
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 12, 2025                                                                            10:00 am 
 
                        
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF 
THE SERVICE* 

 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES                                          
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                  Moriah Park  
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                 ‘Sing of God Made Manifest’           No. 176                       
                                                      
CALL TO WORSHIP1  
Leader: Come, beloved of God, to remember who you are and whose you are. 
People: God in Christ, has names us all “Beloved.” 
Leader: Yes, here and now, God’s heaven of love is being poured out answer. 
People: May this motion of the Holy One shape our hearts and minds. 
Leader: May it brighten the Epiphany light in us and the whole creation. 
People: And may it shape our words and work into good news for the world! 
 
OPENING PRAYER1 
 
*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1 (in unison)  
Loving God, let us enter again into Your baptismal river of grace. Let it soak every stain 
attached to the fabric of our lives and longings. Yes, Holy One, submerge us in You again and 
again and again. Cleanse every distracting impulse luring us away from You, who are our 
hearts’ deepest desire. Let nothing be more urgent, or important, than Your forgiving love 
which always transforms. Today, help us to choose You above every temptation that lures us 
to worship lesser things. By Your love forgive us, renew us, and grant us the grace you 
promised in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  
*WORDS OF GRACE1  
                                                                             
*SUNG RESPONSE                              ‘Blessed Assurance’ (vs. 3)           No. 543 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                            Dani Kardisco 
 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION                 ‘What Was Your Vow and Vision’          No. 177 



SCRIPTURE 
 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
15 The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered whether John might be the Christ. 
16 John replied to them all, “I baptize you with water, but the one who is more powerful than me is 
coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17 The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his 
threshing area and bring the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be 
put out.” 
21 When everyone was being baptized, Jesus also was baptized. While he was praying, heaven was 
opened 22 and the Holy Spirit came down on him in bodily form like a dove. And there was a voice 
from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.” 
 
SERMON                   Pastor Jeff Kardisco 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                     Alex Green 
 
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
  
THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS1 
      
OFFERTORY                                ‘Soon I Will Be Done/Wade in the Water’        (Traditional/Albrecht)                                                
                                                                      
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                        ‘Thank You, Lord’ (vs. 1, TWICE)         No. 531     
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION1 
          
*HYMN                                                        ‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus’         No. 585 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                                 ‘O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus’              (Williams/Krug)                                      
            



 
       

Participating In Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

Alex Green, Music Director 
Laura Ramos, Soloist 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 

 
 
 
 

1Long-Higgins, Rev. Dr. David. “Baptism of Christ C- January 12.” United Church of Christ, Worship Ways, 14 
Dec. 2024, www.ucc.org/worship-way/baptism-of-christ-c-january-12/. 

 
 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
        


