
          

 
 

 
 

 
 

April 11, 2021                                                         9:55 am 
    
 

Welcome to worship!  While we can’t be together physically, we are glad to join together for worship 
online. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.    
                         
PRELUDE 

Fanfare-Rondeau by Jean-Joseph Mouret (1682 - 1738) 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                Barry Shelley 
                                                                                
CALL TO WORSHIP                 
Leader: At the beginning of the day, at the beginning of the week, the faithful yet fearful people 
gathered together. It was then that the Spirit of God came among them and whispered… 

People: Peace be with you. 
Leader: Their hearts skipped a beat as they double checked that the lock on the front door was still 
latched. So the Presence of God spoke a little louder… 

People: Peace be with you. 
Leader: They looked around at each other, puzzled, amazed, befuddled, and bewildered. Some 
smiled. Some doubted. Some wondered if it were just too magical sounding or too good to be true. So 
the Christ showed them that his own scars were not the end of the story and that is when the words 
of God began to feel joyous… 

People: Peace be with you! 
Leader: From that day on, the people of God repeated the words to one another when they gathered. 
From one generation to the next, they exchanged the words as a greeting to one another to 
remember that Holy interruption of their fear… 

People: Peace be with you!! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
       
HYMN                                   ‘The Strife Is O’er’                                                    No. 221 
(scroll down to music) 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                              
Reader 1: Holy One, our confession won’t be news to you, but maybe if we allow it to be spoken 
aloud, You can help us find a way forward. 
 
Reader 2: Holy One, we have doubts. We’re not talking about doubts like Thoma - his were perfectly 
reasonable - after all we too long to see You, touch You, and truly know You. 
 
Reader 1: Our doubts feel different. We doubt that the peace you offer is really possible because our 
own minds are a mess of thoughts. 
 
Reader 2: We doubt that new life is possible because the wounds we bear are still overwhelming. 
 
Reader 1: We doubt that You really intended to call us when You called the disciples to be of service 
in creating a new way of being in the world. 
 
Reader 2: We hear the age-old stories, but we are filled with doubts about ourselves, and if we are 
honest, doubts about your Holy possibilities. Holy One, in these moments of stillness, hear our doubts 
and settle our hearts, souls, and minds… (brief silence) Amen. 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

Reader 1: In the midst of the disciples’ doubts and worries, in the midst of their fear, the Spirit of God 
came among them and whispered, “Peace be with you.” Beloved People of God, hear the holy 
invitation of grace offered to every generation - Peace be with you. You are God’s beloveds not 
because of what you have done or not done. 
 
Reader 2: You are God’s beloveds because of who you are, and who you are is a people called and 
gifted to be a presence of peace and love in this world. Your shortcomings are forgiven. Grace 
abounds. God calls to you. Peace be with you. 
                                       
SCRIPTURE 
  
John 20:19-31 
 
It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed doors 
because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among them. He said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples 
saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.” 

Thomas, the one called Didymus, one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the disciples when Jesus came. The 
other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord!” 

But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the wounds left by the nails, 
and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.” 

After eight days his disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with them. Even though the 
doors were locked, Jesus entered and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your hand into my side. No more 
disbelief. Believe!” 

Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 

Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? Happy are those who don’t see and yet 
believe.” 



Then Jesus did many other miraculous signs in his disciples’ presence, signs that aren’t recorded in 
this scroll. But these things are written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, and 
that believing, you will have life in his name. 

 
SERMON                   Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
HYMN                                      ‘Now The Green Blade Rises’                               No. 230                                         
(scroll down to music) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                  
Our Father (Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM                                ‘O Sons And Daughters,Sing Your Praise’         No. 220 
(scroll down to music) 
 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
God invites us to bring the fullness of who we are into worship and to share the fullness of who we 
are with the world. So it is God’s holy invitation that asks us to pause and woner what we want to 
offer of ourselves to the world. Time? Presence? Kindness? Financial Support? Prayers? 
 
In these moments of quiet and reflection: what is it that you have to offer this day to bring about God’s 
peace on Earth? 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/     
 

                       
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
   
HYMN                               ‘That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright’          No. 229 
  
BENEDICTION   
Leader: At the beginning of the day, at the beginning of the week, when the faithful yet fearful people 
gathered together, Jesus came among them and whispered an invitation, “Peace be with you.” But 
that was only the beginning. He showed them the scars and marks of his own humanity and soon he 
was pointing at theirs as well, telling them “Just as God once sent me, so I send you.” Beloved 
People of God, this hour is only the beginning. Do not be afraid. You have been called and you are 
being sent into this world to be a force of love, light, hope, and joy. Go forth into this day and into the 
world in the name of God, the one who creates you; go in the name of the Jesus who shows us the 
way; and go in the name of the Holy Spirit, who is with us now and always. Peace be with you! 
 
ALL: Peace be with you! 
 
POSTLUDE 
  ‘Christ The Lord Is Risen Today’   arr. by Sylvia Berry  
   
 

http://www.brocktonucc.org/donate/
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