
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2023                                                    7:00 pm 
                        
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE 
SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 
 
 
GATHERING MUSIC/PRELUDE (Begins at 6:30 PM, leads into prelude to start worship) 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                         ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful’                               No. 148 
 
CHRISTMAS WELCOME                       Pastor Jeff 
 
HYMN                                                      ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’                              No. 144 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP1        
Leader: Friends and family, siblings in Christ, come and hear the good news! 
All: The one who was promised will be born this night, a savior born as a human to live among 
us! 
Leader: Angels proclaim the glory of God, the merciful one who sent us God’s Son. 
All: A gift from heaven, sent from God, yet born as a human to show us the way! 
Leader: Shepherds shout and dance for joy, for the Prince of Peace is alive and well. 
All: A baby wrapped in cloths, lying in a manger, born as a human to understand our 
suffering! 
Leader: Mary ponders these things in her heart, imagining his life and calling. 
All: Immanuel, God with us, yet breathing and sleeping, laughing and crying, born as a human 
to seek and save the lost. 
Leader: Friends and family, siblings in Christ, come and hear the good news! 
All: Jesus Christ is born. Come, let us worship! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
HYMN                                                          ‘Away in a Manger’                                         No. 147 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING1    
 
*MUSICAL RESPONSE             ‘One Candle is Lit’ (vs.5)                                         No. 128 
 
 



SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE1   
Leader: When we gather, God is with us. And when God is with us, peace dwells among us. May the 
peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL: And also with you. 
Leader: Speak a word of peace to your neighbor, to your family members, to a stranger, to anyone 
who is in close proximity to you! Take a moment now to share a sign of Christ’s peace with those 
around you and those worshiping with us online. 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                 
 
*HYMN                           ‘Go, Tell it on the Mountain’           No. 167 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                        
                                                                                            
SCRIPTURE  
 
Isaiah 52:7-10 (Common English Bible): 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of a messenger 
    who proclaims peace, 
    who brings good news, 
    who proclaims salvation, 
    who says to Zion, “Your God rules!” 
8 Listen! Your lookouts lift their voice; 
    they sing out together! 
    Right before their eyes they see the LORD returning to Zion. 

9 Break into song together, you ruins of Jerusalem! 
The LORD has comforted his people and has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm in view of all the nations; 
    all the ends of the earth have seen our God’s victory. 

CHANCEL RINGERS                      ‘Christmas Joy’                                      by Cynthia Dobrinski  
 

Luke 2:1-20 (Common English Bible):  
2 In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be 
enrolled in the tax lists. 2 This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. 3 

Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. 4 Since Joseph belonged to David’s house 
and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called 
Bethlehem, in Judea. 5 He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in 
marriage and who was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her 
baby. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom. 

8 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. 9 The Lord’s angel 
stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified. 

10 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for 
all people. 11 Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. 12 This is a sign for 
you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.”                                



13 Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They 
said, 14 “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.” 

15 When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now 
to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” 16 

They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 17 When they 
saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. 18 Everyone who heard it was 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 Mary committed these things to memory and 
considered them carefully. 20 The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told. 

 
HOMILY                      Pastor Jeff  
 
CHOIR ANTHEM                ‘Angels from the Realms of Glory’                          by Jay Rouse    
                           
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 
*HYMN                                             ‘The First Noel’                                          No. 151 
                                                            
CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
                                                
OFFERTORY ANTHEM              ‘Wexford Carol’                                    by Elaine Hagenberg. 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘Angels We Have Heard On High’                                         No. 155 
      
PRAYER OF DEDICATION1   
 

 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
REMEMBERING THE STORY 
At Jesus’ birth he was sent to the stable, for there was not enough space in the guest room for him. 
 
But that was not the end - and so we proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
 
ALL: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again! 

   
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION & THE PRAYER OF JESUS   
All: Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 



BREAKING OF THE BREAD & POURING THE CUP  
In the broken bread we participate in the Body of Christ. 

 
In the cup poured out we receive the new life that Christ gives 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC                           ‘O Holy Night’ 
                                       
SHARING THE ELEMENTS  
*Communion will be shared in the pews. If you haven’t received a pre-packaged cup with the 
communion elements in it before the service please see a member of the Deacons to receive one. If 
you are worshiping at home please be sure to have your own bread and cup prepared for the time 
when we partake together as one body.* 
 
*ALL CUPS FOR COMMUNION CONTAIN JUICE ONLY* 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
ALL: Loving Provider, you fed us with the bread of life and the cup of blessing. To you be all 
glory for your feast never ends, and the table is never too crowded for one more soul. As we 
have remembered Jesus together, inspire us to remember Jesus as we go forth today. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE LIGHT1    
*We will move into a large circle around the edge of the sanctuary. Once we’re in place, we will pass 
the light of the candles, starting with the pastor lighting his candle from the Christ Candle. We ask that 
everyone be careful with the candles, and we also offer battery operated candles for those who prefer 
it. As the light passes please tip the unlit candle to the candle that is lit in order to receive the light. 
The choir will sing Silent Night, Pastor Jeff will lead us in a benediction, and then we will extinguish 
our candles. 
                   
HYMN                                                 ‘Silent Night’                                                    No. 145  
 
BENEDICTION1 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                        ‘Joy to the World’                                                    No. 143 
 
POSTLUDE                 Little Partita on “Wie schoen leuchtet der Morgenstern”            by J. Woodman                                              
                                                         
                                          

 
Participating In Today’s Worship Service: 

Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 
Alex Green, Music Director 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
 
 

1Meisenheimer, Amanda. “Now in Flesh Appearing: Advent Worship Liturgy Set.” Illustrated Ministry 
LLC., 2022. 
 

 
 



 

 



 



 



     



          



      

 



 

 



 



 


