
 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 5, 2021                                            9:55 am    
 

Welcome to worship!  We are glad to join together for worship in person and online. Whoever you 
are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. This morning, we will be 
celebrating the sacrament of communion. We hold that the communion table is open to any and all 
who desire a closer relationship with Christ. To prepare for this sacrament at home, we invite you to 
gather communion elements from what you have at hand, some bread or crackers and some juice or 
water. 
                           
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Sue Koza 
 
OPENING THE DOOR - THE THRESHOLD MOMENT 
 
Leader: Like the childhood game of “musical chairs,” we are convinced that there are not enough 
places at the table. And so we shrink the guest list just in case there is not enough, and we scramble 
to occupy the chairs first. And yet our sacred texts invite us to imagine and make real the gathering of 
all people to the table, robed in the garments of a Peace that comes with justice. This is what really 
matters - this is the fruit of what is right and good. 
 

Response (Light & Bible enter Sanctuary): 
Peace waits for us at Advent 
Peace waits for us to rest. 
Peace waits for our acceptance 

Of the truth that we are blessed. 
In this time of preparation 

For the work of co-creation, 
For the birthing of a world 

Of gentleness and play. 
Peace is born in us each day! 

 

Leader: Today we offer the Light of Peace to illumine the Door of Welcome. May this light shine in our 
hearts, in our lives, and in our church. May Peace awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater 
hospitality. There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 
 

 



Response (as the Candles of Hope and Peace are lit): 
Peace waits for us at Advent 
Peace waits for us to rest. 
Peace waits for our acceptance 

Of the truth that we are blessed. 
In this time of preparation 

For the work of co-creation, 
For the birthing of a world 

Of gentleness and play. 
Peace is born in us each day! 

 

HYMN                                       ‘One Candle is Lit’  (vs. 2)                  No.128 
(scroll down to music) 
 
WELCOMING CHRIST’S PEACE 
 
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you! 
People: And also with you! 
Leader: As we rise in body or spirit for our next hymn, I invite you to pass a “wave” of peace to the 
people around you - and to the people worshiping at home! 
 

HYMN     ‘Come, O Long Expected Jesus’           No. 125 

(scroll down to music) 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES 
(the children may be excused to their program after a time for all ages) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
Holy and loving God, we have dwelt in darkness and preferred it to the light; we have been 
proud of our accomplishments and despaired over our shortcomings. Smooth down the 
mountains of our pride, and lift up the vallets of our doubts. Open a path in the wilderness of 
our lives that we might find our way to you again. Refine us and prepare us once again for life 
in your Kin-dom. Hear our prayer, O God. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SCRIPTURE 
   
Philippians 1:3-11 

I Thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers. I’m thankful for all of you every time I pray, 
and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m glad because of the way you have been my partners in the 
ministry of the gospel from the time you first believed it until now. I’m sure about this: the one who 
started a good work in you will stay with you to complete the job by the day of Christ Jesus. I have 
good reason to think this way about all of you because I keep you in my heart. You are all my 
partners in god’s grace, both during my time in prison and in the defense and support of the gospel. 
God is my witness that I feel affection for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus.  
 
This is my prayer: that your love might become even more and more rich with knowledge and all 
kinds of insight. I pray this so that you will be able to decide what really matters and so you will be 
sincere and blameless on the day of Christ. I pray that you will then be filled with the fruit of 
righteousness, which comes from Jesus Christ, in order to give glory and praise to God. 
 

SERMON                        Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 



HYMN                                ‘Comfort, Comfort You My People’           No. 122 
(scroll down to music) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
People: Make of my heart a stable, a house for the holy, a warm and sturdy place for peace to 
live and grow. 
Leader: In this moment we open the doors of our hearts to honesty before God about what we’ve 
done and left undone that created less peace in a hurting world. Let us breathe out this regret… and 
breathe in the life-giving, for-giving Spirit of God… and out again with the Peace of Christ… 

People: Make of my life a stable, a house for the holy, a warm and sturdy place for peace to 
live and grow. 
Leader: In this moment we open the doors of our lives to the call of the Spirit, inviting us to become 
more than we can ask or imagine. Let us breathe out our fear… and breathe in the courage of the 
Spirit of God… and out again, with the Peace of Christ… 

People: Make of our church a stable, a house for the holy, a warm and sturdy place for peace 
to live and grow. 
Leader: In this moment we open the doors of this church, filling it with the compassion of Christ for all 
those who are struggling. We remember and pray for… 

 ...those who are suffering economic hardship, and insecurity in basic needs; may 
abundance be shared 

 … those who are suffering mentally, finding it difficult to cope; may paths open and 
hope return. 

 … those who are suffering illness or injury; may healing abound. 
 ...those who are suffering loneliness and isolation; may companionship and solace 

arrive. 
 ...those who are suffering discrimination, fear, and violence; may they know respect, 

respite, and safety. 
Mat the Advent of Compassion be born in us, reside within us, move outward from us, to meet the 
needs of the world, making a house for the Holy that is each and every child of God. We pray this in 
the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray... 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)                                                                                                                  
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

MUSICAL MEDITATION                   ‘When God is a Child’ (vs. 2)                                         No. 132 
               Joan Collier Fogg                              

CALL FOR OFFERINGS                                                                                                                       
 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/ 
 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                    ‘Christmas is Coming’                    arr. Joel Raney 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE                  ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’                                  CRANHAM, 
                                                                                                                   harmonized by Gustav Holst 
                  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

http://www.brocktonucc.org/donate/


 
 

        
 
                                              SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 
THE EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Leader: The Holy One be with you! 
People: And also with you! 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to God! 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the God of All That Is. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Birthing 
God, creator of heaven and earth. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your holy name: 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN                                                No. 111 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMEMBERING THE STORY  
Leader: In the midst of a time of despair, oppression, division, and fear, you came to live among us 
through the same birth we experienced.  
 
And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as a holy and living 
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
 



People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD & POURING OF THE CUP 
 
SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
*Communion will be shared by members of the congregation coming forward down the center aisle. Please 
wait for a member of the Deacons to tell you when to get in line. When you reach the front a piece of bread will 
be placed in your hands. Once you’ve received the bread please move toward the side of the sanctuary where 
you were seated, there you’ll receive the communion cup. Once you have received the elements of bread and 
cup you may return to your seats by the side aisle.* 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM     ‘Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent’            Gustav Holst 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
We thank you, God, for breaking into our world - and for pouring into our lives and our 
experiences. We thank you, God, for this meal of thanksgiving - and for the stories of love, 
grace, and hope that it tells. Amen. 
 
HYMN                                              ‘Blessed Be God of Israel’           No. 135  
(scroll down to music) 
      
BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE        Wachet auf!                                Aaron David Miller (b. 1974)                        
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Ann-Marie Illsley, Associate Pastor 

Murray Kidd, Music Director 
Steven Young, Organist 
Alisa Cassola, Soloist 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
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