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And then Jesus Said,

February 18, 2024 10:00 am

*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE
SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE*

RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Moriah Park
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘Come and Find the Quiet Center’ No. 575

CALL TO WORSHIP?

Leader: Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, following Jesus wherever he leads us.
People: Lent calls us to journey - to the place where God covenants with us, to receive the
new names we are given.

Leader: Lent calls us to worship together, to tell future generations the good news.

People: Lent calls us to practice justice, to bring God’s hope to all people.

Leader: Lent calls us to faithful living, to trust the One who gives us life.

People: Lent calls each of us to take up our cross, to trust the One who bears it with us.
Leader: Lent calls us to journey with God.

People: Let us worship God, who walks with us, this and every day.

OPENING PRAYER?

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE?

Leader: You are only as far away as the sound of our whispers will travel, O God, yet we so often
struggle to speak with you intimately. We make small talk sometimes, thanking you for sun and rain,
for gentle breezes and low humidity. Though we may be grateful, we know that chatting about the
weather is something we do with casual acquaintances and even strangers.

People” Hear our purposeful prayers, O God.



Leader: We maintain substantial vocabularies - collections of words we use for term papers and
interoffice memos and even for bantering with our friends. But do we use them to deepen the
conversations we have with you?

People: Hear our purposeful prayers, O God.

Leader: Forgive us when we are shallow, seeking a quick blessing or a fast favor from you without
being willing to invest fully in a trusting, committed relationship with you. Forgive us when we are
one-sided, asking always for mercy and compassion, but not returning the same.

People: Hear our purposeful prayers, O God.

Leader: Forgive us when we approach you begging for guidance and direction, but then neglecting to
follow your instructions. Forgive us when we cry out with our pressing questions, but then stop
listening for your answers.

People: Hear our purposeful prayers, O God.

Leader: May we have another chance to appreciate the fullness of your love? May we try, once again,
to shed our self-interest and find joy in serving your interests?

People: Hear our purposeful prayers, O God. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE!

Friends, God does indeed hear our prayers - big and small - and God always seeks a deeper
relationship with each one of us. Let us lean into that truth and pray for that deeper relationship to be
felt in both our hearts, and in our very spirit. Thanks be to God. Amen.

*SUNG RESPONSE ‘O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee’ (vs. 4) No. 602
A TIME FOR ALL AGES Dani Kardisco
*HYMN OF PREPARATION ‘I Need Thee Every Hour’ No. 578
SCRIPTURE

Matthew 6:5-13

5“When you pray, don’t be like hypocrites. They love to pray standing in the synagogues and
on the street corners so that people will see them. | assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll
get. 6 But when you pray, go to your room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is
present in that secret place. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will reward you.

"“When you pray, don’t pour out a flood of empty words, as the Gentiles do. They think that by
saying many words they’ll be heard.  Don'’t be like them, because your Father knows what you
need before you ask. ° Pray like this:

Our Father who is in heaven,

uphold the holiness of your name.

10 Bring in your kingdom

so that your will is done on earth as it’s done in heaven.
11 Give us the bread we need for today.

12 Forgive us for the ways we have wronged you,

just as we also forgive those who have wronged us.

13 And don’t lead us into temptation,

but rescue us from the evil one.

SERMON Pastor Jeff Kardisco



MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Alex Green

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.

Come and Light a Candle...

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL FOR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ‘God So Loved the World’ (Stainer)
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘Jesu, Jesu’ (Refrain and vs. 5) No. 600

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN ‘Standing in the Need of Prayer’ No. 579
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE ‘In My Life’ (Lord, Be Glorified) (Kilpatrick)

Participating In Today’s Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Alex Green, Music Director
Susannah Thornton, Soloist
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter
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Lent. A journey to the cross and beyond

Purple is the color for Lent. The color is associated with royalty and reminds us of the upside
down world of Jesus who was mocked with a crown of thorns and a purple robe as he was
tried for insurrection in the Roman Court. The sign at the cross named him the King of the
Jews. His sentence was crucifixion. But we know that was not the end of the story. Followers
of Jesus, the Christ, acknowledge him as Lord of God’s New Kingdom to be established with
Christ as the head of the church. Now we understand the purple to signify penitence and
preparation as we make the journey with Jesus. The side panels depict the world ready to
birth new beauty as it turns to Spring for us in this hemisphere once again.
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579  Standing in the Need of Prayer
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1. Not my broth - er not my sis - ter, but it's
2, Not  the preach - er, not the teach - er but it's.
3. Not my fa - ther, not my moth - er, but it's
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me, - O Lon:l, stand- ing in the need of prayer.
me, O Lord, stand- ing in the need of prayer.
me, O Loxd, stand- ing in the need of prayer.
me, O , stand- ing in  the need of prayer.
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Mot my broth - er, mnot my sis - ter, but it's
Mot the preach - er, not the teach - er, but it's
Mot my fa - ther, not my moth er, but it's
Mot the strang - e not my neigh - bor, but it's
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me, O Lord, stand - ing in  the need of prayer.
me, O Loxd, stand - ing in  the need of prayer.
me, O Lord, stand - ing in  the need of prayer
me, O Lord, stand - ing in  the need of prayer
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