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*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE
SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE*

December 24, 2023 %

GATHERING MUSIC/PRELUDE (Begins at 6:30 PM, leads into prelude to start worship)

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful’ No. 148
CHRISTMAS WELCOME Pastor Jeff
HYMN ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ No. 144

CALL TO WORSHIP?

Leader: Friends and family, siblings in Christ, come and hear the good news!

All: The one who was promised will be born this night, a savior born as a human to live among
us!

Leader: Angels proclaim the glory of God, the merciful one who sent us God’s Son.

All: A gift from heaven, sent from God, yet born as a human to show us the way!

Leader: Shepherds shout and dance for joy, for the Prince of Peace is alive and well.

All: A baby wrapped in cloths, lying in a manger, born as a human to understand our
suffering!

Leader: Mary ponders these things in her heart, imagining his life and calling.

All: Immanuel, God with us, yet breathing and sleeping, laughing and crying, born as a human
to seek and save the lost.

Leader: Friends and family, siblings in Christ, come and hear the good news!

All: Jesus Christ is born. Come, let us worship!

OPENING PRAYER
HYMN ‘Away in a Manger’ No. 147
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING!

*MUSICAL RESPONSE ‘One Candle is Lit’ (vs.5) No. 128



SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE!

Leader: When we gather, God is with us. And when God is with us, peace dwells among us. May the
peace of Christ be with you all.

ALL: And also with you.

Leader: Speak a word of peace to your neighbor, to your family members, to a stranger, to anyone
who is in close proximity to you! Take a moment now to share a sign of Christ’s peace with those
around you and those worshiping with us online.

A TIME FOR ALL AGES
*HYMN ‘Go, Tell it on the Mountain’ No. 167
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 52:7-10 (Common English Bible):

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of a messenger
who proclaims peace,
who brings good news,
who proclaims salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God rules!”
8 Listen! Your lookouts lift their voice;
they sing out together!
Right before their eyes they see the LORD returning to Zion.

9 Break into song together, you ruins of Jerusalem!
The LORD has comforted his people and has redeemed Jerusalem.
10The LorD has bared his holy arm in view of all the nations;

all the ends of the earth have seen our God’s victory.

CHANCEL RINGERS ‘Christmas Joy’ by Cynthia Dobrinski

Luke 2:1-20 (Common English Bible):

2 In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be
enrolled in the tax lists. 2 This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. 3
Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. 4 Since Joseph belonged to David’'s house
and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called
Bethlehem, in Judea. ® He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in
marriage and who was pregnant. 8 While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her
baby. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.

8 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. ®° The Lord’s angel
stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.

10The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! | bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for
all people. 11 Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. 12 This is a sign for
you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.”



13 Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They
said, **“Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”

15When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now
to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” 16
They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. " When they
saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. 8 Everyone who heard it was
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 1° Mary committed these things to memory and
considered them carefully. ?° The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told.

HOMILY Pastor Jeff
CHOIR ANTHEM ‘Angels from the Realms of Glory’ by Jay Rouse
CHRISTMAS PRAYER

*HYMN ‘The First Noel’ No. 151
CALL FOR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ANTHEM ‘Wexford Carol’ by Elaine Hagenberg.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘Angels We Have Heard On High’ No. 155

PRAYER OF DEDICATION!

Chyistos

Sive

® e P

Communion

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

REMEMBERING THE STORY
At Jesus’ birth he was sent to the stable, for there was not enough space in the guest room for him.

But that was not the end - and so we proclaim the mystery of our faith.

ALL: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again!

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION & THE PRAYER OF JESUS

All: Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



BREAKING OF THE BREAD & POURING THE CUP
In the broken bread we participate in the Body of Christ.

In the cup poured out we receive the new life that Christ gives
COMMUNION MUSIC ‘O Holy Night’

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

*Communion will be shared in the pews. If you haven't received a pre-packaged cup with the
communion elements in it before the service please see a member of the Deacons to receive one. If
you are worshiping at home please be sure to have your own bread and cup prepared for the time
when we partake together as one body.*

*ALL CUPS FOR COMMUNION CONTAIN JUICE ONLY*

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

ALL: Loving Provider, you fed us with the bread of life and the cup of blessing. To you be all
glory for your feast never ends, and the table is never too crowded for one more soul. As we
have remembered Jesus together, inspire us to remember Jesus as we go forth today. Amen.

SHARING THE LIGHT?

*We will move into a large circle around the edge of the sanctuary. Once we’re in place, we will pass
the light of the candles, starting with the pastor lighting his candle from the Christ Candle. We ask that
everyone be careful with the candles, and we also offer battery operated candles for those who prefer
it. As the light passes please tip the unlit candle to the candle that is lit in order to receive the light.
The choir will sing Silent Night, Pastor Jeff will lead us in a benediction, and then we will extinguish
our candles.

HYMN ‘Silent Night’ No. 145
BENEDICTION?
*CLOSING HYMN ‘Joy to the World’ No. 143

POSTLUDE Little Partita on “Wie schoen leuchtet der Morgenstern” by J. Woodman

Participating In Today’s Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Alex Green, Music Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter

Meisenheimer, Amanda. “Now in Flesh Appearing: Advent Worship Liturgy Set.” lllustrated Ministry
LLC., 2022.



148 O Come, All Ye Faithful
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144 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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10 lit - tle town of Beth- le- hem, howstill we see tl'u:e lie!
2. For Christ 'is. born of ~ Ma - ry, and gath-ered all. -a'- bove
3.-How - si- lent~ly, how  si- lent-ly the won-drous gift is - given!
4. O ho - ly Child of Beth-le- hem, de-scend to  us, we pray;
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A - bové thy deep and dream:less ‘sfeep the i - lent sfars go' by

while mor-tals dleep, the an-'gels keep their watch of won-dering love.
So. God im- parts to hu-man hearts the joys of high- est heaven
cast out-our- sin, and en-ter  im; -be’ bom in us  to - day
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the hopes and fears of  all  the years are - met in thne tnr night.
Your woic - es Taise to God in praise; and. peace to all on earth.
where meek souls will re - ceive him still, the dear Christ en- ters.. in

0 come to' us, a - bide with us, our God, Em-man-u - el
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Away in a Manger 147
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“down where he  lay,
down from the sky,- and stay by my cra-dle tll morn-ing s nigh
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lit - Hle Lord Je- sus, a - sleep on the hay

live with thee there.
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One Candle Is Lit
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1. Come sure - ly, Lord
2, Come quick-ly, sha -
3. Come, fes- tive - ly
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1. our hearts long  to  greet you, as ros - es the light

> for a  gift that com - pels us with jus - tice o care

3. join an - gels in  danc-ing from heav - en to  earth.

4. where e - wil s ban- ished and faith takes the  day,

5. and signs of a cross in the dis - tance ap - pear
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1. Sal - wva- tion, draw near  us,  our wi - sion  en - Bage.

2, Qur  spir - its  are rest - less il sin and war cease.

3. Wave ban=-ners of good news, lift high thank- ful  praise.

4 a babe in A man- ger o fool  the world's eyes,

5. The Word once made  flesh, yet the Word ev - er  nearn
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1. Ome can- dle s lit for the  hope of the age.

2 Ome can- dle s lit for the reign of God's  peace.

3 One can- dle is lit for the joy  of these days.

4. One can- dle s lit for God's  lov - ing sur - prise

5 One can- dle is lit for the  Christ-birth- day here,
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167 Go, Tell It on the Mountain
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1. While shep- herds kept their watch-ing “ofer  &i- 1ent flocks by - mght,
2. The shep-herds feared and trem-bled, when lo! a- bove the earth,
3 Down in  a low - ly man-ger ,, the  hum- ble Chmtwas born, |
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be- hold through- out the heav-ens there shone ‘a  ho- ly ‘light. -
‘rang out the an-gel ~cho-rus that ‘hailed the Sav - ior's birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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M'LTSIC _ African-American splritual; arr. Wﬂmfﬂﬂwﬁ‘maﬂl 1984 i 1 ) - Jrr.ow.redrain

Arr. tl 1985 The United bethodist Publishing House



The First Noel
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1.The  First Mo - el the an- gel did say, was to
2. They look - ed up and s a star shin-ing
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WORDE: Traditional Englizh carol {17th cnmu:':,r_l
MUSIC:  Traditional English melody; dese. Healey Willan, 1926
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155  Angels We Have Heard on High

4. See  with - in a man - ger  laid, Christ, whom choirs  of

1. An - gels we  have heard on high, sweet - ly  sing - ing
2, Shep- herds, why this  ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous
3, Come to  Beth - le - hem and see Christ, who comes in
4, See with = in a man - ger laid, Christ, whom choirs  of
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MLISIC:  French carol melody; are. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937, T7.77 w. refrain
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Silent Night, Holy Night 145
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1. Si - lentnight, ho - Iy night, all is calm, all is bright
2.6 - lentnight, ho - Iy night, shep-herds quake at the sight,
3.5 - lentnight, ho - ly night, Son of God, love’s pure light
4. Si - lentnight, ho - ly night, won-drous star, lend thy light;
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round yon vir - gin moth-er and child, ho- ly in-fant so ten-der and mild,
glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far, heaven-ly hosts sing al - le-lu- ia;

ra - diant beams from thy ho-ly face, with the dawn of re-deem- ing grace,
with the an - gels let ussing, al-le-lu - ia to  ourKing;
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sleep in heav- en-ly peace, sleep in heav - en-ly peace.
Christ, the Sav- ior, is born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is  born!
Je - sus, Lord, at thy birth, Je - sus, Lord, at thy birth.
Christ, the Sav- ior, is born, Christ, the Sav - ior, is bomn.
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MUSIC: Franz Gruber, 1818 fer.



Joy to the World 143
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1. Joy to the world, the Lord s come!  Let earth  re-
2. Joy to the world, the Sav - ior  reigns! Let all  their
3. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the
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ceive her King; let ev - ery  heart pre- pare him  room,
songs em-ploy; while fields and  floods,  rocks, hills, and  plains
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na - tions prove the glo - ries of his right- eous - ness,
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. and heaven and na - ture  sing, and heavenand na - ture
re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
and won-ders of his  love, and  won-ders of  his
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And  heavenand na - ture sing, and
Re - peat thesound-ing foy. re
And  won-ders of his love, and

Sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing,
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound-ing joy.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of s love.
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heaven and na - ture sing,

peat the sound-ing  joy,
won-ders of his  love,

WORDE: lsnac Watts, 1719 ANTIOCH
MUSIC:  Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1741; a1, Lowell Mason, 1848 CM we, repeat



