
          

 
 

 
 
 
 

October 31, 2021                                                               9:55 am    
 

Welcome to worship!  Whether you are here with us in person or joining us online we welcome you to 
worship. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!          
An asterisk (*) next to a part of our worship outline means that we invite everyone for whom it is comfortable to 
rise to their feet for that portion of worship.                         
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Sue Koza 
 
HYMN                                                         ‘For All the Saints’                      No. 637 

(scroll down to music) 
                                                                                 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Hear, O people of God - our God is one. Hear the commandments of our God. 
People: First, love your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
Leader: Hear, O people of God - our God is one. Recite the commandments to your children and hold 
them in your hearts. 
People: Second, love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these 
calls to love. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                        
(the children may be excused to their program after a time for all ages) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)                                                                                              
Leader: Again and Again you call us to care for widows and orphans, to advocate for those in prison, 
to welcome the strangers. 
People: O God, we hear your call, but all around us we hear the cry that there is not enough 
for all, and that some are undeserving. 
Leader: Again and again you call us to love you with our whole heart, understanding, and strength; 
such love demands that we seek justice for those who are oppressed, poor, and forgotten. 
People: O God, we hear your call, but all around us are competing calls of worldly loyalties, 
political parties, and public acclaim. 
Leader: Again and again, you urge us to seek you first. We long to trust the path of love for you and 
our neighbors as ourselves. 



People: Yet we fear that our “land of milk and honey” has become a land of moral famine and 
economic hardship, and we wonder at times if you have abandoned us. 
Leader: Again and again you urge us not to lean on our own understanding but in all our ways to 
acknowledge you, 
People: And yet we are often distracted by the clamor of fear dressed up as reason. 
Leader: As we prepare our hearts and minds in these days, you remind us to follow you so that it may 
go well for us, our neighbors, our nation, and our world… 
People: Yet too often we forget to observe your statutes of compassion and your ordinances 
of justice. Forgive us, O God, and walk with us as our divine parent. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
HYMN         ‘Give Me a Clean Heart’      Margaret Douroux 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Now these are the commandments, the regulations, and the case laws that the LORD your God 
commanded me to teach you to follow in the land you are entering to possess, so that you will fear 
the LORD your God by keeping all his regulations and his commandments that I am commanding 
you—both you and your sons and daughters—all the days of your life and so that you will lengthen 
your life. Listen to them, Israel! Follow them carefully so that things will go well for you and so that 
you will continue to multiply exactly as the LORD, your ancestors’ God, promised you, in a land full of 
milk and honey. 

Israel, listen! Our God is the LORD! Only the LORD! 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your being, and all your strength. These words that I 
am commanding you today must always be on your minds. Recite them to your children. Talk about 
them when you are sitting around your house and when you are out and about, when you are lying 
down and when you are getting up. Tie them on your hand as a sign. They should be on your 
forehead as a symbol. Write them on your house’s doorframes and on your city’s gates. 

Mark 12:28-34 

One of the legal experts heard their dispute and saw how well Jesus answered them. He came over 
and asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” 

Jesus replied, “The most important one is Israel, listen! Our God is the one Lord, and you must love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
The second is this, You will love your neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is greater than 
these.” 

The legal expert said to him, “Well said, Teacher. You have truthfully said that God is one and there is 
no other besides him. And to love God with all of the heart, a full understanding, and all of one’s 
strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself is much more important than all kinds of entirely 
burned offerings and sacrifices.” 

When Jesus saw that he had answered with wisdom, he said to him, “You aren’t far from God’s 
kingdom.” After that, no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

 
SERMON                        Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 



 
HYMN                                          ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’           No. 631 

(scroll down for words) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
Leader: Our prayer today is for all who are victims of cruel laws and petty laws, those who are 
subjected to prejudice and denied opportunities, excluded, pushed to the margins. The Lord our God 
is one… 

People: We will love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: Our prayer today is for all those who are betrayed, who don’t know loyalty, who fear to trust, 
or to love, and who don’t realize that they’re already loved by you. The Lord our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: Our prayer today is for the landless and homeless, the refugee and evicted, those who find 
themselves in foreign places and strange places. The Lord our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: Our prayer today is for the overworked and the underpaid, for those in dangerous work and 
those in compassionate work, for those who long to work but are denied the opportunity. The Lord our 
God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: Our prayer today is for the Church, for all the branches of the vine including this one we 
gather as part of today - the body of Christ, people of Christ, Beloved Community for whom the Lord 
our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: Our prayer today is for the creation gifts, this earth in all its mighty wonder, yet tender 
fragility, the gifts of life and resources to treasure. The Lord our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: Our prayer today is for the gifts we give that we will give generously and thankfully and that 
we’ll use these gifts with wisdom and love. The Lord our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: Our prayer today is for those who lie close to our hearts - those whom we worry about, those 
whom we miss, those who carry disproportionate burdens at this time, and for all those who are on 
our prayer list this week. The Lord our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: The Lord our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: The Lord our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: The Lord our God is one… 

People: We will love will all our heart, all our soul, all our strength. 
Leader: Let us pray, as one, in the way Jesus taught us saying… 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                             
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

HYMN                                     ‘My Lord, What a Morning’                  No. 708 
(scroll down for words) 

 



CALL FOR OFFERINGS                                                                                                                       
Brothers and sisters, Dr. Martin Luther King reminds us: “I can never be what I ought to be until you 
are what you ought to be. You can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be.” The 
invitation to bring our tithes, pledges, and offerings is an invitation to support one another, those 
within this community and beyond, to become all of what we are called to be. Our tithes, pledges, and 
offerings - both monetary and other - enable us to give thanks to God for the resources we have been 
given and enable us to be resources for others. As we give to this ministry, we help others become 
what they can be and we become more of what we can be. Give generously, help to plant the seeds, 
and watch the miracles of God unfold in our lives and our ministry together. 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/ 
 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                 ‘In the Stillness of This Moment’ 
 
*DOXOLOGY       ‘Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow’                 No. 47 
(scroll down for words) 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Thank you, O God, for the gifts of your people. Help us that we rely not on our own 
understanding in the use of these gifts, but to seek your wisdom. Knowing that as we do, your 
divine vision will be revealed and your people near and far will be blessed. Amen. 
 
HYMN             ‘The Lord Will Make a Way Somehow’          No. 620 
(scroll down to music) 
    
BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE                Allegro giocoso (Sept improvisations, Opus 150)                Camille Saint-Saëns 

                     (1835-1921)             
 
 
  
 

Participating in Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 
Ann-Marie Illsley, Associate Pastor 

Murray Kidd, Music Director 
Dr. Steven Young, Organist 

Alisa Cassola, Soloist 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 

 
 
 
 

1Jackson, Rev. Dr. Cari. “Pentecost 23-October 31.” United Church of Christ, 3 Aug. 2021, 
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/pentecost-23-october-31/. 

2Macdonald, Rev. Iain. “Prayers of the People: We Will Love.” Prayers of the People: We Will Love, 24 
Oct. 2012, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/10/prayers-of-people-we-will-love.html. 

http://www.brocktonucc.org/donate/


 

  
 
 
 

ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT - SAVE THE DATE NOV. 28TH 

 

After completing the work of installing our organ's choir division this past spring we will take an opportunity to 
gather and celebrate, and to dedicate our organ in prayer and worship. The concert will take place at 3:00 PM 
on November 28th, and more details will be forthcoming as the planning team does their work. 
 









 







 


