
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 3, 2023                                         10:00 am 
  
                         
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR 
THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 
 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES                                         Sylvia Berry 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Moriah Park 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN          ‘God of Grace and God of Glory’                   No. 464 
               
CALL TO WORSHIP1          
 
Leader: Give thanks to the Holy One! 
People: The God of our ancestors is with us! 
Leader: Give thanks to the Holy One! 
People: We call upon the name of our God, and our God responds. 
Leader: Give thanks to the Holy One! 
People: The steadfast and faithful love of our God lasts forever! 
 

 OPENING PRAYER1                                          

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1        
ALL: Forgiving God, we acknowledge that repentance opens the door to forgiveness and 
transformation. We turn from our desire for comfort over compassion, easy solutions or 
challenging resolution, and avoidance over confrontation. We need your strength, fortitude, 
and conviction to overcome our fear of loss to make room for the gains of new life for 
ourselves and our neighbors through our generous and sacrificial living. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF GRACE1   
 



A TIME FOR ALL AGES                                             Dani Kardisco 
                                       

HYMN OF PREPARATION            ‘Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise’          No. 66                           
                                                                                                             

SCRIPTURE 
 
Exodus 3:1-15  
3 Moses was taking care of the flock for his father-in-law Jethro, Midian’s priest. He led his flock out 
to the edge of the desert, and he came to God’s mountain called Horeb. 2 The LORD’s messenger 
appeared to him in a flame of fire in the middle of a bush. Moses saw that the bush was in flames, but 
it didn’t burn up. 3 Then Moses said to himself, Let me check out this amazing sight and find out why 
the bush isn’t burning up. 

4 When the LORD saw that he was coming to look, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” 

Moses said, “I’m here.” 

5 Then the LORD said, “Don’t come any closer! Take off your sandals, because you are standing on 
holy ground.” 6 He continued, “I am the God of your father, Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s 
God.” Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God. 

7 Then the LORD said, “I’ve clearly seen my people oppressed in Egypt. I’ve heard their cry of 
injustice because of their slave masters. I know about their pain. 8 I’ve come down to rescue them 
from the Egyptians in order to take them out of that land and bring them to a good and broad land, a 
land that’s full of milk and honey, a place where the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites all live. 9 Now the Israelites’ cries of injustice have reached 
me. I’ve seen just how much the Egyptians have oppressed them. 10 So get going. I’m sending you 
to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I to go to Pharaoh and to bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 

12 God said, “I’ll be with you. And this will show you that I’m the one who sent you. After you bring the 
people out of Egypt, you will come back here and worship God on this mountain.” 

13 But Moses said to God, “If I now come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
ancestors has sent me to you,’ they are going to ask me, ‘What’s this God’s name?’ What am I 
supposed to say to them?” 

14 God said to Moses, “I Am Who I Am. So say to the Israelites, ‘I Am has sent me to you.’” 15 God 
continued, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, 
and Jacob’s God, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever; this is how all generations will 
remember me. 

SERMON                          Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
 
 
                                



MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                         Steven Young    
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

            

PASTORAL PRAYER   
*We will continue to share prayer concerns among the congregation by lifting up the name of a 
person, or naming a situation, at which point Pastor Jeff will repeat the concern raised. Once Pastor 
Jeff has repeated the concern the entire congregation will respond with “God in your mercy, hear our 
prayer”. Once we have concluded sharing our prayer concerns Pastor Jeff will begin today’s pastoral 
prayer, followed by the prayer of Jesus.* 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN                 ‘Spirit of God, Descent upon My Heart’           No. 265  

                                           
CALL FOR OFFERINGS1 
 

OFFERTORY                                                  Steven Young                 
                                            
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE     ‘O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’ (verses 1&4)            No. 5 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION1 

 

 



 
 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
(children are invited to come forward to sit on the floor in front of the communion table) 
 
ALL: God is great, God is good, and we thank God for our food, by God’s hands we all are fed, 
give us God our daily bread. Amen. 
 
REMEMBERING THE STORY  
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD & POURING THE CUP 
 
COMMUNION HYMN                                                 ‘Spirit’                                                    No. 249 
 
SHARING THE ELEMENTS (In Pews)  
         

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (sign language with Mr. David) 
 

“Thank You God”  “You Are Good”  “We Are Loved”  “Amen”  
 

*HYMN                                       ‘Pass It On’                                                    No. 477                                                     
 
BENEDICTION 

 
 
POSTLUDE                                                        Steven Young                          
                    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         



 
Participating in Todays Worship Service: 

Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 

Steven Young, Guest Organist/Accompanist 
Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 

 

1Lindsay, Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. “After Pentecost 14A - September 3.” United Church of Christ, 21 Aug. 2023, 
www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-14a-september-3/. 
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