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CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, BROCKTON, MA

June 27, 2021 9:55 am

Welcome to worship! Whether you are here with us in person or joining us online we welcome you to
worship. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE CHIMES

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Sue Koza

ST TEMEN OF WEL' OME
THE LOVE OF CHRIST FOR EACH PERSON KNOWS NO BOUNDS, AND...

We, at Christ Congregational Church, United Church of Christ of Brockton, celebrate the
diversity of God'’s creation and seek to be a community of Christians who live in openness to
the voice of the Still Speaking God.

We celebrate family in all its diverse forms and honor, support, and bless all loving and
committed relationships.

As we seek to live our our mission to live Christ's compassion and promote justice, healing,
and wholeness of life, we welcome into our community persons of every gender, sexual
orientation, gender identity and expression, mental and physical ability, age, race, nationality,
economic and social status, faith background, marital standing and family structure.

We invite and welcome all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship,
sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow
together in faith and love.

We remember our promises made at baptism, therefore no matter who you are or where you
are on life’s journey, you are welcome to this United Church of Christ.



CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Sing praises to God, O you faithful ones,

People: and give thanks to God’s holy name.

Leader: Weeping may linger for the night,

People: but joy comes with the morning.

Leader: You have turned my mourning into dancing,

People: so that my soul may praise you and not be silent.
ALL: O God, I will give thanks to you forever.

OPENING PRAYER

HYMN ‘In the Midst of New Dimensions’ No. 391 NCH
(scroll down to music)

A TIME FOR ALL AGES

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Leader: Jesus said, “Everyone is welcome into my kingdom, especially those on the margins.
People: We say, “Everyone is welcome into the kingdom, except those on the margins.
Leader: Jesus said, “Everyone is equal in the eyes of God.”

People: We say, “We have made a nice, hierarchical Church where men hold most of the
power.

Leader: Jesus said, “Everyone is made in the image of God.”

People: We say, “God is male, white, Western and definitely heterosexual.”

Leader: Jesus said, “Nothing is impossible to God.”

People: We say, “We would rather stick to the things we know are possible.”

Leader: Jesus said, Love your neighbor as yourself.

People: We say, “I'll love my neighbor as long as they are the same as me.”

Leader: Jesus said, “Sell all you have and follow me.”

People: We say, “l would rather leave Jesus and his challenging statements at the Church’s
door.”

Leader: Jesus said, “Feed the hungry.”

People: We say, “l think that means feed myself first.”

Leader: Jesus said, “I have come to turn the world and its values upside down.

People: We say, “We have turned the world back up the right way.”

ALL: Almighty God, forgive us for the ways we seek to form the world in our own image,
rather than embracing a world already created in your image. Help us to see with your eyes, to
embrace with your arms, and to recognize your divine spark in each one of your children.
Amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

SCRIPTURE

Mark 5:21-43

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered
around him while he was by the lake. Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and
when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. He pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying.
Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” So Jesus went with him.



A large crowd followed and pressed around him. And a woman was there who had been subject to
bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had
spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. When she heard about Jesus, she
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, “If | just touch his
clothes, | will be healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was
freed from her suffering.

At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked,
“Who touched my clothes?”

“You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who
touched me?’”

But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the woman, knowing what had
happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. He said
to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”

While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader.
“Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?”

Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”

He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. When they
came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing
loudly. He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but
asleep.” But they laughed at him.

After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him,
and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which
means “Little girl, | say to you, get up!”). Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around (she
was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let
anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.

SERMON Talitha Koum Rev. Katrina Clinton

HYMN ‘Draw us in the Spirit's Tether’ No. 392
(scroll down to music)

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father (Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

ANTHEM ‘Sweet, Sweet Spirit’ No. 261
(scroll down to music)



CALL FOR OFFERINGS A Gay Psalm (written by Sigrid Rutishauser-James)
Give praise to God, Give praise with all your being!

Let lips that have not dared to speak should words of praise!

Let hearts restrained through hurt and fear share love in praise!

Let hands rejected, tied, and ignored build works of praise!

Let minds, crushed by silent torment, create new praise!

Let every life constricted and cramped release its praise!

Give praise to God, offer God your praise with all your being!

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN ‘In This Very Room’ No. 295
(scroll down to music)

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Participating in Todays Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Ann-Marie lllsley, Associate Pastor
Rev. Katrina Clinton, Guest Preacher

Murray Kidd, Music Director
Sylvia Berry, Accompanist
Alisa Cassola, Soloist
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter
Adam Morales, Worship Leader
Eva Lomba, Worship Leader

Written by Rev. Katrina Clinton for Christ Congregational Church’s PRIDE worship service, June 27t 2021.

2Duncan, Geoffrey, and Jay Hulme. Courage to Love: Liturgies for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
Community, Pilgrim Press, 2002, pp. 97-97.

3B, Suzi. Courage to Love: Liturgies for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community, edited by Geoffrey
Duncan, Pilgrim Press, 2002, pp. 92-93.

4Tuck, Duncan L. Courage to Love: Liturgies for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community, edited by
Geoffrey Duncan, Pilgrim Press, 2002, pp. 42—42.

5Hulme, Jay. Courage to Love: Liturgies for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community, edited by Geoffrey
Duncan, Pilgrim Press, 2002, pp. 100-101. Adapted.

5Rutishauser-James, Sigrid. Courage to Love: Liturgies for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community,
edited by Geoffrey Duncan, Pilgrim Press, 2002, pp. 219-219.
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In the Midst of New Dimensions 391

Jielian Rusk, 1985; alt Cien, $:13-16; Erod. [320-22; Num Jé:14
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Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether 392
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WORDS and MUSIC: Dorls Akers, 1962

& 1962 Marma Music, Inc.
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295 In This Very Room
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2. In this ver-y room there's quite e- nough love for all of us,
3. In this ver-y room there's quite e- nough love for all the world,
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and in this ver-y moom  there’s quite e- nough joy for one like me;

and in this ver-y room  there's quite e- nough joy for all of us
and in this ver-y room  there's quite e- nough  joy for all the world;
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WORDS and MUSIC: Ron and Caral Harris, 1979 I THIS VERY ROOM
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