (Faber)

Participating In Todays Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Alex Green, Music Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director

1Lindsay, Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. “After Pentecost 9C - August 10.” United Church of Christ Worship Ways, United Church of
Christ, 31 July 2025, www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-9c-august-10/.



Morning Has Broken
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1. Morn-ing has bro -  ken like the first mom - ing.  black-bird has
2. Sweet the rain's new fall  sun-lit From heav - en,  like the first

3. Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing  born of the
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spo - ken like the first  bird, Praise for the sing-ing! Praise for the
dew - fall on the first grass, Praise for the sweet-ness of the wet
one light E-den saw play! Praise with e - la- tion, praise ev-ery
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morp - ing!  Praise for them, spring - ing  fresh from the Word!
gar - den, sprung in com - plete - ness where Cod's feet pass.
morn - ing, God's re-cre - a - o  of the new  dayl
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WORDS: Eleanor Farjeon, 1931 BUMNESSAMN

MUSIC: Gaele melody: arr. Dale Grotenhuis, 14955

Words £ 1957 Elearor Farjeon, ussd by permission of Harald Oher Associates;

arr. & 197 CHO Publicattons

35540



575  Come and Find the Quiet Center
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1. Come and find the qui-et' .cen - ter 'in the crowd-ed life we
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lead, find the = room for hope fo en - ter, find the
pace, God it is who speaks and names us, knows our

pain, let our - loves and fears un - rav - el  cel - e.-
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frame where we. aré  freed: .- clear the cha'- o8 and the
be - ing, -touch-es base, mak - ing. -space with - in . our
brate  the space we  gain: there's a place for deep-est

I"ﬁ}zl : = ::"_F' T Y 3 =
“—p—F I s
I [#]
Dm Am7 Dm Am7 B L p
|
— e : re——
S - g—‘ g% |
ol sy = I T F el
clut - ter, cleat our eyes, that we can see all the
think - ing, lift - ing shades to show . the = sun, rais- ing
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WORDS: Shirley Erena Mureay, 1669 R BEACH SPRING
MUSIC:  Traditional American melody; arr. Jack Schrader . . 87870
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things that real-ly - mat - ter, ‘be at peace and sim-ply be
cour - age when we're shrink - ing, find-ing scope for faith be - gun.
Spir - it's live- ly .schem - ing there is  al-ways room to sparel
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God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 651
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1. God, who stretched the span-gled heav- ens,  in- fi - nite in time and place,

L

I 2, Proud- ly  rise our mod-ern cit - ies, state-ly build-ings, row onrow;

{3 We have ven-tured worlds un-dreamed of since the child-hood of our race;

| "4 As each far ho - ri- zon beck- ons, may it chal-lengeus a-nmew,
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flung the suns in burn-ing ra-diancethrough the si- lent fields of space,
yet their win-dows,blank, un- feel - ing, stare on can- yoned streets be- low,
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| known the ec- sta- sy of wing-ing through un- trav-eled realms of space;
chil - dren of cre - a-tive pur- pose,

serv-ing oth-ers, hon- oring you.

= = — = =

1
gg!!lﬁl...lll;'lh
::j, a I h‘ | _I _‘ j j_j T I | 1 j:l
: T e o L —d—r-‘
we  your chil-dren, in your like-ness, share in-ven- tive powers with  you.
where the lone- ly drift un - no-ticed in the cit-y's ebb and flow,
probed the se-crets of the at- om, yield-ing un - i- mag-ined power,
May our dreams prove rl‘u:h with prom-ise, each en-deav-or well be - gun.
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Great Cre -a - tor, still cre - at - ing,
lost to pur-pose and to mean- ing,
fac - ing wus with life’s de- struc - tion
Great Cre -a - tor, give us guid - ance

show us what we vyet may do.

scarce-ly  car- ing where they go.
or our most bri-um-phant hour
till ourgoels and yours are one.
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WORDS: Catherine Cameron, 1967
BAUSIC:  Willlam Moore, Colinribien Harmony, 1825

Words & 1967 Hape Publisking Co,
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In the Bulb There [s a Flower 638
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1. In  the bulb there iz a flow - er: in the seed, an ap-ple tree;

2. There's a song  in ev-ery si- lence, seek-ing word and mel-o- dy;
3. In our end s our be-gin- ning; in our time, in-fin-i- by
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in  co -coons, a hid-den prom-ise; but-ter- flies will soon be free!
there's & dawn  in ev-ery darleness bring-ing hope o you and me.
in  our doubt there is be- Hev-ing; in our life,  e-ter-ni- by
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In the cold and snow of win- ter there's a spring that waits to be,
From the past will come the fu-ture; what it holds, a mys-ter-y,
In our death, a res-ur-rec- tion; ab the last a wie-to-ry
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WORDS and MUSIC: Matalie Sheath, 1938 FROMISE

= 1985 Hope Publishing Ca J:IH--‘??



677 Let There Be Peace on Earth
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éarth, ‘and Tet it be -"gin with me;
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let  there be peace on earth, the paa-:é that was meanf to  be.
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Let peame be - gin with - me; let  this-be the; mo- ment now,
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* Orriggivind wards: "With God as oar Fabher, brathers all are we: L ek me soalk with sy brodher in perfect harmony, ™

WORDS: Sy Miller and [ill Jackson, 1955 WORLD FEACE
MUSIC: 5y Miller and Jill Jackson, 1955; harm, Charles H. Webb, 1987 -, .- | i Lrr.
& 1955, renewed 1985, Jan-Lee Mus:s
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With  ev- ery seep [ take, let th.ste my sol-emn vow:
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to take each mo-mentand lige gach mo-mént in peace € - ter nal - Iy.
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