
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 29, 2024                                                           10:00 am 
 
                        
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF 
THE SERVICE* 

 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES                                          
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                  Moriah Park  
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                     ‘Hail to the Lord’s Anointed’                                          No. 140 
                                                      
CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Many: We come to celebrate the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior. He is the light that 
guides us and the hope that fills our hearts. 
One: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. Let us worship the King who was 
born in a humble manger, yet reigns forever. 
Many: We bring our praises, O Lord, for You are with us, Emmanuel. We come to offer our 
hearts in love and gratitude. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE (in unison)  
Gracious and Loving God, we gather before You on this holy day, still in awe of the mystery 
and wonder of the birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Yet, we confess that at times we allow the 
busyness and distractions of life to dim the light of Your presence. We get lost in the tumult of 
this world and forget the miracle of Your love that came to us in the form of a tiny baby. We 
ask for Your grace to transform us. We open our hearts to the new life You offer, the life that 
comes through faith, hope, and love. 
  
*WORDS OF GRACE 
                                                                             
*SUNG RESPONSE                    ‘Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming’ (v.4)                             No. 136  
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES 
 



*HYMN OF PREPARATION             ‘It Came Upon the Midnight Clear’                                   No. 153                           
                              
SCRIPTURE  

Matthew 2:13-23 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
son.” 

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and 
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to 
the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 

    wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, 
and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place 
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
               

SERMON                                     Keeping Herod in Christmas                       Rev. Ray Medeiros 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                    Sylvia Berry 

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 

 
Come and Light a Candle… 

 

 
 
 



PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
      
OFFERTORY                               Sylvia Berry                                                    
 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                       ‘What Child Is This’ (vs 3)            No. 162        
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
          
*HYMN                                                        ‘There’s a Song in the Air’             No. 159                                                                                           
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                                ‘Good King Wenceslas’                 arranged by Sylvia Berry                  
            
 
  
       

Participating In Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Ray Medeiros, Guest Pastor 
Sylvia Berry, Guest Music Director 

Laura Ramos, Soloist 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



       









 


