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CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, BROCKTON, MA

Second Sunday of

December 10, 2023 10:00 am

*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE
SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF THE SERVICE*

RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Moriah Park
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn’ No. 138

CALL TO WORSHIP?

One: Children of God, lay down your defenses and find peace in the community of faith.

All: Let the Church be a safe refuge where peace reigns over fear and violence.

One: Children of God, examine your ways and prepare to yield to the gentle way of Christ.

All: We let go of the harshness and pettiness keeping us from peace with God and neighbor.
One: Children of God, come to worship and proclaim this peace to all the world.

All: We gather in the spirit of Christ himself. Let us worship in peace together.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING!
*MUSICAL RESPONSE ‘One Candle is Lit’ (vs.2) No. 128
A TIME FOR ALL AGES Dani Kardisco

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE?

ALL: God of peaceful presence, we confess we often choose discord instead of peace, choosing
to prove a point instead of listening with empathy. Sometimes we settle for a shallow peace,
keeping our feelings buried and avoiding painful truths. But your way is the narrow path, the
path of telling the truth, feeling our emotions, and listening with empathy. Forgive us, God, and
help us strive for real peace with ourselves and our neighbors. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE!



*PASSING OF THE PEACE!

*The passing of the peace is a theologically significant portion of Christian worship. Once we have
received Christ’s peace we, as Christ’s disciples, must share that same peace with the world. Please
take this time to do just that, share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you in the sanctuary.
Some may choose to shake hands, others may want to hug, and still others may want to remain
distanced with their arms crossed over their chest or holding their hands up in a “peace sign”.
However you choose to share Christ’s peace in this moment do so with love for God and God'’s
children in your heart.*

Leader: Peace lives within and among us. When we pass the peace of Christ, we create peace
between us and share the peace within us. May the peace of Christ be with you.

ALL: And also with you.
MUSICAL RESPONSE (seated) ‘Emmanuel, Emmanuel’ No. 134
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION?

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 1:18-25

s This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his
mother was engaged to Joseph, before they were married, she
became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. »*Joseph her husband was a
righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to
call off their engagement quietly. »As he was thinking about this, an
angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son
of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child
she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. = She will give birth to a
son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.” zNow all of this took place so that what the Lord had
spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled:

= .ook! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son,
And they will call him, Emmanuel. (Emmanuel means “God with
us.”)

»\When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded
and took Mary as his wife. =But he didn’t have sexual relations with her
until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called him Jesus.



Luke 1:26-38

x\When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, #to a virgin who was engaged to
a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s
name was Mary. =\When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice,
favored one! The Lord is with you!” »She was confused by these words
and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. *The angel said,
“Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. =Look! You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. =He will be great
and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of David his father. =He will rule over Jacob’s house
forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.”

»Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since | haven’t
had sexual relations with a man?”

s The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be
born will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. =Look, even in her old
age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who
was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. < Nothing
is impossible for God.”

s Then Mary said, “| am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you
have said.” Then the angel left her.

SERMON Pastor Jeff

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Alex Green

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.

Come and Light a Candle...

PASTORAL PRAYER



THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)

Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL FOR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY ‘Somebody’s Talkin’ ‘bout Jesus’ Traditional/T. Taylor
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘In The Bleak Midwinter’ (vs. 4) No. 128 NCH
PRAYER OF DEDICATION!

AFFIRMATION OF HOPE!

Leader: Siblings in Christ, let us proclaim the peace of our faith - Jesus came as a helpless baby to
bring down the powerful from their thrones and lift up the lowly.

All: We are made strong, even in our weakness. This is our peace.

Leader: Jesus grew to be a curious child, trading wisdom with the teachers at the temple.

All: We are welcome in God’s house, even with all of our questions. This is our peace.

Leader: Jesus was baptized and called God’s Son, even before he had done any ministry or had any
disciples.

All: We are children of God, no matter where we come from or what we have done. This is our
peace.

Leader: Jesus worked hard, felt tired, rested, and spent time alone.

All: We listen to the rhythms of our bodies. We take time to rest. This is our peace.

Leader: Jesus was challenged, confronted, accused, and condemned.

All: We are not alone in our suffering or oppression. This is our peace.

Leader: Jesus promised a kingdom of justice, where he has built everyone a home and where there is
no more pain.

All: Our sins, struggles, and sorrows will cease, and we will be at home with Jesus. This is the
peace of our faith.

*RECESSIONAL HYMN ‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’ No. 150
BENEDICTION!
POSTLUDE Variations to Adeste Fideles R. Taylor

Participatinays Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Alex Green, Music Director
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter

‘Meisenheimer, Amanda. “Now in Flesh Appearing: Advent Worship Liturgy Set.” lllustrated Ministry LLC.,



138 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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In the Bleak Midwinter

Christina G. Rossetii, 1872; alt.

CHRISTMAS

128

Christina Rossetti has portrayed the Christmas story, not in
warm Bethlehem, but in the winter of her native England.
Rossetti was an accomplished writer of poetry and prose,
noted for her deep spirituality.
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Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
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