
                                                   
 
 
November 8, 2020                          Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost                                9:55 am 
 
Welcome to worship!  Whether you are here with us in person or joining us online we welcome you to 
worship. For the safety of those around you, please remember to keep a safe distance from others, 
wear your mask and abstain from singing. Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here. 
 
PRELUDE (9:50am) 
 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS              
                                                               
CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: Are you awake? Are you alert? 
People: Christ is coming into our lives in a new way. 
Leader: Are you watching the signs? Are you interpreting what is happening today? 
People: Christ is coming into our lives in a new way. 
Leader: Do you see opportunities for ministry? Do you see the poor, the homeless, the hungry, the 
needy? 
People: Christ is coming into our lives in a new way. 
Leader: Come, let us worship and let us work in the reign of God. 
People: Christ has extended the invitation: let us work together in the reign of God on earth. 
                 
      
OPENING PRAYER 
        
HYMN                                                   ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’                 No. 631 
(scroll down to music) 
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
Gracious and loving God, forgive us when we so easily turn our backs on you; when we choose not to 
help in times of need; when we utter words of anger and bitterness as ways to relate to one another. 
Heal our hearts and our wounded spirits. Lift us from the depths of our anguish into the light of your 
love that we may serve you faithfully. When the darkness becomes oppressive and we cling to our 
fears, O God, forgive us. Open our hearts and release us from all those things which block us from 
your love, for we ask these things in Jesus’ name. AMEN. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
   
ANTHEM           ‘The Fallowing Song’            written and performed by Katrina Clinton 
 



 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 
with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; 
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the 
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
 
SERMON                        Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco                                                                                                              
  
ANTHEM    ‘Keep Your Lamps’           Trad. Spiritual, arr. André Thomas 
                                                                                                           
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN                 ‘Just As I Am’                            No. 339 
 
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT         Matt Howard 
 
CALL FOR OFFERINGS                                                                                                                    

 
www.brocktonucc.org/donate/          

 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                     ‘I Know That My Redeemer Liveth’                               Handel  
                           
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE     
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