
          

 
 

 
 

 
 

April 4, 2021                                                  9:55 am 
    
 

Welcome to worship!  We are glad to join together for worship in person and online. Whoever you 
are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. This morning, we will be 
celebrating the sacrament of communion.  We hold that the communion table is open to any and all 
who desire a closer relationship with Christ. To prepare for this sacrament at home, we invite you to 
gather communion elements from what you have at hand, some bread or crackers and some juice or 
water. 
                             
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                Barry Shelley 
                                                                                
CALL TO WORSHIP                 
Leader: Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen, indeed! 
Leader: Hope is alive! 
People: Hopis is alive, indeed! 
Leader: God’s love is eternal! 
People: Hallelujah! Let us give thanks for what God has done! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
God of grace and power, we come rejoicing in Christ’s empty tomb. We come trusting in the good 
news that tells us Christ is with us. For the Risen Christ is living proof that You care about our lives, O 
God. The Risen Christ offers us glimpses of hope, even in our tears and even among our fears. The 
tomb is not silent. It speaks. It proclaims! It is a promise of eternal life!  
People: Thank you, gracious and almighty God. Amen. 
       
HYMN                           ‘Christ The Lord Is Risen Today’                               No. 216 
(scroll down to music) 
 



A TIME FOR ALL AGES 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)                                                                                              
God of resurrection grace, help us in our pain, despair, and fear so that we are not prone to 
follow the path of hopelessness. Help us to, instead, be like the Risen Christ and rise up, as a 
brave and holy people, living beyond our pain, despair, and fear by remaining hopeful in your 
steadfast love. Help us, we pray. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
                                       
SCRIPTURE 
  
John 20:1-18  
Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. She ran to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and 
we don’t know where they’ve put him.” Peter and the other disciple left to go to the tomb. They were 
running together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the tomb. 
Bending down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t go in. Following him, 
Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. He also saw the face cloth that 
had been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t with the other clothes but was folded up in its own place. Then the 
other disciple, the one who arrived at the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. They 
didn’t yet understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 
the place where they were staying. 
 
Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to look into the tomb. She saw 
two angels dressed in white, seated where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head and one at 
the foot. The angels asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
 
She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” As soon as 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she didn’t know it was Jesus. 
 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 
 
Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
put him and I will get him.” 
 
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 
She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 
 
Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. Go to my brothers and 
sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
 
Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she told them what 
he said to her. 
 
 
SERMON                   Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
HYMN                                      ‘Now The Green Blade Rises’                               No. 230                                         
(scroll down to music) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
ANTHEM                                         ‘Joy In the Morning’            Natalie Sleeth 



CALL FOR OFFERINGS 
On this day we remember that Mary Magdelene arrives at the tomb with the intent to anoint the 
crucified body of Jesus and, astonished, she finds an empty tomb where Jesus once laid. Now what? 
God’s angels and the Risen Christ meet Mary Magdelene in her sorrow, and speak hope into her 
heart. For the resurrection narrative reveals that love is alive and moves among us! The Risen Christ 
helps us to remember that despair is not the end of our journey. The Risen Christ also speaks of 
God’s ever-present love, and gives the church resurrection hope. In that, as an Easter People, we 
manifest God’s never-ending love in the world by the giving of our time, talents, and financial 
resources. For it is with Christ’s limitless and restorative love, that we humbly and graciously offer 
back to God a portion of what God has given us. 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/     
 

                       
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
God of love, we offer our gifts of time, our spiritual gifts, and our financial gifts as a sign of our love for 
you and the world. We ask a special blessing on these gifts where you meet us in our suffering, and 
raise us up, so that all may come to know of your abiding love.  
People: O God, we give these gifts as you have given them unto us. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, we pray. Amen. 
       
    
 

                                                                      
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
Leader: Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed! 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God whose grace endures forever. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise! 
Leader: This table is open to all who seek nourishment from God’s eternal abundance. This table 
does not belong to any single one of us, or only to this beloved community - this table is God’s table, 
extending beyond this place and throughout the entirety of time and space. This table is grace, and 
love. This table is welcome and acceptance. Come to the table and join in this meal not because you 
must, but because you have been invited extravagantly by the one who created you. Let us pray, 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

http://www.brocktonucc.org/donate/


SANCTUS                                                                  No. 111 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMEMBERING THE STORY  
In this meal we remember Jesus, his promises, and the price he paid for who he was, what he said, 
and what he did; for our benefit. 
 
On the night before Jesus died, he took a loaf of bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said, “Take and 
eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper, Jesus took the cup and poured it out saying, “This is the cup of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
In sharing this meal we live out the mystery of our faith - Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ 
will come again! Let us pray, 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
Almighty God, bless this bread and this cup, the wheat and the grape, the farmer and the harvest, the 
seed and the sower. These simple elements are shared in community, so that we may taste and see 
your goodness and become one body in Christ. For it is through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, that all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forevermore - and it is in 
Christ’s name that we pray together saying… 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father (Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE POURING OF THE CUP 
 
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 

*Communion will be shared with pre-sealed communion kits. Worship participants may              
remain   where they are seated to participate in communion.* 

 
Leader: The body of Christ, 
People: The bread of life. 
Leader: Take and eat. 
 



Leader: The lifeblood of Christ, 
People: the cup of blessing. 
Leader: Take and drink. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
Leader: Almighty God, we thank you for this feast of life. Fed by your love, and strengthened by your 
life; we humbly accept your call to go into this world to live with hope and to share your joy.  
People: You commission us to feed as we have been fed, to forgive as we have been forgiven, 
and to love as we have been loved. Thank you for your nourishment here and throughout our 
lives. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC                        ‘Light the Bright Seraphim’                               Handel 
  
BENEDICTION  
May God’s abiding love and hope give us new life. May God’s unmerited grace and mercy keep us 
hope-filled. And may God’s restorative justice bring to us all, perfect peace. For Christ is risen! Praise 
God!  
People: HALLELUJAH!!! 
 
POSTLUDE  
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Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor  
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Sylvia Berry, Accompanist 
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David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
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