
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 13, 2023                                                                                    9:55 am 
  
                         
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR 
THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                              Hymn Medley 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES                           
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Moriah Park 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN     ‘Lord, I Want to Be a Christian’          No. 589   
  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP1             
 
Leader: Come, Spirit of Truth, fill our hearts. 
People: May that which was of stone be transformed now into life. 
Leader: Come, Spirit of Life, change our hearts. 
People: May we who receive your light dwell together in Your love. 
Leader: Come, Spirit of Love, soften our hearts. 
People: Bestow your compassion on those who suffer in mind, spirit, and body. 
Leader: Come, Spirit of Hope, heal our hearts. 
People: Make us bold to bring light to the dark places, warmth to the cold places, and love to 
the empty places. 
Leader: Come, Spirit of Faith, strengthen our hearts. 
People: Spirit of the Living God, fill our hearts, minds, and souls to overflowing. 
Leader: Come, Spirit of God, move in our hearts. 
People: Our God - we, your people, celebrate the mystery of your never-ending love. Amen. 
 
 



 OPENING PRAYER2                                          

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE        
ALL: Merciful God, we confess that we have not always held tightly to our faith. We admit that, 
if it’s not right in front of us, we have a hard time believing something exists. In our blindness 
we have missed signs of your endless love, not only for ourselves, but for your other children 
too. Forgive us for being tentative. Forgive us for holding back when you continue to invite us 
out into your creation. Remind us once again of your promises, restore our faith in you and in 
your love, and bring us closer together in your Spirit. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF GRACE   
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                                          Pastor Jeff 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION   ‘Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearst’        No. 101                  
      

                                                                                                             
SCRIPTURE 
 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16   
1 Faith is the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we don’t see. 2 The elders in the past were 
approved because they showed faith. 
3 By faith we understand that the universe has been created by a word from God so that the visible 
came into existence from the invisible. 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was going to receive as 
an inheritance. He went out without knowing where he was going. 
9 By faith he lived in the land he had been promised as a stranger. He lived in tents along with Isaac 
and Jacob, who were coheirs of the same promise. 10 He was looking forward to a city that has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
11 By faith even Sarah received the ability to have a child, though she herself was barren and past the 
age for having children, because she believed that the one who promised was faithful. 12 So 
descendants were born from one man (and he was as good as dead). They were as many as the 
number of the stars in the sky and as countless as the grains of sand on the seashore. 13 All these 
people died in faith without receiving the promises, but they saw the promises from a distance and 
welcomed them. They confessed that they were strangers and immigrants on earth. 14 People who 
say this kind of thing make it clear that they are looking for a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking 
about the country that they had left, they would have had the opportunity to return to it. 16 But at this 
point in time, they are longing for a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God isn’t 
ashamed to be called their God—he has prepared a city for them. 
 

SERMON                          Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
 
 
                                   



MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                               Alex Green    
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

            
 

PASTORAL PRAYER   
*We will continue to share prayer concerns among the congregation by lifting up the name of a 
person, or naming a situation, at which point Pastor Jeff will repeat the concern raised. Once Pastor 
Jeff has repeated the concern the entire congregation will respond with “God in your mercy, hear our 
prayer”. Once we have concluded sharing our prayer concerns Pastor Jeff will begin today’s pastoral 
prayer, followed by the prayer of Jesus.* 
 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN   ‘Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us’                    No. 231 
               
                             
CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
 

OFFERTORY                ‘All You Need Is Love’                     Jessica Gross  
                
                                 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE       ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’ (verse 4)                     No. 56 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 



 

*HYMN                                 ‘Alleluia! Sing to Jesus’                                No. 233                                  
 
BENEDICTION 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE                                         ‘Glory, Glory, Hallelujah’            African-American spiritual                           
                    
                                           
 
 

Participating in Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
Alex Green, Guest Organist/Accompanist 

Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 
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