
 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 5, 2021                                                    9:55 am    
 

Welcome to worship!  We are glad to join together for worship in person and online. Whoever you 
are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. This morning, we will be 
celebrating the sacrament of communion. We hold that the communion table is open to any and all 
who desire a closer relationship with Christ. To prepare for this sacrament at home, we invite you to 
gather communion elements from what you have at hand, some bread or crackers and some juice or 
water. 
                           
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Sue Koza 
                                                                               
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Listen - all creation rejoices, can you hear it? 
People: There is so much noise and chatter, are you sure there is music? 
Leader: Listen - the wilderness and desert are breaking out in song, can you hear it? 
People: It’s been so long since we’ve heard a melody of praise. 
Leader: Listen - the crocus blooms with joyful singing, the very mountains join in the refrain. Can you 
hear it? 
People: We join our voices in hope, worshipping our God who brings forth a new song in the 
world. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

 

HYMN                                ‘Jesus, Lover of My Soul’           No. 542 
(scroll down to music) 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES       
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)                                                                                              
God of justice and righteousness, your call beckons to us - to live faithful lives, to turn from 
wickedness, to walk in your ways. Yet it is so easy to turn aside - to speak a thoughtless word, 
to ignore those in need, to strike out in anger, to forget your ways. Forgive us. Implant your 
word in our hearts, and cleanse us from all evil. By the power of your love bring us into closer 
relationship with you that we might faithfully serve you. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
ANTHEM                                               ‘Amazing Grace’                       arr. Jerry Ray 
(scroll down to music)                                            Dani Kardisco, soloist 
 
SCRIPTURE 

 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
    and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
    the majesty of our God. 

 
Strengthen the weak hands, 
    and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
    “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
    He will come and save you.” 

 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
    and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 
A highway shall be there, 
    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
    but it shall be for God’s people; 
    no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 
    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
    and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 



 

SERMON                        Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
HYMN                                    ‘Open My Eyes, That I May See’                                         No. 586 
(scroll down to music) 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)                                                                                                                  
Our Father (Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.                                 

CALL FOR OFFERINGS                                                                                                                       
Proverbs 22:9 says, “Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.” 
Let us celebrate our blessings with generosity as we collect the offering for the work and worship of 
this congregation. 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/ 
 
 

OFFERTORY                    
    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Generous God, you have made rich and poor, powerful and vulnerable alike in your image. 
Bless the gifts we have gathered today that we may use them to protect the afflicted and bring 
greater justice to your world. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                
 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
INVITATION 
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who believe in 
me shall never thirst.” Friends, all are welcome at this table of salvation and spiritual nourishment. 
People: In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to know the 
risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread. 
 

http://www.brocktonucc.org/donate/


GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
REMEMBERING THE STORY 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE POURING OF THE CUP 
 
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 
Leader: This bread that we have broken is the bread of life. It is the sign of Christ’s body. 
People: Through this bread we participate in the body of Christ, united in our call to 
discipleship. 
Leader: Take, eat, and be one with him. 
 
Leader: Jesus is the true vine. This cup, poured of the true vine, is the cup of salvation for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
People: Through this cup we participate in the new life that Christ offers through Grace and 
never ending love. 
Leader: Take, drink, and be one in his love. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN                                                No. 111 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)                                                                                          
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the 
presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us 
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

HYMN                                                   ‘Wind Upon the Waters’                                         No. 247 
(scroll down to music)      

BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE                      
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