
                                                   
 
 
December 13, 2020                                                           9:55 am 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to worship!  While we can’t be together physically, we are glad to join together for worship 
online.  Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 
PRELUDE (9:50am) 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS              
                                                               
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Rejoice! The Spirit of God is sending us… 

People: to bring good news to the oppressed, to comfort the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, to proclaim the year of favor among God’s people. 
Leader: Rejoice! The work fo the Spirit is calling us… 

People: to rebuild ancient relationships ruined by injustice, to repair the cities as places of 
hope, to restore land devastated across generations, to proclaim the year of favor among 
God’s people. 
Leader: Rejoice! The Glory of the Spirit is leading us… 

People: to cast off any faint spirit and put on the mantle of praise, to take root as the plantings 
of the HOLY ONE, to display God’s glory. 
Leader: Come, let us worship in Joy!      

                    
OPENING PRAYER 
        
HYMN              ‘One Candle Is Lit’                         No. 128 
(scroll down to music) 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
 
Reading and home candle lighting by Swisher-Rosa Family. 
 

People: Merciful God, we give thanks that you send messengers like John to call us to greater 
faith. We ask that in these days you would help us to prepare for you in prayer and acts of 
holy compassion. Forgive us and lead us to your light. Amen. 
 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES 

 



 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)  
We confess we are not the people you hope us to be, Advent God. 
The very ones you favor, we too often ignore or ridicule. 
The ones you knock off their pedestals, 
we admire and emulate. 
We are so focused on having more and more, 
we risk being sent away empty.  
 
Forgive us, Mighty God, 
and look with grace upon us. 
We would live secure in your love; 
we would be the ones of peace for our world, 
we would seek to do your will, 
as did Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, 
in whose name we pray. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
HYMN       ‘Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming’                                         No. 160 
(scroll down to music)   
                                 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

    to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

    and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

    and the day of vengeance of our God; 

    to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

    they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

    the devastations of many generations. 

 

For I the LORD love justice, 

    I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

    and their offspring among the peoples; 



all who see them shall acknowledge 

    that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

    my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

    to spring up before all the nations. 

 
 
Luke 1:46-55                                                                                                                                         
And Mary said, 
 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 
 
SERMON                        Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
                                                                                                                
ANTHEM       ‘Keep your Lamps’           Trad. Spiritual arr. Andre Thomas  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
                             
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
        



 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS                                                                                                                    

In struggle and in joy, God is faithful to us. We bring forth our offerings - our tithes, our treasures, our 
least coins - to demonstrate our faithfulness to God. No matter who you are, where you are, or what 
you are offering - offer what you have to God with thanksgiving in your heart. 
 

www.brocktonucc.org/donate/         
 

                      
                           
PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND DEDICATION OF THE PLEDGES 

HYMN                                   ‘Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent’           No. 124 
(scroll down to music)         

BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE    
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