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Welcome to worship! Whether you are here with us in person or joining us online we welcome you to

worship. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

An asterisk (*) next to a part of our worship outline means that we invite everyone for whom it is

comfortable to rise to their feet for that portion of worship.
RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’
(scroll down to music)

CALL TO WORSHIP

L: We are here because we have heard a promise of peace
P: and we have faith its day will come

L: we have heard a rumour of justice

P: and we have faith its day will come

L: we have heard a whisper of hope

P: and we have faith its day will come

L: we have heard a hint of love

P: and we have faith its day will come

L: we have heard of the birth of the Christ-child

P: and we have faith his day is here.

All: Welcome to Christmas. Welcome to worship.

OPENING PRAYER
A TIME FOR ALL AGES

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)

Gracious God,

we would like to be among those who saw the coming of the Christ Child,
those who dropped all that they were doing

and traveled to worship the coming of God's love into this world.

We would like to be those who cared for God in infant vulnerability;

who tickled and cuddled and comforted the growing child,

that he might know love and safety.
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And yet, merciful God,

we must recognize all the times we are more like Herod.
Whenever we, in our actions or in our inactions,

find our own need for control more compelling

than the needs of others for health and safety.
Whenever we cling to the security of our privilege,
rather than standing up for the rights of the oppressed.
Whenever we are complicit in the harming of innocents
for the sake of profit, or power,

or because we fear to know, and to change,

the injustices of this world.

Loving God,

we confess our sins against you and one another,

and pray that you will fill us with your light,

that we may live our lives as true disciples in your name,
without counting the cost.

In the name of Christ,

the one who showed us the way, we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

HYMN ‘The First Noel No. 151
(scroll down to music)

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 2:13-23

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and
went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt | have called my son."

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed
all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that
he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,
"Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the
child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There
he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets
might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean."

SERMON Rev. Ann-Matrie llisley



HYMN ‘I Wonder As | Wander’ Appalachian Carol
Arr. John Jacob Niles
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL FOR OFFERINGS

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/

OFFERTORY ANTHEM ‘Gesu Bambino’ Pietro Yon

*DOXOLOGY ‘Angels We Have Heard On High’ No. 155
(scroll down for words)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN ‘Down To Earth’ No. 168
(scroll down to music)

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Postlude on Adeste fideles Eric Thiman (1900-1975)

Participating in Todays Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Rev. Ann-Marie llisley, Associate Pastor
Murray Kidd, Music Director
Steven Young, Organist
Alisa Cassola, Soloist
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter

!Lawrie, Cheryl. “gathering.” Re:Worship, 7 Nov. 2012, http://holdthisspace.org.au/

2Buchakjian-Tweedy, Rev. Eliza. “Prayer of Confession.” Re:Worship, 31 Dec. 2013, https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/2013/12/prayer-of-confession-matthew-2-1-18.html.
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151 The First Noel
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Angels We Have Heard on High
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Down to Earth
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