
          

 
 

 
 

 
 

April 18, 2021                                                    9:55 am 
    
 

Welcome to worship!  While we can’t be together physically, we are glad to join together for worship 
online. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.    
                         
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                Barry Shelley 
                                                                                
CALL TO WORSHIP                 
Leader: Christ is risen, and greets us with peace. 
People: The peace of Christ is among us, indeed. 
Leader: We are witnesses of God’s glory and steadfast love. 
People: The transforming love of Christ is among us, indeed! 
Leader: Come, let us worship God together. 
People: Let us worship the God of peace and transformation! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
       
HYMN                            ‘Alleluia, Sing to Jesus’                                          No. 233 
(scroll down to music) 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                              
Ever-present God, forgive us when we stand in disbelief, and comfort us when our fears 
outweigh your peace. God, forgive us when we become too busy to pray. Help us when we fail 
to see our neighbors in need. Abiding God, forgive us when we are overwhelmed with bad 
news, and shut down completely. In these times, remind us that we are called to be your love-
lived, your faithful witnesses, and your humble servants. Help us to wake up to the work of 
love, and to your renewing strength each day, we pray. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 
 
 
                                       



SCRIPTURE 

Luke 24:13-48 

On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. They were talking to each other about everything that had happened. While they were 
discussing these things, Jesus himself arrived and joined them on their journey. They were prevented 
from recognizing him. 

He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?” They stopped, their faces 
downcast. 

The one named Cleopas replied, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who is unaware of the things 
that have taken place there over the last few days?” 

He said to them, “What things?” 

They said to him, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth. Because of his powerful deeds and words, he 
was recognized by God and all the people as a prophet. But our chief priests and our leaders handed 
him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him. We had hoped he was the one who would 
redeem Israel. All these things happened three days ago. But there’s more: Some women from our 
group have left us stunned. They went to the tomb early this morning and didn’t find his body. They 
came to us saying that they had even seen a vision of angels who told them he is alive. Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found things just as the women said. They didn’t see 
him.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! Your dull minds keep you from believing all that the 
prophets talked about. Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” Then he interpreted for them the things written about himself in all the scriptures, starting with 
Moses and going through all the Prophets. 

When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was going on ahead. But they urged him, saying, 
“Stay with us. It’s nearly evening, and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. After 
he took his seat at the table with them, he took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
Their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. They said to 
each other, “Weren’t our hearts on fire when he spoke to us along the road and when he explained 
the scriptures for us?” 

They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying to each other, “The Lord really has risen! He appeared to 
Simon!” Then the two disciples described what had happened along the road and how Jesus was 
made known to them as he broke the bread. 

While they were saying these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
They were terrified and afraid. They thought they were seeing a ghost. 

He said to them, “Why are you startled? Why are doubts arising in your hearts? Look at my hands 
and my feet. It’s really me! Touch me and see, for a ghost doesn’t have flesh and bones like you see I 
have.” As he said this, he showed them his hands and feet. Because they were wondering and 
questioning in the midst of their happiness, he said to them, “Do you have anything to eat?” They 
gave him a piece of baked fish. Taking it, he ate it in front of them. 



Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the Law from Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures. He said to them, “This is what is written: 
the Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and a change of heart and life for the 
forgiveness of sins must be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. 

SERMON            Wondrous Love          Marilyn Kendrix 
 
HYMN                                      ‘What Wondrous Love is This’                                                                       
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                  
Our Father (Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM                                     ‘I Want Jesus to Walk With Me’                                  No. 627 
(scroll down to music) 
 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
Today we are reminded of the joy surrounding the witness to Jesus’ resurrection! We remember that 
before their resurrection joy, these witnesses experienced grief at the cross. Witnessing the Risen 
Christ in their midst challenges the disciples to turn their disbelief into joyful belief. Witnessing the 
Risen Christ challenges the disciples to turn their fear into a courageous proclamation of God’s glory. 
God calls forth a transformative love that marks a change in the ways of repentance and forgiveness, 
by witnessing the Good News of salvation for everyone, everywhere. So let us give thanks for God’s 
steadfast love by being witnesses to those who are hungry for food, encouragement, and relationship. 
Let us also witness to those who are poor in spirit by allowing God’s Spirit to loosen our grip on 
belongings and possessions, in order to awaken every troubled heart. And, lastly, let us offer 
ourselves in gratitude and with generosity, as witnesses to God’s goodness by our joyful giving. 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/     
 

                       
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
   
HYMN                                    ‘Leaning on the Everlasting Arms’                              No. 560 
(scroll down to music) 
  
BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE 
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1Rev. Dr. Harvey Guillaume, Sheila. “Easter 3 - April 18.” United Church of Christ, 11 Mar. 2021, 
www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-3-april-18/. 

2Shuman, Thom. Call to Worship/Prayer for Easter 3 A, 28 Apr. 2011,                                                      
re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/04/call-to-worshipprayer-for-easter-3.html. 

 
 
                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Midday Music 
 

            
 

Midday Music this month will feature Dr. Steven Young, professor of Music at Bridgewater State 
University, performing on our Austin Organ. The program, "An All-American April," will be streamed 

starting at noon on Wednesday April 21st. The link will be sent via email and posted on our Facebook 
Page, the Christ Church Pipe Organ Series. 

 



 





 


