
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2023                                                                                10:00 am 
                        
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE 
SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 
 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES                                          
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Moriah Park 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                         ‘Comfort, Comfort You My People’                   No. 122 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP1        
One: Children of God, come together for worship. 
All: Love draws us into community with praise. 
One: What kind of love draws God’s people together? 
All: Love of all colors and kinds, like a rainbow. 
One: How shall we love in Christian community? 
All: We love one another like God loves us. 
One: How shall we worship God together in love? 
All: Let us worship together in mind, body, and spirit! 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING1    
 
*MUSICAL RESPONSE             ‘One Candle is Lit’ (vs.4)                                         No. 128 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                 Dani Kardisco 
                                           
PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1  

ALL: Loving God, we confess love does not always come easily to us. Sometimes it is easier 
to ignore, judge, or even hate others. We confess we have made unloving choices toward our 
fellow human beings, both near and far away. Forgive us, God, and convict our hearts so we 
might grow our capacity to love one another according to the way of Jesus. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF GRACE1 

 
 



*PASSING OF THE PEACE1   
*The passing of the peace is a theologically significant portion of Christian worship. Once we have 
received Christ’s peace we, as Christ’s disciples, must share that same peace with the world. Please 
take this time to do just that, share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you in the sanctuary. 
Some may choose to shake hands, others may want to hug, and still others may want to remain 
distanced with their arms crossed over their chest or holding their hands up in a “peace sign”. 
However you choose to share Christ’s peace in this moment do so with love for God and God’s 
children in your heart.* 
 
Leader: Love inspires us to seek peace with ourselves and our neighbors, reminding us to resolve 
conflict with integrity. May the peace of Christ be with you. 
 
ALL: And also with you. 
 
*HYMN                                     ‘Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence’                              No. 124  
                                                                                                
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION1  
 
SCRIPTURE  
 
Luke 1:39-46   
39 Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands. 40 She entered Zechariah’s home and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 With a loud voice she blurted out, “God has blessed you 
above all women, and he has blessed the child you carry. 43 Why do I have this honor, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for 
joy. 45 Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he made to her.” 
46 Mary said, “With all my heart I glorify the Lord!” 
 
SERMON                       
Pastor Jeff     
                           
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                               Alex Green    
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

            
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 
 



  
THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
                                                            
CALL FOR OFFERINGS1 
 
OFFERTORY                                                          ‘Come, See’                                                Schram                                  
               
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                      ‘Come, O Long Expected Jesus’                             No. 125.       
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION1   
 
AFFIRMATION OF LOVE1  
Leader: Siblings in Christ, let us proclaim the love of our faith. What is the greatest commandment in 
the law? 
All: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
Leader: What is the second greatest commandment in the law? 
All: The second is like the first: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
Leader: What is the essence of Christlike love? 
All: Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 
Leader: It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; 
All: It does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 
Leader: It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
All: Love never ends. And now faith, hope, and love remain. 
Leader: And the greatest of these is love. 
All: This is the love of our faith. 
                   
*RECESSIONAL HYMN               ‘It Came Upon the Midnight Clear’                   No. 153 
 
BENEDICTION1 
 
POSTLUDE                                            Vom himmel hoch, da komm’ ich her  

        (“From Heaven Above I Come to Earth”)  by J. Walther 
                                                                            
                                                                                                       
                                          

 
Participating In Today’s Worship Service: 

Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 
Alex Green, Music Director 

Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 

 
 

1Meisenheimer, Amanda. “Now in Flesh Appearing: Advent Worship Liturgy Set.” Illustrated Ministry 
LLC., 2022. 



 
 
 

 



   







 

            
      


