
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 7, 2024                                                                           10:00 am 
 
                        
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE 
SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES                                          
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Moriah Park 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN               ‘Spirit, Come, Dispel Our Sadness’                              No. 253 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP1      
Leader: As we join in worship this day, we might feel like the disciples, overwhelmed by grief. After 
all, the state of the world is so uncertain now. 
Many: But our resurrected Christ comes to us, saying, “Peace be with you.” 
Leader: We might feel like Thomas, looking for physical signs that the unbelievable could be true. 
After all, nothing like this has ever happened before. 
Many: But our resurrected Christ comes to us, saying, “Here are the marks on my body.” 
Leader: Can we really believe that Jesus is here again? 
Many: Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on us. Christ’s peace is with us. We don’t need to be 
afraid. 
Leader: Our resurrected Christ calls us to worship, and we receive the peace of Christ. 
Many: Let us worship with joy! Alleluia! 
 
OPENING PRAYER1                                  
                                     
*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1 
 

ALL: God, we confess that we too might be like Thomas. As we are overwhelmed by the 
world’s grief, it’s natural for us to be cynical. It’s hard to believe that hope is possible when 
hope is hard to find. But when we stop believing in hope, we also stop believing liberation can 
be possible. When we stop working to tear down injustice and discrimination, we stop others 
from experiencing the peace we have found in you. Forgive our unbelief, calm our fears, and 
help us be instruments of your peace. Amen. 
 
 
 



*WORDS OF GRACE1   
Leader: Beloved, Jesus comes to us with grace, telling us we can believe. Because we believe, we 
can also be empowered to do the work of justice. Yes, the world is heavy. No, the work will never be 
done. But because we know Christ’s peace, we can share it with others. 
 
People: We believe in the grace and peace of Christ. We are forgiven. Alleluia! 
 
*SUNG RESPONSE                 ‘Breathe on Me, Breath of God’ (vs. 1&2)                   No. 254 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                  
 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION                       ‘Spirit of the Living God’           No. 259 
 
SCRIPTURE  
 
John 20:19-31  
Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when 
they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with 
that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins 
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Jesus Appears to Thomas 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” 

The Purpose of John’s Gospel 

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 
book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 



SERMON                              Pastor Jeff Kardisco                                                                                                     
                        
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                               Alex Green    
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
                                                            
CALL FOR OFFERINGS1 
  
OFFERTORY                                                     ‘En prière’                           Fauré 
                                                     
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE              ‘Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service’ (vs 4)        No. 461 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION1  

                            

                                           SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

*At Christ Congregational Church we serve communion at an open table, which means 
ALL are welcome to participate. This means a few things: 

1. None of the cups for communion contain wine. 
2. People of all ages are welcome to receive communion. 
3. People of all faiths are welcome to receive communion. 

4. People of all gender identities and sexual orientations are welcome to receive 
communion. 

5. The communion table belongs to God, not to this church, and it is God who invites you 
to eat and be nourished. 



INVITATION   
 
PRAYER OF PRAISE  
Leader: God be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
ALL: We lift them to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
ALL: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Leader: Let us pray. Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation and the gift of life, and for your 
abiding love which brings us close to you - the source of all blessing.  
 

With the faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name… 
 
ALL: Holy holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory, O God 
Most High. 
                  
REMEMBERING THE STORY & PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
we may be united with Christ and with one another, and we may continue faithful in all things. 
 

ALL: In the strength Christ gives us, we offer ourselves to you, eternal God, and give thanks 
that you have called us to serve you. Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE POURING OF THE CUP  
Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ. 
 
Through the cup of blessing we participate in the new life Christ gives. 
 
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS  
*Today’s communion will be served with members of the congregation coming forward to receive the 
elements at the table. We invite you to proceed down the center aisle when dismissed by a Deacon, 
receive the bread and consume it, then receive a cup and consume it, and leave your cup with the 
Deacon holding a tray as you return to your seat by the side aisles. Those who may have trouble 
coming forward to receive communion can let a member of our Deacons team know and we will be 
happy to bring the elements to you in your seat.* 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (together)  
ALL: We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of 
Christ and have received all Christ’s gifts. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one 
another, and let us show forth your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN                                   ‘Go, My Children, with My Blessing’                              No. 431 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                                ‘Walk on Tears’                                                 Alex Green 
  
       
                                          
 



 
 

 
Participating In Today’s Worship Service: 

Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 
Alex Green, Music Director 
Susannah Thornton, Soloist 

Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 

 
 
 

1Nault, Rev. Jacob. “Easter 2b – April 7.” United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, 21 Mar. 2024, 
www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-2b-april-7/. 

 

 

 



     

 



 



 



 

 



 

 
 


