
 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 19, 2021                                                      9:55 am    
 

Welcome to worship!  Whether you are here with us in person or joining us online we welcome you to 
worship. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!  .  
                           
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Sue Koza 
 
OPENING THE DOOR - THE THRESHOLD MOMENT 
 
Leader: This has been an Advent season of prophets - Jeremiah, Baruch, Isaiah, Micah. And now the 
prophet is Mary - the woman who was the original house for the holy. She was “the inn” - the greatest 
love the world has ever known, growing in her womb. With all her heart, she proclaims that the lowly 
are lifted, the hungry are fed, mercy reigns. Like Mary, we must envision, must see, must prophesy 
and act on that vision for the world that God continues to call us to co-create. What is the view from 
the room that God has prepared? 
 
Response (Light & Bible enter Sanctuary): 

Love waits for us at Advent 
Love waits for us to care. 
Love waits for our compassion 

freely offered, freely shared. 
In this time of preparation 

for the work of co-creation, 
for the birthing of a world 

where faith shapes all we do. 
Love is born in us anew! 

 
Leader: Today we offer the Light of Love to illumine the Door of Welcome. May this light shine in our 
hearts, in our lives, and in our church. May Love awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater 
hospitality. There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 
 
Response (all ALL of the Advent Candles, except for the Christ Candle, are lit): 

Love waits for us at Advent 
Love waits for us to care. 



Love waits for our compassion 

freely offered, freely shared. 
In this time of preparation 

for the work of co-creation, 
for the birthing of a world 

where faith shapes all we do. 
Love is born in us anew! 

 

HYMN                                       ‘One Candle is Lit’ (vs. 4)                  No.128 
(scroll down to music) 
 
WELCOMING CHRIST’S LOVE 

Leader: The Love of Christ be with you! 
People: And also with you! 
Leader: As we rise in body or spirit for our next hymn, I invite you to pass a “wave” of peace to the 
people around you (and to the people worshiping at home)! 
 

HYMN     ‘Hail to the Lord’s Annointed’           No. 140 

(scroll down to music) 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES 
(the children may be excused to their program after a time for all ages) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
We confess we are not the people you hope us to be, Advent God. The very ones you favor, 
we too often ignore or ridicule. The ones you knock off of their pedestals, we admire and 
emulate. We are so focused on having more and more, and we risk being sent away empty. 
Forgive us, Mighty God, and look with grace upon us. We would live secure in your love; we 
would be the ones of peace for our world, we would seek to do your will - with your help. 
Amen. 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
Leader: Now, even now - yes even in this very moment God comes to us bringing hope, bringing 
forgiveness, bringing grace as freely offered gifts to us. 
 
People: May we open our hearts to the God who is with us, and receive the gifts which have 
been offered to us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
HYMN           ‘A Stable Lamp is Lighted’           No. 141 
(scroll down to music) 
 
 

SCRIPTURE           
 
Luke 1:46-55 

Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands. She entered Zechariah’s home and 
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. With a loud voice she blurted out, “God has blessed 
you above all women, and he has blessed the child you carry. Why do I have this honor, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as I heard your greeting, the baby in my 
womb jumped for joy. Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he 
made to her.” 



 Mary said, 

“With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 
    In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. 
He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 
    Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored 

        because the mighty one has done great things for me. 
Holy is his name. 
    He shows mercy to everyone, 
        from one generation to the next, 
        who honors him as God. 
He has shown strength with his arm. 
    He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations. 
    He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones 

        and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 

    and sent the rich away empty-handed. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
        remembering his mercy, 
    just as he promised to our ancestors, 
        to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants forever.” 

 
 

 

 

                                             
 

 

“Do Not Be Afraid” by Illustrated Ministry 
 

The nativity story is told today by the wonderful children and adults of Christ Congregational Church 
 

 



HANDBELLS                      ‘Go Tell It On the Mountain’                 arr. Mary Ann Lightfoot  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
People: Make of my heart a stable, a house for the holy, a warm and sturdy place for Love to 
live and grow. 
Leader: In this moment we open the doors of our hearts to honesty before God about what we’ve 
done and left undone that created less love in a hurting world. Let us breathe out this regret… and 
breathe in the life-giving, for-giving Spirit of God… and out again with the Peace of Christ…  
People: Make of my life a stable, a house for the holy, a warm and sturdy place for Love to live 
and grow. 
Leader: Leader: In this moment we open the doors of our lives to the call of the Spirit, inviting us to 
become more than we can ask or imagine. Let us breathe out our fear… and breathe in the courage 
of the Spirit of God… and out again, with the Peace of Christ… 

ALL: Make of our church a stable, a house for the holy, a warm and sturdy place for Love to 
live and grow. 
Leader: In this moment we open the doors of this church, filling it with the compassion of Christ for all 
those who are struggling. We remember and pray for those on our prayer list and we lift them up 
especially as our siblings in Christ from this Beloved Community. We pray also pray for... 

 ...those who are suffering economic hardship, and insecurity in basic needs; may 
abundance be shared 

 … those who are suffering mentally, finding it difficult to cope; may paths open and 
hope return. 

 … those who are suffering illness or injury; may healing abound. 
 ...those who are suffering loneliness and isolation; may companionship and solace 

arrive. 
 ...those who are suffering discrimination, fear, and violence; may they know respect, 

respite, and safety. 
May the Advent of Compassion be born in us, reside within us, move outward from us, to meet the 
needs of the world, making a house for the Holy that is each and every child of God. We pray this in 
the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray… 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)                                                                                                                  
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

MUSICAL MEDITATION                   ‘When God is a Child’ (vs. 4)                                         No. 132 
               Joan Collier Fogg                              

CALL FOR OFFERINGS                                                                                                                       
 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/ 
 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                ‘Pacem’ 
 
DOXOLOGY                                      ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’                                    CRANHAM, 
                                                                                                                    harmonized by Gustav Holst 
                  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
       

http://www.brocktonucc.org/donate/


HYMN                                                        ‘People Look East’            No. 142 
(scroll down to music) 
      
BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE      Personent hodie                                   Rebecca Groom te Velde (b. 1956)                        
         
                 
 

 
 
 

 
Participating in Today’s Worship Service: 

Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ann-Marie Illsley, Associate Pastor 

Murray Kidd, Music Director 
Steven Young, Organist 
Alisa Cassola, Soloist 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
 
 
 

1McFee, Marcia. “Welcome to Worship Design Studio.” Worship Design Studio, https://worship-design-
studio.mn.co/posts/series-the-inn-advent-four-a-room-with-a-view-love. 

2Shuman, Thom. Confession: Luke 1: 46-55,                                                                                                   
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/12/confession-luke-1-46-55.html. 
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