
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 16, 2023                                                     9:55 am 
  
                         
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR 
THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES                     
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                       Moriah Park 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                  ‘How Firm a Foundation’                    No. 618 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP1 
 
Leader: The Word is a lamp and a light. The word illuminates our life. 
People: We welcome The Word with praise and thanksgiving. 
Leader: The Word comes from the mouth of God and accomplishes its purpose. 
People: We hear The Word that loves and embraces, challenges and convicts, renews and 
restores. 
Leader: The Word is life, offers a future with hope, and creates peace in the midst of the storm. 
People: We receive The Word among us with rejoicing. We worship The Word in spirit and in 
truth! 
 

 OPENING PRAYER1        
                                     

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1        
ALL: God our Redeemer, the words of our mouths often lead to hurt and harm. We tear down 
when we could build up. We speak of death and destruction when the power of life resides in 
our tongues. We say what is unnecessary and unhelpful while hesitating to offer 
encouragement and hope. Transform our speech as you write your word into our hearts. Stir 
us to speak life, joy, and love in all things. Amen. 
 



WORDS OF GRACE1   
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                                     Dani Kardisco 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION                     ‘In The Garden’                               No. 227       
                                     

                                                                         

SCRIPTURE  
 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
That day Jesus went out of the house and sat down beside the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered 
around him that he climbed into a boat and sat down. The whole crowd was standing on the shore. 

3 He said many things to them in parables: “A farmer went out to scatter seed. 4 As he was scattering 
seed, some fell on the path, and birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where the 
soil was shallow. They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep. 6 But when the sun came 
up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up because they had no roots. 7 Other seed fell among 
thorny plants. The thorny plants grew and choked them. 8 Other seed fell on good soil and bore fruit, 
in one case a yield of one hundred to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case 
a yield of thirty to one. 9 Everyone who has ears should pay attention.” 

18 “Consider then the parable of the farmer. 19 Whenever people hear the word about the kingdom and 
don’t understand it, the evil one comes and carries off what was planted in their hearts. This is the 
seed that was sown on the path. 20 As for the seed that was spread on rocky ground, this refers to 
people who hear the word and immediately receive it joyfully. 21 Because they have no roots, they last 
for only a little while. When they experience distress or abuse because of the word, they immediately 
fall away. 22 As for the seed that was spread among thorny plants, this refers to those who hear the 
word, but the worries of this life and the false appeal of wealth choke the word, and it bears no fruit. 23 

As for what was planted on good soil, this refers to those who hear and understand, and bear fruit 
and produce—in one case a yield of one hundred to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and 
in another case a yield of thirty to one.” 

SERMON                          Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
                                   
IMPROVISED MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                     Anton Faynberg   
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed. 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

            



PASTORAL PRAYER   
*We will continue to share prayer concerns among the congregation by lifting up the name of a 
person, or naming a situation, at which point Pastor Jeff will repeat the concern raised. Once Pastor 
Jeff has repeated the concern the entire congregation will respond with “God in your mercy, hear our 
prayer”. Once we have concluded sharing our prayer concerns Pastor Jeff will begin today’s pastoral 
prayer, followed by the prayer of Jesus.* 
 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

*HYMN       ‘Be Still My Soul’                                                     No.566                           
 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS1 
 

OFFERTORY           Moonlight Sonata’                                        Anton Faynberg 
                                ‘ 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE       ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty’ (vs. 5)           No. 25    
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION1 (Based on Genesis 24) 

*HYMN                            ‘When Morning Gilds the Skies’                    No. 100  
                                                    
BENEDICTION                   
           

POSTLUDE                                                Anton Faynberg 
                                           
 
 
 

Participating in Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

Anton Faynberg, Organist/Pianist 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 

Dani Kardisco, Christian Education Director 
 



1Lindsay, Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. “After Pentecost 7a - July 16.” United Church of Christ, 8 June 2023, 
www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-7a-july-16/. 

 
************************************************************************************************** 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Vacation Bible School 
Monday, August 14- Thursday, August 17 

Ages 4-12 

5:30-7:30pm 

Registration starting in July via the Nearly Weekly or after church in the Narthex. 
 

 
 

 
 

MUSICA DIVINA ~ BY ANTON FAYNBERG 

 

Come Join Anton on 

Friday, July 21st @ 6:00pm 

Wednesday, July 26th @ 12:00pm 

  
Every week this month Anton Faynberg will fill our sanctuary with sacred sound and music to help bring God's word 
to life. Deriving the name from the practice Lectio Divina (or divine reading) - where practitioners read, or listen to, 
scripture in different voices and different tempos - Anton has created an experience that is an hour of continuous 

sound and music accompanied by scripture readings, meant to bring God's word to life.  



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


