
          

 
 

 
 
 
 

April 25, 2021                                                                                         9:55 am 

    
 

Welcome to worship!  While we can’t be together physically, we are glad to join together for worship 
online. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.    
                         
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                Barry Shelley 
                                                                                
CALL TO WORSHIP                 
Leader: With grace flowing, the poet sings the opening lines of the famous prayer, “The Lord is my 
shepherd. I shall not want.” 
People: We hear the Psalmist’s contentment and wonder about our own. 
Leader: Settled on the ground, with grass tickling their toes, the psalmist rests, “God makes me to lie 
down in green pastures. She leads me beside still waters. She restores my soul.” 
People We hear their deep need for rest and wonder about our own. 
Leader: With a deep sigh, the psalmist declares, “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear 
no evil; for you are with me. You prepare a table before me. You anoint me. My cup overflows. 
People: We recognize their bold courage and wonder about our own. 
Leader: Remembering God’s faithfulness, the psalmist finds words to carry with them, “Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
my whole life long.” 
People: We hear their faithful trust and wonder about our own. 
Leader: Holy Spirit of Rest and Renewal, in this time of worship inspire us with words both ancient 
and new so that we may find the words that connect us to You. 
People: Amen and amen! 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
       
HYMN                                        ‘Through It All’                                          No. 555 
(scroll down to music) 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)                                                                                              
Holy One, we hear the comforting ancient poetry of the psalmist but wonder, is it true? Will 
you really provide for what we need? Will you bring us to a place of rest? Will you protect us 
from enemies, even when they share our dinner table? We confess that rather than being only 
filled with holy wonder, we are also filled with skepticism at the ancient words. We can quickly 
tally up the times we didn’t feel provided for or protected from danger. We count the times we 
could not catch a break when we desperately needed it. So Holy One, shepherd our busy 
minds back to the here and now, help our spirits forgive the grudges we hold, and invite us to 
experience You as truly present. In these moments of quiet, offer us rest for a moment. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

                                      
SCRIPTURE 
 
Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; 
my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever. 

John 10:11-18 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. When the hired hand 
sees the wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away. That’s because he isn’t the shepherd; the 
sheep aren’t really his. So the wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them. He’s only a hired hand and 
the sheep don’t matter to him. 

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own sheep and they know me, just as the Father knows me and 
I know the Father. I give up my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that don’t belong to this sheep 
pen. I must lead them too. They will listen to my voice and there will be one flock, with one shepherd. 

“This is why the Father loves me: I give up my life so that I can take it up again. No one takes it from 
me, but I give it up because I want to. I have the right to give it up, and I have the right to take it up 
again. I received this commandment from my Father.” 

 

SERMON                        Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
HYMN                             ‘My Shepherd, You Supply My Need’             No. 80 
(scroll down to music)                                                                      



PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                  
Our Father (Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM                                  ‘Just a Closer Walk with Thee’           No. 557 
(scroll down to music) 
 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
Like a shepherd tending to those in their care, God has offered us rest and renewal, protection and 
mercy, love and nourishment. In response, we are invited to give a portion of our time, energy, gifts, 
and prayers so that others in this world may experience the same. 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/     
 

                       
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
   
HYMN              ‘Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us’          New Century Hymnal 
(scroll down to music) 
  
BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE 
   
 
 
 
 

 Participating in Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor  
Ann-Marie Illsley, Associate Pastor 

Murray Kidd, Music Director 
Sylvia Berry, Accompanist 

Alisa Cassola, Soloist 
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
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