
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 24, 2023                                                                       10:00 am 
  
                         
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR 
THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 
 
 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES                                          
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Moriah Park 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                           ‘Take My Life’                                          No. 609                
         
CALL TO WORSHIP1          
 
One: Bless the name of the Holy and Sovereign One forever and ever! 
Many: Great is our God and greatly to be praised. 
One: Bless the name of the Holy and Sovereign One forever and ever! 
Many: This generation will tell the next generation so they may tell the next generation of the 
Holy One’s magnificent and mighty acts. 
One: Bless the name of the Holy and Sovereign One forever and ever! 
Many: We declare the abundant goodness, gracious righteousness, and holy love of our God. 
Praise the Holy One! 
 
OPENING PRAYER1 
                                        
PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1      
ALL: God of abundance, forgive us for embracing a worldview that capitalizes on scarcity. 
Help us to know that you have given us enough for our journey. You have created us 
wonderfully and uniquely. Forgive us for comparing ourselves with our neighbor when we are 
called to love them. Help us to embrace how you have made us as individuals who may bring 
our singular gifts to our common life. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF GRACE1  

 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                                             Dani Kardisco 
 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION                ‘I Would Be True’                                          No. 608      
 
  



SCRIPTURE 
 
Matthew 20:1-16  
20 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for 
his vineyard. 2 After he agreed with the workers to pay them a denarion, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 

3 “Then he went out around nine in the morning and saw others standing around the marketplace 
doing nothing. 4 He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I’ll pay you whatever is right.’ 5 

And they went. 

“Again around noon and then at three in the afternoon, he did the same thing. 6 Around five in the 
afternoon he went and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you just standing 
around here doing nothing all day long?’ 

7 “‘Because nobody has hired us,’ they replied. 

“He responded, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 

8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the workers and give 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and moving on finally to the first.’ 9 When those 
who were hired at five in the afternoon came, each one received a denarion. 10 Now when those hired 
first came, they thought they would receive more. But each of them also received a denarion. 11 When 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 ‘These who were hired last worked one 
hour, and they received the same pay as we did even though we had to work the whole day in the hot 
sun.’ 

13 “But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I did you no wrong. Didn’t I agree to pay you a denarion? 14 

Take what belongs to you and go. I want to give to this one who was hired last the same as I give to 
you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with what belongs to me? Or are you resentful because 
I’m generous?’ 16 So those who are last will be first. And those who are first will be last.” 

 

SERMON                                  Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                               Alex Green    
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

            

 



PASTORAL PRAYER   
*We will continue to share prayer concerns among the congregation by lifting up the name of a 
person, or naming a situation, at which point Pastor Jeff will repeat the concern raised. Once Pastor 
Jeff has repeated the concern the entire congregation will respond with “God in your mercy, hear our 
prayer”. Once we have concluded sharing our prayer concerns Pastor Jeff will begin today’s pastoral 
prayer, followed by the prayer of Jesus.* 
 
THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
               
HYMN                                                ‘How Firm a Foundation’                               No. 618                      
  
CALL FOR OFFERINGS1   
 
OFFERTORY                                                                                                                       Alex Green   
        
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE     ‘Now Thank We All Our God’ (vs. 1)                              No. 715 
                                         
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION1 
 

*HYMN                                       ‘I Am the Light of the World!’                                         No. 469                                 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                    Alex Green           
              
                                                           
 
 
 
                           

Participating in Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
Alex Green, Guest Organist/Accompanist 

                                       Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 

 

 

 

 
1Lindsay, Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. “After Pentecost 17a - September 24.” United Church of Christ, 1 Sept. 2023, 

www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-17a-september-24/. 

 

http://www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-17a-september-24/






 

 

 





 

   


