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CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, BROCKTON, MA

Pride Sunday

June 29, 2025 10:00 am

*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE*

RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Moriah Park

OPENING PRAYER
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘All are Welcome’ (insert)

CALL TO GATHERING

Leader: We are the body of Christ!

ALL: The hand clapping, toe tapping, heart pumping, mouth tasting, arms embracing
Leader: Justice seeing, hymn singing, love making, bread breaking, risk taking

All: Body of Christ!

Leader: Baptized in one Spirit, we are members of one body.

All: Many and varied in gender, color, sexuality, age, class, and ability, we are members of
Christ’s beautiful body.

Leader: None of us can say to another, “| have no need of you.”

All: For only together can we find wholeness.

Leader: None of us can say to another, “| will not care for you.”

All: For we are connected like muscle and bone. If one suffers, we all suffer. If one rejoices, we
all rejoice!

Leader: Thanks be to God who, in Christ, has made us one.

All: Let us worship God!

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

ALL: Loving God, sometimes we have dishonored ourselves and others in our longing to fit in
and to be accepted. At times we have rejected the individuality of others. Sometimes we have
allowed the pressure to be popular cause for us to bully ourselves and others. Occasionally
we have been silent when we have witnessed people being dishonored because of their truth.
Please change our hearts and help us to love our own humanity and the awesomeness of
other humans. Please help us forgive ourselves for the harsh things that we have said and
thought about ourselves and others. Each person is a unique and beautiful expression of
God’s divine light and love. We confess that we forget this sometimes and pray that you help
us to do better. Starting now.



*WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

*SUNG RESPONSE ‘Amazing Grace’ (v. 1) No. 546
A TIME FOR ALL AGES Dani Kardisco
HYMN OF PREPARATION ‘Swing Low Sweet Chariot’ No. 643
SCRIPTURE

Hebrew Lesson: 2 Kings 2:1-4

Elijah goes to heaven

2 Now the LORD was going to take Elijah up to heaven in a windstorm, and Elijah and Elisha were
leaving Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, because the LORD has sent me to Bethel.”

But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you live, | won’t leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.
3 The group of prophets from Bethel came out to Elisha. These prophets said to Elisha, “Do you know
that the LORD is going to take your master away from you today?”

Elisha said, “Yes, | know. Don’t talk about it!”

4 Elijah said, “Elisha, stay here, because the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”

But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you live, | won’t leave you.” So they went to Jericho.

5 The group of prophets from Jericho approached Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD
is going to take your master away from you today?”

He said, “Yes, | know. Don’t talk about it!”

6 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, because the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”

But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you live, | won’t leave you.” So both of them went on
together. 7 Fifty members from the group of prophets also went along, but they stood at a distance.
Both Elijah and Elisha stood beside the Jordan River. 8 Elijah then took his coat, rolled it up, and hit
the water. Then the water was divided in two! Both of them crossed over on dry ground. 9 When they
had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “What do you want me to do for you before I’'m taken away from
you?”

Elisha said, “Let me have twice your spirit.”

10 Elijah said, “You’ve made a difficult request. If you can see me when I'm taken from you, then it
will be yours. If you don’t see me, it won’t happen.”

11 They were walking along, talking, when suddenly a fiery chariot and fiery horses appeared and
separated the two of them. Then Elijah went to heaven in a windstorm.

12 Elisha was watching, and he cried out, “Oh, my father, my father! Israel’s chariots and its riders!”
When he could no longer see him, Elisha took hold of his clothes and ripped them in two.

Elisha succeeds Elijah

13 Then Elisha picked up the coat that had fallen from Elijah. He went back and stood beside the
banks of the Jordan River. 14 He took the coat that had fallen from Elijah and hit the water. He said,
“‘Where is the LoRD, Elijah’s God?” And when he hit the water, it divided in two! Then Elisha crossed
over.

SERMON Rev. Katrina Clinton



MUSIC FOR REFLECTION

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL FOR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ‘| Heard the Voice of Jesus Say’ (Larson/Bonar)
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘Thank You Lord’ No. 531
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN ‘Renew Your Church’ No. 463
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Participating In Todays Worship Service:
Rev. Katrina Clinton, Guest Pastor
Bob O’Connell, Guest Music Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director
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643 Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
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WORDS: African-Americas spiritual SWING LOW
MUSIC: AfricansAmerican spiritual; arr, B Thomas, 1964 T0EI0E v, refrain

Auorr 88 1BIS Chalice Press
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Thank You, Lord
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1. Thank you, Lord, thank vou,  Lord, thank you,
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Lord, I just want to thank vou, Lord.
good, 1 just want to thank you, Lord.
friend, [ just want to thank you, Lord.
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WORDS:  Traditional Afvican-American song

MUSIC:  Traditional African-American melody; harme | Jeffersen Cleveland and

Verolga Mix, alt.

Harm. @ 1951 The Unived Methodist Publishing House

THANE YOU, LORD
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463 Renew Your Church
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1. Re- new yourchurch,our min-is- tries re-store: both to serve and  a - dore,
2. Teach us your word, re- veal its truth di-vine, on our path let it shine
3. Teach us to pray, for youare ev-er near, your still voice let us hear
4, Teach us to love, with strengthof heart and mind,each and all— hu-man- kind!
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Make us a-gain as salt through-out the land, and as light from a stand.
Tell of yourwarks, yourmight-y acts of grace, from each page show your face
Our souls are rest- less "l they rest in you: Love's de-sign,  ev - er new.
Break down old walls of pre- ju- dice and hate, ]aave us nut o our [ate,
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“Mid som-ber shad- ows of the night, where greed and ha-tred spread theirblight,
As  you have sent yourChrist to save, in love to tri- umph o'er thegrave,
Be - fore your pres-encekeep us  still that we may find for us your will
As  you have loved and giv'n your life  to end hos-til - 1 - by and strife,
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0 send us forth with power en-dued. Help us, God, be re-newed
o let our hearts with love be stirred, help us, God, know your word.
and seek your guid-ance ev-ery day Teach us, God, how to pray.
O share your grace from heav'n a- bove, teach us, God, how to love.

o T . — — T J_% ~— i =
I E——— i S S—— I ! =" I"—

H—E‘—p—p—l——-—' ..... — Ip_

WORDS: Kenneth L. Cober, 1960, alt. ALLT5 WELL
MUSIC:  American folk melody, c. 1840 10 610 6.88.56

Wiords @ 196 [adson Preas



