
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 6, 2023                                           9:55 am 
  
                         
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR 
THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 
 
 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES                          
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Moriah Park 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                   ‘Morning Has Broken’                                No. 53 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Leader: Jacob was alone and at the end of his rope, fearful that his life might soon be over. 
People: And in the course of that darkest night, as all seemed hopeless, Jacob wrestled. 
Leader: Jacob wrestled with God in his darkest hour and was forever marked for it - with the blessing 
of a new name, and a limp to prove the struggle. 
People: Let us approach God, as Jacob did, in our worship, 
Leader: Embracing the struggle, unafraid to wrestle, willing to be forever changed, seeking blessings. 
People: God bless our worship and our lives together today! 
 
 

 OPENING PRAYER1  
  
 
                                         



PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE2        
ALL: Merciful God, the story of Jacob shows your willingness to enter into the messiness of 
our human struggles - into fractured relationships, family differences, un-reconciled situations 
with people we care about. 
 
Yet we confess that too often we hold on because we do not want to loosen our grip on our 
possessions and our selfish desires. Often we fear that our very lives will be dislocated by 
your kin-dom values of justice, mercy, and peace. 
 
Help us to wrestle with the conflicting values, desires, and pressures that confront us daily so 
that we can unclench our hands and open ourselves to the transforming power of the Holy 
Spirit. Only then can we fully embrace others in their pain - and be fully embraced in return. 
Amen. 
 
WORDS OF GRACE   
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                                     Dani Kardisco 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION                   ‘Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise’  No. 66      
                                     

                                                                         
SCRIPTURE 
 
Genesis 32:22-31  
22 Jacob got up during the night, took his two wives, his two women servants, and his eleven sons, 
and crossed the Jabbok River’s shallow water. 23 He took them and everything that belonged to him, 
and he helped them cross the river. 24 But Jacob stayed apart by himself, and a man wrestled with 
him until dawn broke. 25 When the man saw that he couldn’t defeat Jacob, he grabbed Jacob’s thigh 
and tore a muscle in Jacob’s thigh as he wrestled with him. 26 The man said, “Let me go because the 
dawn is breaking.” 
But Jacob said, “I won’t let you go until you bless me.” 
27 He said to Jacob, “What’s your name?” and he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then he said, “Your name won’t be 
Jacob any longer, but Israel, because you struggled with God and with men and won.” 
29 Jacob also asked and said, “Tell me your name.” 
But he said, “Why do you ask for my name?” and he blessed Jacob there. 30 Jacob named the place 
Peniel, “because I’ve seen God face-to-face, and my life has been saved.” 31 The sun rose as Jacob 
passed Penuel, limping because of his thigh. 
 

SERMON                          Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   



IMPROVISED MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                     Anton Faynberg   
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

            
 
 

 

 
 

SERVICE OF FAREWELL FOR ANTON FAYNBERG 
 

GREETING 
 
REMEMBRANCE 
 
VOWS OF RELEASE  
Leader: Do you, the members and friends of Christ Congregational Church, release Anton Faynberg 
from the duties of being your music director? 
ALL: We do, with the help of God. 
Leader: Do you offer your encouragement for his ministry as it unfolds in new ways? 
ALL: We do, with the help of God. 

 

PRAYER OF RELEASING 

PASTORAL PRAYER   
*We will continue to share prayer concerns among the congregation by lifting up the name of a 
person, or naming a situation, at which point Pastor Jeff will repeat the concern raised. Once Pastor 
Jeff has repeated the concern the entire congregation will respond with “God in your mercy, hear our 
prayer”. Once we have concluded sharing our prayer concerns Pastor Jeff will begin today’s pastoral 
prayer, followed by the prayer of Jesus.* 



THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                  ‘There Is a Balm in Gilead’                                         No. 501 
              
                             
CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
 

OFFERTORY                    Anton Faynberg 
                            
                                ‘ 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE             ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’ (verse 3)                     No. 56 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
INVITATION 
 
REMEMBERING THE STORY & PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
BREAKING THE BREAD & POURING THE CUP 
 
SHARING THE ELEMENTS (In The Pews)  

The body of Christ, given for you. Take, eat, and remember him. 
 

The cup of blessing, poured out for the forgiveness of sins. Take, drink, and remember him. 
         



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)  
We give thanks, loving God, that you have refreshed us at your table. Strengthen our faith; 
increase our love for one another. As we have been fed by the seed that became grain, and 
then became bread, may we go out into the world to plant seeds of justice, transformation, 
and hope. Amen. 
   
 

*HYMN                  ‘God Be with You Till We Meet Again’                              No. 434                   
 
BENEDICTION                   
           

POSTLUDE                                                Anton Faynberg 
                                           
 
 

Participating in Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

Anton Faynberg, Organist/Pianist 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 

Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 
 

 
1Unknown, Author. “Call to Worship: Genesis 32.” Call to Worship: Genesis 32,                                                        

re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/call-to-worship-genesis-32.html. Accessed 31 July 2023. 

2Author, Unknown. “Prayer of Confession: Genesis 32:22-31.” Prayer of Confession: Genesis 32:22-31,                           
re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/prayer-of-confession-genesis-3222-31.html. Accessed 31 July 2023. 

 
 







 



 



 


