
 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 3, 2021                                9:55 am    
 

Welcome to worship!  We are glad to join together for worship in person and online. Whoever you 
are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. This morning, we will be 
celebrating the sacrament of communion. We hold that the communion table is open to any and all 
who desire a closer relationship with Christ. To prepare for this sacrament at home, we invite you to 
gather communion elements from what you have at hand, some bread or crackers and some juice or 
water. 
                           
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Sue Koza 
                                                                               
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: We gather today as the people of God, as a community of Christ’s followers. 
People: We gather to share Word and sacrament, to discern the ways of faithful service. 
Leader: Where in the world shall we serve God? 
People: At home and school and in our places of work - in this community and throughout 
every land. 
Leader: How in the world shall we serve God? 
People: By working toward justice where there is oppression, by offering comfort where there 
is pain, by sharing love where there is hatred. 
Leader: Why in the world shall we serve God? 
People: Because the Spirit beckons us, because Jesus calls us to enact our faith. Let us now 
worship the one who calls us! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

 

HYMN                            ‘God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending’         No. 606 
(scroll down to music) 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)                                                                                              
God of Grace, you have called us into this beautiful family of faith, and you have given us to 
each other as a gift. Sometimes we take this gift for granted. Sometimes we forget how much 
we really need other people. And sometimes we remember, but still fail to share the same 
forgiveness, acceptance, and love that you have shown us. Forgive us these times, O God. 
Grant us the grace we need to live as your family, and hear us now as we lift up to you our 
silent prayers of confession… 
 
Leader: Amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
SCRIPTURE 

 
Acts 2:42-47  
The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their shared meals, 
and to their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone. God performed many wonders and signs 
through the apostles. All the believers were united and shared everything. They would sell pieces of 
property and possessions and distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them. Every day, they 
met together in the temple and ate in their homes. They shared food with gladness and simplicity. 
They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added daily to the 
community those who were being saved. 
 

SERMON                        Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
HYMN                                   ‘Diverse In Culture, Nation, Race’           No. 485 
(scroll down to music) 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)                                                                                                                  
Our Father (Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.                                 

CALL FOR OFFERINGS                                                                                                                       
In communion with one another, let us share what we have received, knowing that we are one flesh 
with all humanity. Let us now receive our morning’s offering. 
 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/ 
 
 

OFFERTORY                      Adagio (Concerto in B Minor)                        J. G. Walther 
                  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.brocktonucc.org/donate/


                                                                
 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

*For communion today, those who are present in the sanctuary are invited to come forward to receive 
the elements from one of our deacons by proceeding down the center aisle, upon the direction of an 
usher. Please take a piece of bread from one of the many varieties we have available, and then 
proceed to take a cup of juice. You may leave your cup with the deacon at the end of the line. From 
there please proceed back to your seat by using the side aisles 
 
INVITATION  
Leader: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week Jesus Christ was 
raised from death, appeared to Mary Magdelene, and on that same day sat at the table with two 
disciples, and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
ALL: This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, youth and children, come 
from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and gather around Christ’s table.  
Leader: This table is for all who wish to know the presence of Christ more deeply, and to share in the 
community of God’s people. 
 
THE COMMUNION PRAYER  
Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
COMMUNION HYMN                                                No. 111 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REMEMBERING THE STORY  
Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, and on the eve of death, Jesus 
gathered the disciples for the feast of Passover. Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the great 
mystery of our faith.  
ALL: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
BLESSING OF MANY BREADS  
Leader (unleavened bread): Unleavened bread reminds us of all who eat their bread in haste. May it 
symbolize for us all the refugees who, like the Jews of old, have to leave their homes and flee before 
danger. May it remind us, too, of the homeless in our own city and country. 
 
ALL: We pray, O God, for the uprooted people of the world; we remember the homeless in our 
own cities; let us in Spirit be with all who wander seeking a home. 
 
Leader (rye bread): In medieval England, rye bread was the staple of the working class. Let it 
represent for all, those who work and those unemployed who seek work. 
 
ALL: We pray, O God, for all those who work, for those who work in dignity and for those 
whose work robs them of dignity. 
 
Leader (tortillas): The tortillas symbolize those who pray for their daily bread in Latin and Central 
America, places still torn with gang violence, political violence, and conflict. Place where people send 
their children hundreds of miles from home, hoping they will find safety and security far from home. 
Let this bread speak to us of all who suffer in war, those who live in fear, those who are bereaved and 
persecuted, and those who yearn to eat their bread in peace. 
 
ALL: We pray, O God, for the oppressed, the wandering children and their parents who seek 
peace in their lives so they may raise their children in a world sweetened by justice. 
 
Leader (saltines): The saltines represent to us the elderly, the salty ones, men and women who have 
endured, who have learned wisdom but who are fragile. 
 
ALL: Let us remember, O God, those who are what we shall become, at the end of life may 
they be given their daily bread and your Shalom. 
 
Leader (shortbread): Shortbread brings to mind children, boys and girls and those who care for them. 
May this bread with its sweetness symbolize for us all those who must trustingly turn to others to 
provide their daily bread. 
 
ALL: We pray, O God, for all the children of the world, we give thanks. Open us to hear their 
cry for daily bread that out of the bounty of the earth we may feed even the least of your 
beloved children. 
 
Leader (cornbread): May this bread, made gluten free, remind us of Native Americans and people of 
the African diaspora who had their land taken from them - and who were taken from their land - and 
who in losing their land, were disconnected from their way of life. Let this bread represent all those 
who have been forced from their homes and the land they love. 
 
ALL: We pray, O God, for all those in the past and present who, in war and by force, have been 
driven from their homes. The Jews in Europe, the people in many African countries, the native 
peoples of the Americas, the Palestinian and Israeli people, the Syrians and people of Ukraine 
and Eastern Europe. May your Shalom give us a vision of justice and healing that we may 
participate in now and in the coming days. AMEN. 
 



Leader: All are welcome at this table, for this is God’s table - not ours. And in God’s Kin-dom no one 
goes hungry. Let us pray… 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
Receive the elements by coming forward. If you need communion to be brought to you please notify 
one of the deacons and bread and cup will be brought to you. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC 
 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Leader: You have given yourself to us, O God. 
People: Now we give ourselves to others. 
Leader: Your love has made us a new people. 
People: As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 
Leader: Your glory has filled our hearts. 
People: Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen. 

HYMN                                                   ‘I Want Jesus to Walk With Me’          No. 627 
(scroll down to music)      

BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE            Allegro (Concerto in B minor)               Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) 
 
                 

The Christ Congregational Church gives a warm welcome to our new 
Organist/Accompianist - Dr. Steven Young 

 
 

Participating in Today’s Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 
Ann-Marie Illsley, Associate Pastor 

Steven Young, Accompanist 
Alisa Cassola, Soloist 

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
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Save the Date for October Midday Music   

October 20th, 2021 
 

October Midday Music is coming soon! 
 

Join us in the sanctuary at Christ Church on 

October 20th, 2021 at 12:15 pm! 
 

Featuring Guest Organist: Gigi Mitchell Velasco 
 

Free; donations accepted for the Arts and Music Fund 
 

We hope to see you there! 







 


