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Welcome to worship! While we can’t be together physically, we are glad to join together for worship
online. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We will be
celebrating the sacrament of communion. We hold that the communion table is open to any and all
who desire a closer relationship with Christ. To prepare for this sacrament at home, we invite you to
gather communion elements from what you have at hand, some bread or crackers and some juice or
water.

CHORAL PRELUDE
O Come, All Ye Faithful #148
Angels We Have Heard on High  #155

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should
be enrolled in the tax lists... Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled.

People: Scattered and distant the people were gathered. Scattered and distant WE are
gathered.

Leader: Mary gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly and laid him in a
manger because there was no room at the inn.

People: Displaced and seeking refuge Mary found an unlikely resting place. Displaced and
seeking refuge WE find rest in unlikely places.

Leader: Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s
angel stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.
People: Terrified and trembling the shepherds experienced God’s glory first hand. Terrified
and trembling WE experience God’s glory first hand.



Leader: Tonight is the night! Tonight is the night that we remember God’s coming to be among
us — experiencing all that we experience and feeling all that we feel. Tonight is the night that
we remember we are not alone.

People: With excitement and fear, with joy and heartache, with all of ourselves we come to
be in God’s presence. From many places and in many ways we are all made one through
God'’s Spirit and presence among us!

CAROL The First Noel #151
(scroll down to music)

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Leader: Holy One, we give you thanks for your presence among us in Jesus, your Child,
born into a poor family. Christ has entered our lives, and embraced our hope and our
struggle; showing forth the power of your love in healing, teaching, and challenging the
powers of the world

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TOJOHN John 1:1-5

HOMILY Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco
ANTHEM Do You Hear What | Hear?

CALL FOR OFFERINGS

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

COMMUNION
THE INVITATION

Leader: May it be well with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Life is a gift and we are called to celebrate it.

People: May we rejoice in the beauty of this special time.

Leader: We celebrate tonight God-with-us beyond our words, beyond our images, for we know
God is beyond those things.

But tonight we find joy in the image of God coming to us in the form of the Christ child....

...No matter who you are, where you are, what your table looks like, or what elements you
have at hand — God’s table is open to all who wish to know a deeper relationship with Christ.
Let us pray.



REMEMBERING THE STORY

Bread and wine, the fruit of vine and earth. Jesus gave us these things to keep us connected to
the story:

We remember the night before he died, according to our tradition, when he shared a meal
with his friends. Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it. He poured out the wine. He gave
thanks for all the blessings in his life, honoring the God so faithfully present in his live and in
ours.

“Do this remembering me.”

We break bread as Jesus did remembering the call to love generously and faithfully, whatever
the cost.

We pour out wine remembering our responsibility to be bearers of forgiveness, tolerance, and
understanding.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION & THE LORD’S PRAYER

May these ordinary things be blessed — for they represent both the ordinary and the
extraordinary — and they remind us of Jesus’ invitation to follow him into new life.

People: To this commitment we give our “Amen” and offer it as our Christmas gift to our
family and friends and neighbors, as a sacrament to Jesus’ life and death and resurrection, in
those days, and in our hearts even today — and we join in the prayer that Jesus taught us
saying:

Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

People: We give thanks for God being with us in the love of family and friends near and far,
in whatever has been, in the circumstances of life right now, and in whatever the future
holds for us. We are thankful for the ways that God has nourished us and strengthened us
for the journey of discipleship. Amen.

SHARING THE LIGHT (SLIDE SHOW OVER SILENT NIGHT)

BENEDICTION

CAROL Joy To The World #143



Participating in Today’s Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Ann-Marie llIsley, Associate Pastor

Murray Kidd, Music Director
Sylvia Berry, Accompanist
Dale Munschy, Accompanist
Alisa Cassola, Soloist
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter

'Hunt, Rex. “A Service of Holy Communion at Christmas.” ProgressiveChristianity.org, 16 Dec. 2012,
progressivechristianity.org/resources/a-service-of-holy-communion-at-christmas/.
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148 O Cume, All Ye Faithful
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WORDS: Johne Framcis Wade, 1945 ir. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, and athers
MUSIC:  John Francls Wade, 1743; dese, David Willeocks, 1981
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155  Angels We Have Heard on High
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WORDS: Traditional Freneh carol; tr. Cron of Jesiy, 1862, alt. GLORIA
MUSIC: French caral melody; arr. Edward Shippen Barves, 1937, T7.77 w. refrain

harm. Austin C, Lovelace, 1964, alt.; dese, Richard E. Cerlg, 1956

Flarm, © 1964 The United Methodisl Pablishing House; dse, & 1979 Hope Publishing Ca,

-.-%_&Lf_n =SSt e——=

- - Glo-ri - a, in ex-ml sis = ol Ahl

— e LL&
= N lddrd %
H_-___:'—d-ﬁ-?g_ in ex-cel-sls De - ol ':

=SS di it |

in ex= c‘f sl Tre -




151 The First Noel
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WORDS: Traditional English carol (17th century) THE FIRST NOEL
MUSIC:  Traditional English melody; desc. Healey Willan, 1926 Irr. w. refrain

Deae, used by permission of Oxfurd University Press
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Joy to the World
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WORDS: Ieaac Waits, 1719 ANTIOCH
MUSIC:  Attr. Georpe Frderick Handsl, 1741; arz, Lowell Mason, 55 O w, repeat



