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*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE*

RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Jan Howard

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘Womb Of Life, And Source Of Being’ No. 14

CALL TO GATHERING! (Inspired by Psalm 85)

Leader: Righteousness will go before our God; peace makes its path.

ALL: Restore us, O God, and stir anger within for the pain and injustices of the world.
Leader: Righteousness will go before our God; peace makes its path.

All: Revive us, O God, and bring joy to our hearts and a song of praise on our lips.
Leader: Righteousness will go before our God; peace makes its path.

ALL: Redeem us, O God, and call your people back to you in spirit and in truth.

OPENING PRAYER?

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE?

ALL: God Who Reigns in Glory and meets us in need, we seek your forgiveness and
restoration. We drown in a system of debt rather than generosity and common good. May our
obligations not burden us, and may we not burden others when compassion is abundantly
available. We struggle not to encroach on our neighbor’s territory when boundaries are
arbitrary and limiting rather than purposeful and expansive. Help us turn from sin and
temptation as well as guilt and shame when we struggle to live fully in your kin-dom.

*WORDS OF GRACE!
*SUNG RESPONSE ‘Tis The Gift To Be Simple’ No. 568
A TIME FOR ALL AGES Dani Kardisco

HYMN OF PREPARATION ‘Seek Ye First’ No. 354



SCRIPTURE (Genesis 18:20-32 & Luke 11:1-13)
Genesis 18:20-32

20 Then the LORD said, “The cries of injustice from Sodom and Gomorrah are countless, and
their sin is very serious! 21 | will go down now to examine the cries of injustice that have
reached me. Have they really done all this? If not, | want to know.”

22The men turned away and walked toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing in front of
the Lorp.1& 22 Abraham approached and said, “Will you really sweep away the innocent! with
the guilty?cl 24 What if there are fifty innocent people in the city? Will you really sweep it away
and not save the place for the sake of the fifty innocent people in it? 25 It’s not like you to do
this, Killing the innocent with the guilty as if there were no difference. It’s not like you! Will the
judge of all the earth not act justly?”

26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty innocent people in the city of Sodom, | will save it because of
them.”

21 Abraham responded, “Since I've already decided to speak with my Lord, even though I'm
just soil and ash, 22 what if there are five fewer innocent people than fifty? Will you destroy the
whole city over just five?”

The LORD said, “If | find forty-five there, | won’t destroy it.”

29 Once again Abraham spoke, “What if forty are there?”

The LORD said, “For the sake of forty, | will do nothing.”

30 He said, “Don’t be angry with me, my Lord, but let me speak. What if thirty are there?”

The LORD said, “I won't do it if | find thirty there.”

31 Abraham said, “Since I've already decided to speak with my Lord, what if twenty are there?”
The LORD said, “I won’t do it, for the sake of twenty.”

32 Abraham said, “Don’t be angry with me, my Lord, but let me speak just once more. What if
there are ten?”

And the LORD said, “I will not destroy it because of those ten.”

Luke 11:1-13

11 Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said, “Lord,
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

2 Jesus told them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, uphold the holiness of your name.
Bring in your kingdom.
3 Give us the bread we need for today.
4 Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who has wronged us.
And don't lead us into temptation.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2018%3A20-32&version=CEB#fen-CEB-447a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2018%3A20-32&version=CEB#fen-CEB-448b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2018%3A20-32&version=CEB#fen-CEB-448c

5 He also said to them, “Imagine that one of you has a friend and you go to that friend in the
middle of the night. Imagine saying, ‘Friend, loan me three loaves of bread ¢ because a friend
of mine on a journey has arrived and | have nothing to set before him.’ ” Imagine further that he
answers from within the house, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children
and | are in bed. | can’t get up to give you anything.’ 8 | assure you, even if he wouldn’t get up
and help because of his friendship, he will get up and give his friend whatever he needs
because of his friend’s brashness. ° And | tell you: Ask and you will receive. Seek and you will
find. Knock and the door will be opened to you. 19 Everyone who asks, receives. Whoever
seeks, finds. To everyone who knocks, the door is opened.

11 “Which father among you would give a snake to your child if the child asked for a fish? 121f a
child asked for an egg, what father would give the child a scorpion? 12 If you who are evil know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy

Spirit to those who ask him?”

SERMON Pastor Jeffrey Kardisco

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.

Come and Light a Candle...

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY?

OFFERTORY ‘God Bless Our “No” (Traditional/Brown)
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘The God Of Abraham Praise’ (vs. 3) No. 24
PRAYER OF DEDICATION!?

*HYMN ‘Sing Praise To God Who Reigns Above’ No. 6

BENEDICTION



POSTLUDE ‘| Love to Tell the Story’ (Fischer/Shelton)

Participating In Todays Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Alex Green, Music Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director

!Lindsay, Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. “After Pentecost 7C - July 27.” United Church of Christ, Worship Ways: United
Church of Christ, 15 July 2025, www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-7c-july-27/.
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568 'Tis the Gift to Be Simple
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Seek Ye First 354
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The God of Abraham Praise
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WORDS: Daniel ben Judah (14th century); tr, Max Landaberg and Mewton Mann, 1585, all. LECINI
MUSIC: Hebrew melody, transcribed by Meyer Leoni ¢ 1770 6840



Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
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WORDS: Johann ], Schiitz, 1675; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1864, alt. - MIT FEEUDEN ZART
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