P

CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UMITED CHURCH OF CHRIST. BROCKTOM, MA

10:00 am

January 28, 2024

*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE
SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE*

RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Moriah Park
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘Amazing Grace’ No.546

CALL TO WORSHIP?

Leader: God comes into a world filled with uncertainties and darkness.
People: God seeks out the voids of belief and conviction.

Leader: God embraces the wounded and broken.

People: God knocks down the walls of division and strife.

Leader: God is the candle shining in the darkness of our days.
People: God is the light of our lives.

Leader: God is the one who makes all things new.

People: Praise be to God, now and forevermore!

OPENING PRAYER?

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE?

ALL: Gracious and Merciful God, maker of covenant, faithful and just, we examine our lives in
light of your righteousness which endures forever. You give us commandments, raise up
prophets among us from among our own people. You speak to us, and ask us to become
accountable. Yet often we ignore your ways and disdain your works. We close ourselves to
your prophets and to the suffering in our world. Forgive us and renew us, that we may walk in
faithfulness to you today, tomorrow, and all days. Amen.

*WORDS OF FORGIVENESS?

Leader: God'’s righteousness endures forever, and God is mindful of God’s covenant with us. The
promises of God’s covenant of grace assure us that this day and all days we can walk in renewed
faithfulness, as we witness goods works, and follow God’s call.

All: thanks be to God, whose righteousness endures forever!

*MUSICAL RESPONSE ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty’ (vs. 5) No. 25



A TIME FOR ALL AGES Dani Kardisco
HYMN OF PREPARATION ‘There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy’ No. 73

SCRIPTURE

Mark 1:21-28

21 Jesus and his followers went into Capernaum. Immediately on the Sabbath Jesus entered
the synagogue and started teaching. ?*> The people were amazed by his teaching, for he was
teaching them with authority, not like the legal experts. 22 Suddenly, there in the synagogue, a
person with an evil spirit screamed, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? | know who you are. You are the holy one from God.”

25“Silence!” Jesus said, speaking harshly to the demon. “Come out of him!” 26 The unclean
spirit shook him and screamed, then it came out.

27 Everyone was shaken and questioned among themselves, “What'’s this? A new teaching
with authority! He even commands unclean spirits and they obey him!” 28 Right away the news
about him spread throughout the entire region of Galilee.

SERMON Pastor Jeff Kardisco

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Alex Green

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.

Come and Light a Candle...

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)

Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL FOR OFFERINGS?
OFFERTORY ‘Kumbaya’ Traditional/Sjolund.

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘My Shepherd, You Supply My Need’ (vs. 1) No. 80



PRAYER OF DEDICATION?

HYMN ‘I Love to Tell the Story’ No. 480
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE ‘Revive Us Again’ Mackay/Husband

Participating In Today’s Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Alex Green, Music Director
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter

Perry, Peter K. “Call to Worship & Prayer: Epiphany 4B.” Call to Worship & Prayer: Epiphany 4B, 29 Jan. 2012, re-
worship.blogspot.com/2012/01/call-to-worship-prayer-epiphany-4b.html.

2Unknown. “Epiphany 4B - January 28.” United Church of Christ, 16 Jan. 2024, www.ucc.org/worship-
way/epiphany-4b-january-28-2/.
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Harm, @ 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House
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I Love to Tell the Story 480
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