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Worship and    
Programs: 
 

Worship: Remotely and  
            On-Site  

Sundays, 10:00AM 
 

Regular Events:  
 
Adult Choir:  
  Wednesdays, 6:45PM 
 
Adult Hand Bells: 
  Wednesdays, 6PM 
 
Afternoon Hand Bell Group 
  TBD 
 
Bible Study: Zoom 
  Wednesdays, 10AM 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
  Wednesdays, 10AM 
   
Quilt Guild: 
  3rd Tuesday, 1PM 
 
 

Board Meetings: ZOOM 
 
Christian Ed: Dec. 3, 11:30AM 

 
Council: Dec. 21, 7PM  
 
Deacons: Dec. 7, 7PM  
 
Finance/Property: Dec. 14, 7PM 
 
Media/Tech: TBD 
            
Missions: Dec. 17, 7PM 
 
Music: Dec. 28, 7PM 
 
Vitality: Dec. 3, 11:30AM  

1350 Pleasant Street, Brockton, MA 02301  ●  508-586-3022  ●   www.brocktonucc.org   ●   office@brocktonucc.org 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

“The Word became flesh and made his 
home among us. We have seen his glory, 
glory like that of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth.” ~John 1:14 (CEB)~ 
 
 As we began planning this year’s     
Advent worship I met with our worship 
planning team, and we found ourselves 
working through an age old church    
question – should Christmas carols and 
hymns be included in our Advent worship? 
Some have argued that the answer is no, 
because Advent is the season of waiting for the Christ child to 
come. Some have argued that banning Christmas music from all 
Advent worship deprives the festive folks among us from truly  
leaning into the joy of the season leading up to Christmas. You’ll 
have to join us in our Advent worship this season to find out how 
our team decided to navigate this dilemma! 
 
 While we had that conversation I found myself thinking of, and 
sharing, an analogy with the team – that everyone anticipates their 
Christmas gifts differently. Some folks love the surprise and the 
anticipation, and so they’d much rather leave the wrapped gift    
under the tree right where it is – undisturbed until the time is      
exactly right to open it and receive the joy within. Others like to 
pick it up to see how much it weighs, or shake it to see if it rattles, 
or even try to peek in through the creases in the wrapping paper – 
anticipating the gift that’s to come by trying to imagine what the gift 
might be. I don’t think either way is wrong, but it’s worth thinking 
about which way YOU prefer to anticipate the joy of Christmas 
that’s coming. 
 
 But what’s most beautiful about Advent, the thing that never 
changes from year to year, is that no matter how you anticipate the 
gift of grace that comes with the birth of the Christ child the gift is a 
promise you can count on. The word became FLESH and made 
his home among US. God loves us, loves you, so deeply that God 
left behind the entire power of the cosmos to be here. 
 
 As we all get busy with the lead up to the holidays I pray that we 
all remember that gift is waiting for us, and that it’s also already 
been given to us. It’s a “both and” kind of thing. Whether your next 
weeks will be filled with Christmas songs and tinsel, or whether 
you’re freshly grieving or praying hard for something to change, 
God is with you in it and feels right at home there – but God is also 
promising more than your heart could ever hope for.  
Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 

T
H

E
 C

O
U

R
IE

R
 

Creating Beloved Community  



Advent Greetings, Beloved Community! 
 
There is a different kind of buzz during the month of December, whether at church, at work, at school, or 
at home.  Some might call that buzz excitement, or maybe overstimulation, or perhaps anticipation, or 
even a little grumpiness.  This Sunday begins the season of Advent.  A season of waiting and preparing 
for the birth of the Christ Child.  I imagine as Mary and Joseph waited and prepared for Jesus’ birth they 
felt all of those things!  I encourage you to lean into whatever feelings come up during this time leading up 
to and through Christmas.  If they are sorrowful or painful, share them with your community. If they are 
joyful, share them with your community.  Let us come together in prayer and fellowship in beloved       
community as we wait and prepare for the coming of our Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
This month in Sunday School and in worship we will be thinking about how our body is connected to     
Advent with a series called Now in Flesh Appearing where we as a community can claim: Body, have 
HOPE! Brain, practice PEACE! Self, feel JOY! Heart, feel LOVE! Everyone, CELEBRATE!   
 
There will be Sunday School on December 3rd and 10th.  On December 17th, we will have an               
intergenerational worship service that will include a version of the Christmas Story told by our community.  
There will be no Sunday School on December 24th in the morning.  All children are welcome in the     
Sanctuary with activities at the Prayground. 
 
On Christmas Eve all children are welcome in the Sanctuary for worship with their families at 7:00pm.  
There will be a Children’s Christmas Bulletin with stickers.  There will be no supervision at the Prayground, 
but families are welcome to sit there with their children. 
 
Finally, a big thank you to the volunteers in this ministry area for the month of November: Cathy Campbell, 
Deana Colby, Betsey Clifford, Cara Harrigan, Matt Howard, Jan Howard, Jeffrey Illsley, Bridget Barrows 
Penn, Candy Savage, and Brenda Wyss. 
 
In Peace, 
Dani 
 

“O Come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;  
bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.   

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!” 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 





Come and enjoy music of the holiday season 
at Midday Music on Wednesday, December 
13 at 12:15 pm, presented by Arts & Music at 
Christ Church. Featured musician will be 
Alex Green, Music Director/Organist Director 
here. 

Thanks to sponsorship by All Business      
Realty, there is no cost for admission.       
Donations are always welcome, and will be 
sent to support Father Bill’s & Mainspring. 
Our Missions Board already has a            
connection with this wonderful agency, 
through its meals program. Thanks to those 
who attended the November Midday Music,  
a check for $90. was forwarded to this local 
organization. 

Father Bill’s & MainSpring is a 501(c)(3) agency, whose mission is to end and prevent homelessness in 
Southern Massachusetts with programs that provide emergency and permanent housing, and to help   
people obtain skills, jobs, housing, and services. The agency helps people who are struggling with    
homelessness or who are at risk of homelessness, to achieve self-sufficiency. 

Please come, invite a friend, and enjoy beautiful music while supporting local mission work.  

 For further information, contact the Arts & Music Planning Circle                                                                    
at arts-music@brocktonucc.org. 

 

How do you get into the zone? The zone is a place where you are so involved and uplifted by what is     
going on in the now.  
  
Maybe it happens when cooking, creating something, making art or music, or even engaging with your  
occupation. Whatever it is, it's often something we give ourselves, and something we give ourselves to.  
 
What we give ourselves to is often a result of what we see inside. Looking inside is not always easy. And 
this affects how easily we enter the zone.  
One thing I've learned is that making art naturally and easily sounds better. Making or doing anything is 
much easier when we enjoy what we do and enter that zone of natural flowing movement and action.  
 
How do you enter the zone? It's often as hard as we make it.   
 
 
~Alex Green 
 Music Director 
 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF MUSIC 





 

Special Zoom study for Advent: “When God Comes Down” 

“Advent is the season in which we watch, wait and prepare to bear witness to the coming of the true Light 
of God in Jesus Christ. During this time, we train our eyes to see and feel God’s presence so that in the 
“hubbub” of the holidays, we are prepared to celebrate a “holy day” – a day when God came down among 
us in human form.”  (Excerpt from Christian Booksellers) 

All are welcome to join the Wednesday Zoom group for a special Advent study, “When God Comes Down.”   
Using a guide written by James A. Harnish, we will    explore the lives of people who witnessed the miracle 
of the Incarnation. 

Beginning on Nov. 29, the Advent Study will continue through Dec. 27, meeting each Wednesday at 10 am 
via the church Zoom link.  To receive the link and the scripture passages ahead of time, please contact  
Alice Farnsworth or the church office (office@brocktonucc.org) 

        

 

 

    October 31, 2023 

Dear Church Members, 

Thank you for the      
beautiful mum plant that 
was delivered to my home 
by Rev. Jeff and his son. 

It brightens my living 
room. 

  In Christian Love, 

    Anna Thomas 

Deacons of my beloved 
community @ CCC, 

Thank you once again 
for delivering a seasonal 
purple mum plant to my 
home. It is on my porch 
and it is welcoming to all 
that enter. Also, the 
cards sent to me are so 
welcomed by me with 
peace and joy. Giving is 
so much better than   
receiving.                    

Love In Christ, 
                      
Donna Hefler 

 

 

A hearty thanx to 
Christ Church for the 
the beautiful mum 
plant that was so    
graciously delivered to 
me by Keith, and also 
for the lovely cards 
that are sent to me  
periodically..             
It’s a nice feeling to be 
remembered. Much 
appreciated. 

   Thank you so much! 

   Ruth Copeland 

Hello Christ Church friends 
 
Sharron and I are finally 
settling in to our new “digs” 
at Linden Ponds in      
Hingham. We will miss   
being active in the life of 
this beloved community, 
but we‘re excited to be   
entering this new phase of 
out lives. Christ Church will 
always have a special 
place in our lives. 
  
 Blessing and prayers, 
  Bob Cutting and   
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Wishing all the best on your Birthdays 

Don Myers, Jeanie Boutwell, Leo Larson, Hector        

Morales, Lili Fleming, Scott Weatherbee, Cara Harrigan, 

Peridine Bastia, Breanna McNary, Emma Milton, Janis 

Creedon, Dorothy Edyth Liolios, Glenn Carey, Joey Izyk, 

Diane Prince, Nicole Milton, Nathan Eckstrom, Bobby 

Gair, Piper Garner-MacKinnon, Betsy McMahon, Audrey 

Jones, Robbie Sinesi, Luke Creedon, Brian Ferguson, 

India Vergne, Stephanie  Purssell 

(listed in order of day of month from 1 to 31) 

 

The SERRV counter is 
open in Fellowship Hall 

on the second Sunday of 
the month! 

We pray for the families of Dorothy “Dot” 

Quimby, Teddy Marshall (brother of Dee 

Hayes), Don Wyss (father of Brenda Wyss) 

and Amanda Cushing (longtime member of 

Stoughton, UCC), may they rest in peace. 

 

COMMITTEE                         
Missions is collecting 2024 

calendars for the Brockton 

Veterans Hospital. Please 

bring them to the Church  

Office. All kinds and sizes 

are needed. 



 The Common Threads Quilt Guild December meeting will be   
  our annual cookie swap. No sewing at this meeting just coffee, 
  tea, fellowship and cookies. 

 Date is Tuesday, December 19
th
 from 1-3pm in the quilt/craft  

                 room. For a ride call Janet @ 508-583-0505. For further info  
         call Nelda @ 508-238-6004. 

                  

Here are the latest NICU quilts made by the guild.  They 
will go to Boston Children’s Hospital. These quilts are   
flannel prints, very soft and cozy. 





 
PLEDGE FORM 2024 

 
 
 
 

Name(s): ____________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________State: _____ Zipcode:__________ 

 

I/We plan to give beginning January 1, 2024: 

 

Each (circle one) week month quarter 

 

The amount of $ ____________ for our Congregation’s expenses, ministries and 
missions. 

 

Annual total $ ______________ 

 

Signed: _________________________________ 

 
Please fill out and mail this pledge form to: 

Christ Congregational Church 1350 Pleasant Street Brockton, MA 02301 
OR 

Bring this pledge form with you to worship and place it in the offering plate on Sunday 
OR 

You can also scan and email it to finance@brocktonucc.org and this private email is used by our church bookkeeper (Jen). 

 

RETURN BY: Pledge Dedication on Sunday, November 12th!   
 

PLANNED GIVING 

I would like more information about how to designate the Church in my will, or as a beneficiary 
of a pension plan or other assets.  YES or NO 

mailto:finance@brocktonucc.org




CONTACT US 
 

CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 
1350 Pleasant Street  
Brockton, MA 02301-2840 
 
Tel: 508-586-3022  
Web: brocktonucc.org  
Email: office@brocktonucc.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday:  
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship Time: 9:55 a.m. 

 

Christ Congregational Church, UCC 

1350 Pleasant St. 

Brockton, MA 02301-2840 

 

 

Please bring your  

refundable bottles 

and cans to the 

church. The refunds 

go towards Christian 

Education. Also, 

please save the can 

tabs as it helps out on 

medical costs on   

dialysis. 


