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CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, BROCKTON, MA

hir Sund\z
December 17, 2023 of Advent 10:00 am

*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE
SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE*

RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Moriah Park
PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘People Look East’ No. 142

ACALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Rejoice, siblings in Christ, our sorrow and sadness will not last forever!
People: Amen! Glory to God!

Leader: Rejoice, siblings in Christ, God’s mercies are new every morning!
People: Amen! Glory to God!

Leader: Rejoice, siblings in Christ, God is with us - even now!

People: Amen! Glory to God!

Leader: Let us worship together in joy and gladness!

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING!
*MUSICAL RESPONSE ‘One Candle is Lit" (vs.3) No. 128

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

People: *raise hands*

Leader: God you created everything that we know and love...
People: *hug self*

Leader: Then you came to love us up close by being a human like us.
People: *do “jazz hands” motion*

Leader: That gives us more joy than we could ever say with words.
People: *drop hands to sides and look at floor*

Leader: But we sometimes forget about that joy.

People: *hands in shrugging motion*



Leader: Life gets hard, we fight with people, and we feel like we can’t do anything about it.

People: *arms out, palms up*

Leader: So, we turn our hands up to you asking for forgiveness.

Forgive us for losing the joy you give us.

People: *hug self*

Leader: Remind us to love ourselves, and all of your children, the way that you have always loved us.
People: *open arms wide and look around*

Leader: Remind us of our joy by showing yourself through the world around us.

People: *prayer hands*

Leader: We pray in Jesus’ name, remembering he lived just like we do. Amen

*WORDS OF GRACE

*MUSICAL RESPONSE ‘My Soul Gives Glory to My God’ (vs. 1 & 4) No. 130
A TIME FOR ALL AGES Dani Kardisco
PICK UP PAGEANT 2023

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Alex Green

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.

Come and Light a Candle...

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL FOR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ‘Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming/The Rose’ By Craig Hella Johnson
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates’ (vs 1) No. 129

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION!?



*RECESSIONAL HYMN ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ No. 165
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Variations on Adeste Fideles By Raynor Taylor

Participatinays Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Alex Green, Music Director
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter

!Meisenheimer, Amanda. “Now in Flesh Appearing: Advent Worship Liturgy Set.” lllustrated Ministry
LLC., 2022.
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One Candle Is Lit
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1. Ome can- dle s lit for the  hope of the age.

2 Ome can- dle s lit for the reign of God's  peace.

3 One can- dle is lit for the joy  of these days.

4. One can- dle s lit for God's  lov - ing sur - prise

5 One can- dle is lit for the  Christ-birth- day here,
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130 My Soul Gives Glory to My God
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CGuitar and keyboard should not sound together.
WORDS: Miriam Therese Winter, 1978, 1987 MORMIMG SOMG
MUSIC:  Wyeth's Repasilory of Sacred Music, Parl Second, 1813; M

harm. Charles H. Webib, 1988
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Methodist Publishing Howse



Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates
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