
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 18, 2022                                                                                  9:55 am 
                              
 
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR 
THAT PART OF THE SERVICE* 

 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES                           ‘Christians All, Your Lord is Coming’ 
                          
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                       Sue Koza 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                          ‘Hark, the Herald Angels Sing’                                 No. 150  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
One: Now is the moment of grace. This is the hour of blessing.  
All: Today is the day of salvation. Here is the path to new life.  
One:   Already, joy is abounding, and love is flowing.  
All:     For this is the day God is making. Let us rejoice and sing.  
One:   Let all God’s children rejoice in their king.  
All:     Let God’s children sing the songs of praise! 
One:   Let God’s children tell the stories of old! 
All: Out of the mouths of children we find the peace and the presence of God. 
One:   Listen for God today in the words of the children; 
All:     Let God spill out of them and into our hearts! 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING                  ”LOVE”                               
One:  In a world of darkness, we have seen a great light! 
All:     We join with our siblings around the world, lighting candles to guide our   

steps in this Advent journey. 
One: Today we light the candle of LOVE; 
All:     Love that first came in the form of a tiny baby resting in a manger. 
One:   Make our hearts the manger of Your love, O God! 
All:     O come, O come, Emmanuel! 
  
 
 



ADVENT PRAYER (in unison)  
Circle us, O God. Circle this world with Your love.  Create a desire to listen to the Advent 
message that begins in the tiny cries of a newborn babe. Stir a willingness to understand and 
respond; to reach out for a taste of the love that You have for us. God of all creation, Giver of 
our salvation, encircle Your people with a love that knows no beginning nor end; a love that 
simply, “was;” bringing forth all whom You love. And, let us share that love in our Advent 
waiting and watching; Amen. 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                      ‘When God Is A Child’ (vs. 4)                      No. 132  
Love is a flame that burns in our heart. 
Jesus has come and will never depart. 
When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,  
and none shall be afraid. 
                   
SONG OF PREPARATION                 ‘Emmanuel, Emmanuel’                                         No. 134 
 
SCRIPTURE READING    Luke 2: 1-20 
  
Instead of just listening to the story of the birth of Jesus by reading our scripture today, we are, 
instead, going to try and get inside the story, to live out the story, to BE the story. Join me and come 
together as a church family for our interactive nativity worship.  We need each of you to help! But 
don’t worry, you won’t have to remember any lines.  We will be looking for people to come and be 
characters.  We will need others to join in the story from their seats.  If you didn’t get a costume on 
your way in and would like to head to the narthex now to grab one.  We will need your listening, your 
laughter and your love. Join us as we experience the Christmas story together. 
 
*HYMN                                                ‘It Came Upon a Midnight Clear’                                     No. 153                                                                      
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
Gentle God, Your very name is that of Love.  You chose to love each and every one of us before our 
being was created, before a word passed our lips, before we grew to become who we are in this 
world, even before we chose to love You.  It is with this very same love that we are called to love one 
another. Remove any conditions that we hold close in fear, and any divisions that form because we 
refuse to seek understanding.  The love that radiates from our inmost being lead us toward each 
other, seeking unity, communion and acceptance as one people of God; Amen. 
 
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

 
 

                                
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC                                                   Duncan Vinson  

 
 

 
 



THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)   
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
*HYMN                     ‘The First Noel’                                                        No. 151 
  
CALL FOR OFFERINGS                    
                

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/ 
 
 
OFFERTORY                                    ‘The Apple Tree’                                               K. Lee Scott            
                    
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                       ‘Thank You, Lord’                                                    No. 531 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
*HYMN                                     ‘People Look East’                                                   No. 142     
   
*BENEDICTION                                       
 
POSTLUDE  
 
 
 
  

Participating in Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Dr. Holly Norwick, Bridge Pastor 

Rev. Ann-Marie Illsley, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Mary Perry, Guest Pastor 

Murray Kidd, Music Director 
Duncan Vinson, Guest Organist/Pianist 

Alisa Cassola, Soloist 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
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