
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 27, 2024                                                                  10:00 am 
 
                        
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF 
THE SERVICE* 

 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 2024 

On October 31st, 1517 (as the story goes) Martin Luther nailed his “Ninety-Five Theses” on the door 
of the All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg as a protest against the selling of indulgences (forgiveness of 

sins) by the Catholic Church - the church he served as a priest. While Martin Luther originally saw the 
posting of his Ninety-Five Theses simply as a public, scholarly, objection to church practices it is 

widely agreed by scholars of church history to be the start of the Protestant Reformation. As 
Protestant Christians (meaning not Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox) Martin Luther’s role in 
church history is part of our foundation and heritage, and it has given birth to a wide diversity of 

Christian thought and practice throughout the world in the 500+ years since. As Luther protested the 
selling of indulgences by the church his core theological conviction, and the seed of all Protestantism, 

became clear - God’s grace is God’s alone to give, and God’s grace can’t be earned or bought 
because it’s already freely offered to every person through God’s Spirit. Today as we celebrate in 

worship we will lean into that theological conviction, because here at Christ Congregational Church 
UCC no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here! 

 
 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES                                          
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Matt Howard  
                                     
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                   ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our God’            No. 65 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP1   
Leader: Our help is in the name of God, 
ALL: who made heaven and earth. 
Leader: We will give thanks to you, O God, with our whole heart; we will tell of all your wonderful 
deeds. 
ALL: We will be glad and exult in you; we will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
 
 
 
 



OPENING PRAYER1   
Leader: God of all ages - we thank you for the faithful witness of your apostles, prophets, and martyrs 
throughout the history of your church and throughout the world even today. 
ALL: Through their witness we see and hear your truth. 
Leader: We bless you for all who bless your name through their writing, speaking, art, and music. 
ALL: Through their work we glimpse your beauty. 
Leader: We praise you for all who serve you without recognition or honor, offering encouragement to 
the lonely, the sick, and the fearful. 
ALL: Through their lives we see your faithfulness and sense your comfort. 
Leader: Now we pray that you will use even us to reflect the glory we see in Christ. May the voices of 
all your saints, made holy in Christ, swell in joyous praise to you, the giver of all good gifts, through 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
ALL: Amen. 
 
*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1 (in unison)  
Merciful God, we come before you, burdened by brokenness. We see so many needs in our 
communities, and in our world! Too often we ignore, or fail to hear, the cry of the stranger in 
need. Too often we are blinded - by prejudice, busyness, and apathy. We disregard the rights 
of those who are hurting. Fear and disgust can make us turn our backs on those you want us 
to get close to. 
 

*SILENT REFLECTION* 
 
Jesus, your grace includes all, and by your presence we are reconciled to one another. We 
rejoice in the chance to begin again, re-formed into a caring communion, that through your 
Spirit we will be the builders of hope and healing. Amen. 
 
*WORDS OF GRACE 
 
*SUNG RESPONSE                          ‘Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven’ (vs. 1)           No. 23 
 
TIME FOR ALL AGES                 Dani Kardisco 
              
HYMN OF PREPARATION                           ‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness’                      No. 86 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Luke 19:1-10  

19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through town. 2 A man there named Zacchaeus, a 
ruler among tax collectors, was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but, being a short 
man, he couldn’t because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed up a sycamore tree so 
he could see Jesus, who was about to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to that spot, he 
looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down at once. I must stay in your home today.” 6 So 
Zacchaeus came down at once, happy to welcome Jesus. 

7 Everyone who saw this grumbled, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my possessions to the 
poor. And if I have cheated anyone, I repay them four times as much.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this household because he too is a son of 
Abraham. 10 The Human One[a] came to seek and save the lost.”    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2019%3A1-10&version=CEB#fen-CEB-25732a


SERMON                                                            Pastor Jeff Kardisco 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                     Jenn Scott 
           
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
      
OFFERTORY                                               ‘O Sing to the Lord’                                           Jenn Scott                                                                              
 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                      ‘To God Be the Glory’ (vs 3)            No. 72 
         
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)  
God who invites us, no matter who we are, we are thankful for the abundance you have given 
us. Please accept these gifts as a portion of the life you have given us. Bless them, and may 
they be used to help others to realize your love and grace as well. Amen. 
 
*HYMN                                                    ‘O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’                       No. 5 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                 ‘Awake, the Voice Commands’     (Wachet Auf, Ruft uns die Stimme)     

          Johann Sebastian Bach 
              
       

Participating In Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

Jenn Scott, Guest Music Director 
Laura Ramos, Soloist 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 

 
1Unknown, Author. “Reformation Sunday 2024 Liturgy.” WCRC, World Communion of Reformed Churches, 
wcrc.eu/resource/reformation-sunday-2024-liturgy/. Accessed 23 Oct. 2024.  



 



 



 



 

 



 


