
 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 7, 2021                                               9:55 am    
 

Welcome to worship!  We are glad to join together for worship in person and online. Whoever you 
are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. This morning, we will be 
celebrating the sacrament of communion. We hold that the communion table is open to any and all 
who desire a closer relationship with Christ. To prepare for this sacrament at home, we invite you to 
gather communion elements from what you have at hand, some bread or crackers and some juice or 
water. 
                           
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Sue Koza 
 
HYMN      ‘For All The Saints’            No. 637 
                                                                              
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: In all our weakness and strength, with our youth-filled bodies and our aging spirits, 
People: we come to be your people, O God. 
Leader: Strong in faith and eager with questions, singing our praise and whispering our prayers, 
People: we come to be your people, O God. 
Leader: Filled with saintly determination yet mindful of our human limitations, 
People: we come to be your people, O God. 
Leader: Made strong in your endless love for us, we know ourselves to be yours and… 

People: we come to be your people, O God. May we truly become your people this day in our 
worship. Amen. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)                                                                                              
Almighty God, You have set before us the path but we have wandered on our own to try to find 
our way. Sometimes we are like toddlers and we hear Your call and come back. Other times, 
we are children testing boundaries, ignoring Your call until fear finally makes us look back. 
And still other times we are full of youthful rebellion, demanding to be cut loose and set free, 
not knowing how much we still need to seek Your wisdom and guidance. But most of all, too 
often we think we are adults and have figured it all our and know our own way, only to stumble 



and stray so far. Remind us, parental God, that we are always Your children, that we are never 
fully grown up in Your sight, that we always have much to learn. Help us to seek You every 
day, to acknowledge that we need Your wisdom and guidance, and help us to return to the 
path and walk with You. In the name of Christ, who is our companion on this journey of faith, 
we pray. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 

HYMN                                           ‘Take My Life’             No. 609 
(scroll down to music) 
 
SCRIPTURE 

 
John 11:32-44 
When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” 

When Jesus saw her crying and the Jews who had come with her crying also, he was deeply 
disturbed and troubled. He asked, “Where have you laid him?” 

They replied, “Lord, come and see.” 

Jesus began to cry. The Jews said, “See how much he loved him!” But some of them said, “He 
healed the eyes of the man born blind. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” 

Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone covered the 
entrance. Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! He’s been dead four days.” 

Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?” So they removed the 
stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. I know you always hear me. I say 
this for the benefit of the crowd standing here so that they will believe that you sent me.” Having said 
this, Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his feet bound 
and his hands tied, and his face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” 

 

SERMON                        Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
HYMN                            ‘I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me’           No. 614 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
Leader: O God, who always listens to us, who breathes new life into us… 

People: Call us forward to resurrection. 
Leader: We are surrounded by a world of dry bones, a world of death and despair, a world where we 
lose hope in our structures, ourselves, and you. We pray for this world in need of your Word - for all 
the people in it, for those who lay down their lives, and for those who lead… 

*SILENT REFLECTION* 

Leader: O God, who always listens to us, who breathes new life into us… 

People: Call us forward to resurrection. 
Leader: We are surrounded by people with dried up lives, people unable to see your life past their 
tears. We pray for this world in need of your healing presence - for those who are imprisoned or 
alone, those who are ill or infirm, or grieving, and we especially pray for those who are closest to our 
hearts… 



*SILENT REFLECTION* 

Leader: O God, who always listens to us, who breathes new life into us… 

People: Call us forward to resurrection. 
Leader: Call us to follow in the footsteps of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us when 
we pray to say… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)                                                                                                                  
Our Father (Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.                                 

CALL FOR OFFERINGS                                                                                                                       
God has made us stewards of the rich resources that were given in Creation and are given anew 
each day. On this day, we make our offerings knowing that all that we have has come from God who 
will continue to provide. Let us put our hearts into our offerings as signs of our trust and faithfulness. 
We’ll now receive this morning’s offering. 
 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/ 
 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                       ‘Soon and Very Soon’ 
                  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
ALL SAINTS REMEMBRANCE 
During this time members of the Deacons will read the names of those who have died in the past 
year. After each name is read a bell will be rung one time. After the reading of the names the 
congregation will join together in saying the prayer below. 
 
Holy God, on this day we remember and honor your faithful servants. Hold these precious 
people in your eternal heart, O God. We thank you for them, and for all who have entrusted 
their lives to Jesus and followed him as faithful disciples. We want to learn from their trusting, 
from their loving and serving, and from their willingness to endure for him in sharing his 
mission on earth. May their spirits testify to us this day, that we may go forward into the future 
owning the faith and courage we have inherited. Amen. 
 
 

        
 
                                              SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 

http://www.brocktonucc.org/donate/


INVITATION  
Leader: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week Jesus Christ was 
raised from death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, and on that same day sat at the table with two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
ALL: This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, youth and children, all of 
God’s children, come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and gather 
about Christ’s table. 
Leader: This table is for all who wish to be fed, regardless of where they are in their faith journey. This 
is God’s table, meant for the community of God’s people to share in it. This table, along with the many 
other tables where food and drink are being shared in Christ’s name, is meant to remind us of the 
grace that we have received from God - and that we continue to receive God’s grace throughout 
eternity. 
 
THE COMMUNION PRAYER  
Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Leader: Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, we 
thank you for your constant love for all you have made. We thank you for all that sustains life, for all 
people of faith in every generation who have given themselves to your will, and especially for Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent from your own being as our Savior. We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, 
death, and resurrection, and for the calling forth of your church for its mission in the world. Gifted by 
the presence of your Holy Spirit we offer ourselves to you as we receive, once again, your grace 
through simple elements of bread and cup. Amen. 
 
REMEMBERING THE STORY  
Leader: On the night that he was betrayed Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to 
the disciples saying, “Take, eat; this is my body given for you” 
 
After supper Jesus took a cup, gave thanks for it, and gave it to the disciples saying, “Drink of it, all of 
you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 
We remember Christ’s promise not to drink of the fruit of the vine again until the heavenly banquet at 
the close of history, and we boldly proclaim the great mystery of our faith,  
 
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD & POURING OF THE CUP 
 
SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM   ‘A Place at the Table’ 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
 
ALL: Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by granting 
us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us 
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



HYMN                                              ‘In the Bulb There Is a Flower’                               No. 638 
(scroll down to music)      

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                           Allegro con brio (Sonata IV)                  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
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ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT 

SAVE THE DATE NOV. 28TH 
 

After completing the work of installing our organ's 
choir division this past spring we will take an 
opportunity to gather and celebrate, and to 

dedicate our organ in prayer and worship. The 
concert will take place at 3:00 PM on November 
28th, and more details will be forthcoming as the 

planning team does their work. 









 
    


