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Worship and    
Programs: 
 

Worship: Remotely and  
            On-Site  

Sundays, 9:55AM 
(Music starts at 9:50AM) 

 
Regular: Remotely  
Adult Choir:  
  Wednesdays, 6:45PM  
Adult Hand Bells: 
  Wednesdays, 6PM  
Daytime Hand Bell Group 
  Wednesdays, 3:15pm  
Bible Study: Zoom 
  Wednesdays, 10AM  
Fiber Fellowship: Zoom 
  2nd Tuesday, 6PM  
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
  Wednesdays, 10AM    
Quilt Guild: 
  3rd Tuesday, 1PM 

Board Meetings: ZOOM 
 
Christian Ed: Dec. 8, 6:30PM 

 
Council: Dec. 15, 7PM  
 
Deacons: Dec. 1, 7PM - On-Site 
 
Finance/Property: Dec. 8, 7PM 
 
Media/Tech: Dec. 20, 7PM 
            
Missions: Dec. 14, 7PM 
 
Music: Dec. 1, 7PM 
 
Vitality: Dec.  4, 11:15AM  

1350 Pleasant Street, Brockton, MA 02301  ●  508-586-3022  ●   www.brocktonucc.org   ●   office@brocktonucc.org 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

“For Unto Us a Child Is Born,   
 Unto Us a Son Is Given!” 
   ~ Isaiah 9:6 
 
Greetings Friends in Christ! 

It is with profound joy and gratitude 
that I extend to you my prayers for a 
most holy and blessed Christmas! 
During this time of Advent, as we 
celebrate and anticipate the presence 
of Christ in our world and in our 
hearts, I urge us all to find the time 
in the busiest of seasons to stop and 
reflect on the gift that is our faith. 
Our souls are naturally drawn to their Creator and ‘tis the season of 
praise and adoration to the One who first loved us.  It is for this  
reason that we gather together, now more than ever, to find the gifts 
of hope, peace, joy and love in this hungry, broken world. 

Christmas is a time that brings church families together, and here at 
Christ Church, we have many opportunities to celebrate as a     
family.  I extend to all of you an open, grateful heart of welcome to 
our special Advent and Christmas celebrations.  Come and find a 
renewed sense of unity and joy to carry you into a bright new year 
of fellowship with your family of faith.  Let us come together and 
raise our hands, hearts, and voices as one family to God who 
brought us all together. 

It would fill me with joy to worship with you!  May God  bless you, 
your families and loved ones this grace filled season.   

Blessings! 

The Reverend Doctor Holly Norwick 
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Creating Beloved Community  







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today (the day of this writing) is the day before Thanksgiving. Gratitude is in my heart. I am thankful for 
you, my church family. I am thankful for the blessings we continue to share in our beloved community. 
Throughout the life of the church, giving thanks has been documented in works of art, such as paintings, 
mosaics, sculptures, and music. One particular ritual that shows people bringing their gifts to God is the act 
of processing. People lined up, carrying their gifts to a central place, like an altar are depicted from the early 
days of the Church. For example, Ravenna, Italy houses several Byzantine baptistries with processions of 
varying sizes and with different groups of people; apostles, clergy, shepherds, royalty, and more. The     
procession is usually begun by the choir singing spiritual songs and raising their voices. The clergy follows, 
usually carrying a large Bible. The laity does not process but views this ritual from their area in the nave. 
The leaders of the service (choir/clergy/acolytes) are symbolic of all of us bringing our gifts to God. In short, 
the clergy does the processing so you don’t have to! Coincidentally, we will have a baptism shortly after this 
gets published. Our baptismal font is octagonal like most - check it out and look at other fonts in other 
churches. This symbolizes the seven days of the week (creation) and the eighth side refers to the day of 
Christ’s resurrection and eternal life. Curiously, the large, marble baptistry in the narthex is circular -        
another symbolic shape - and has a very interesting plaque on it. Does anyone have information regarding 
the history of this baptismal font? Please reach out to me, if so. Please pardon my tangent!  

Since the pandemic, the practice of processing at most churches, including CCC, has been put on hold due 
to health considerations. Since we are further along in the process of vaccinations and more is known of 
the virus, it felt time to bring this ritual back to our service. We began on the Solemnity of Christ Sunday 
and will continue for the foreseeable future. Why is it important to process, you may ask? We seemed to be 
doing just fine without it. The short answer is that this symbolizes from the first moments of the service that 
we bring all of ourselves to the worship, not only our bodies, hearts, and minds, but also our gifts; talents, 
time, treasure, etc. So far, the hymns sung during the processions have been traditional, but as you will 
see, there really are no firm boundaries for the type of music we can use. It is the hope that this is an      
uplifting and pivotal gathering point in our service. The choir is enjoying the resuming of this tradition! 

Also, the adult choir would enjoy it if more singers joined in our procession and singing! As we heard this 
season in several parables, we are asked to give of our time, treasure, and/or TALENT. The choir is a very 
welcoming place to explore the giving of talent and we welcome anyone and everyone to join in. Especially, 
but not exclusively, we welcome anyone to join singing with our intrepid Leo Larson in the tenor section! 

 

Sincerely,  

Murray     

NOTES FROM MURRAY 



Daytime Bell Group meeting 

Interested in playing handbells but can’t make the evening rehearsal on Wednesdays? The daytime  
handbell group has begun meeting on Wednesdays at 3:15 pm, under the direction of Carol Bradford.  
See Carol with any questions or email to boardofmusic@brocktonucc.org. 

Arts & Music at Christ Church               

Midday Music on December 14 at 12:15 pm –       
This program is FREE, so, if interested and able, please bring mittens, gloves or a scarf as a donation for 
the church “Mitten Tree” 
 

Board of Music: Donna Costa, Henok Kaptimer, Leigh-Ann Larson, Luane Rich, Candy Savage and  
Murray Kidd (ex-officio) 

Arts & Music at Christ Church: Donna Costa, Audrey Jones, Candy Savage and Betsey Serjak. 

FROM THE BOARD OF MUSIC 





We just want to thank you for the lovely mum that we received.  We are going to plant it so 
that it will come back up next year for us to enjoy.  Thank you again.  

                ~ Steve & Carolyn Bennett  



Come do your holiday  

shopping! 

 

The SERRV table will be open 

December 11
th
 after worship 



Wishing all the best on your Birthdays  
Don Myers, Jeanie Boutwell, Leo Larson, Hector        

Morales, Lili Fleming, Scott Weatherbee, Cara Harrigan, 

Peridine Bastia, Breanna McNary, Emma Milton, Janis 

Creedon, Dorothy Edyth Liolios, Glenn Carey, Joey Izyk, 

Diane Prince, Nicole Milton, Nathan Eckstrom, Bobby 

Gair, Piper Garner-MacKinnon, Betsy McMahon,       

Carolyn Bennett, Audrey Jones, Robbie Sinesi, Luke 

Creedon, Brian Ferguson, India Vergne, Stephanie  

Purssell 

(listed in order of day of month from 1 to 31) 

COMMITTEE                         
Missions is still collecting 2023 calendars for 

the Brockton Veterans Hospital. Please bring 

them to the Church Office.  All kinds and  

sizes are needed. 

Dear George Manoogian,  
 On behalf of the Brockton Campus-VA Boston HCS   
patients and staff, we would like to extend our             
appreciation to you for your donation of calendars,    
puzzlevooks and books to the Brockton Veteran      
Ward 2-2-C. 
 It is through the efforts of community partners like you 
that allow us to continue the quality care and services 
that we seek to provide for our deserving Veterans. We 
look forward to the opportunity to work with you again for 
future events. 
 Thank you for your continued support and advocacy.  
Sincerely,  
Mattew Edwards 
Chief, Center for Development and Civic Engagement 
VA Boston Healthcare System 

QUILT GUILD COOKIE SWAP 

The next meeting of the quilt guild will be Tuesday, 
December 20

th
, from 1-3pm in the craft room. 

All are requested to bring 3 dozen cookies of your 
choice and you will go home with a variety of 3   
dozen cookies. Dessert will be served and show 
and tell is encouraged. Ricky Soncrant has been 
working on dolls and may bring some to the   
meeting to sell. All proceeds will go to Christ 
Church. 

Questions: call Nelda @ 508-238-6004 or Janet @ 
508-283-0505. 

 

 

 

Join In On Our New Ministry Brought 
From Our Stoughton Church Family 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Every Wednesday
 

In the Library from 10 - 12 PM                     
(In the craft room this week because of the Fair) 

Looking forward to seeing current knitters, 
folks who know a little, and anyone who would 
like to learn. More hands make more shawls! 
Join us as we weave healing prayers into  
lovely shawls. For more information please see 
Dee Hayes. 

 
ZOOM Fiber Fellow-

ship & Crafts 
Meets the 2nd Tuesday 

From 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
Come Knit, Crochet,          

Needlepoint, crafts, etc. 
Or just come for the             

fellowship!!    
 

(call or email office for zoom link)     

 



 

BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS UP IN THE NARTHEX 
THIS SUNDAY 

(or in the office during the week)  

 

 
The December Holiday Calendar Raffle F u n d r a i s e r  

From Christ Congregational Church, UCC 
  

All drawings will be in December 2022 
Two Drawings Each Day; Three Draw Thursdays!! 

  
Tickets Are On Sale NOW!  

 
Please Help Us Sell Tickets throughout November 

  
Tickets are $10 and the Purchaser receives December calendar for the fridge,  

as well as a Ticket for the chance to win a Gift Card each day                
throughout December  







Planned Giving Idea…to save taxes and donate to the church. 

If you take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from an IRA of the tax-wise 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) option, which makes this            
distribution non-taxable.  You will simply instruct your IRA administrator to send 
a contribution from their IRA directly to the church and the contribution counts 
both toward their annual RMD total and is not considered taxable income to the 
retiree by the IRS. As always, people should consult their tax preparer for      
advice regarding their specific situation. 



CONTACT US 
 

CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 
1350 Pleasant Street  
Brockton, MA 02301-2840 
 
Tel: 508-586-3022  
Web: brocktonucc.org  
Email: office@brocktonucc.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday:  
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship Time: 9:55 a.m. 

 

Christ Congregational Church, UCC 

1350 Pleasant St. 

Brockton, MA 02301-2840 


