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Worship and    
Programs: 
 

Worship: Remotely and  
            On-Site  

Sundays, 9:55AM 
(Music starts at 9:50AM) 

 
Regular: Remotely  
Adult Choir:  
  Wednesdays, 6:45PM  
Adult Hand Bells: 
  Wednesdays, 6PM  
Daytime Hand Bell Group 
  Wednesdays, 3:30pm  
Bible Study: Zoom 
  Wednesdays, 10AM  
Fiber Fellowship: Zoom 
  2nd Tuesday, 6PM  
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
  Wednesdays, 10AM     
Quilt Guild: 
  3rd Tuesday, 1PM 

Board Meetings: ZOOM 
 
Christian Ed: Nov. 9, 6:30PM 

 
Council: Nov. 17, 7PM  
 
Deacons: Nov. 3, 7PM  
 
Finance/Property: Nov. 10, 7PM 
 
Media/Tech: Nov. 15, 7PM 
            
Missions: Nov. 9, 7PM 
 
Music: Nov. 3, 7PM 
 
Vitality: Nov.  6, 11:15AM  

1350 Pleasant Street, Brockton, MA 02301  ●  508-586-3022  ●   www.brocktonucc.org   ●   office@brocktonucc.org 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

“I praise you because I am     
fearfully and wonderfully 

made;” 
 

Greetings Ghouls and Goblins! 

I would be remiss to pass up the 
opportunity to talk about masks 
in this grand collision of the 
Covid pandemic and Halloween.  
I absolutely love Halloween and 
so does Gracie! But, in all        
fairness, I was conditioned to love 
it – it is my mom’s birthday. I 
love the costumes and the candy. 
I love the creativity it invites and the games that arise. I love 
to watch kids (of all ages) dress up. They’re so excited to    
pretend to be someone or something else that fascinates 
them.  We see costumes from Disney  princesses to Rocky 
Horror Picture Show; cute animals to gruesome characters.  
The range is beyond imagination, but nearly all of them have 
one thing in common; we mask who we really are and what 
we really look like to embody this fantasy for just one night. 

It is an event where we look forward to wearing a mask – 
even in the wake of a mandate for one for such a long time.  
But Halloween aside and COVID aside, do you ever feel like 
you are wearing a mask? Not the masks we wear as part of a 
costume or that we need to wear to protect one another, but a 
mask that no one can actually see?  These are the masks that 
we wear 'under the exterior' of our outer beings.  Sure, there 
are goblins, ghosts, witches, jack-o-lanterns out on             
Halloween, but these are mild in comparison to some of the 
"masks" that linger long after this exciting holiday comes to a 
close. All through the year, without detection from the        
average person, they are worn by the 'silent sufferer' – those 
of us that are afraid to be our complete, authentic, selves – 
the beautiful, emotional, strong, tender, loving, fearful     
creatures that God created each and every one of us to be. 

                     continue ———>  
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Creating Beloved Community  



 

 

 

 
 

As we begin another exciting year of Spiritual 
Formation programs, the Board of Christian 
Education is seeking adult volunteers to help 
with Sunday School, service projects and  
other fun learning opportunities. No expertise 
is needed, just enthusiasm and a willingness 
to learn alongside the youngest members of 
our community! Let us know that you're       
interested HERE or by speaking with a   
member of the CE Board or Pastor            
Ann-Marie. 

Some of our masks are put in place because we are afraid to let out our feelings. We wear a smile even if 
our insides ache.  We laugh when what we really want to do is cry.  We feel to need to portray that we 
“have it all together,” but in reality, our “all togethers” are falling apart.  We are afraid to let people see 
the real us, the person behind the mask. So….we put on our masks, go about our business, and when 
friends ask how we are, we reply quickly with automated messages of “I’m fine” or “never better” and  
immediately redirect to how they are doing (or is that just me?).  It is a learned technique, a defense 
mechanism, really.  And because so many of us are wearing these masks we look around and think, 
“gosh, am I the only one?”  And it reinforces our mask wearing so that we would never admit to needing 
help, let alone actually asking for it! The cycle become more and more commonplace sometimes we don’t 
even remember we are wearing them anymore.   

I think this is especially true right now for this growing family right here at Christ Church. In the midst of 
this holy union of faith communities, we may be tempted to wear a mask to cover up the confusion or the 
sadness or the pain or the fear that accompanies any major change – even the amazing birth of a new 
family of faith. It is more important now that ever to be our authentic, amazing, unsure, vibrant,         
trepidatious, giving, loving, faithful selves as we build this new union. I also know that can be a difficult 
thing to do. But there is good news my friends!  During this time of costumes and masks, we hear the 
gentle reminder of the Spirit to slowly remove these invisible ones we may be wearing. And you know 
what? Jesus delights in helping us remove our masks!  In doing so He not only helps us see ourselves as 
we are, but He helps us better see ourselves as God sees us. He knows the emptiness and loneliness 
caused by a mask-wearer and understands the desire for a façade. But regardless of what we are wearing, 
God sees through the mask right down to the “real me.” God sees the beloved child that God hand         
intentionally crafted, and loves us completely and unconditionally.  

So, this year, as the fun from Halloween dissipates, let us remember to free ourselves from our own    
hidden masks and exalt our creator by living exactly who we were beautifully and wonderfully created to 
be! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Holly 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B49AEAF22A7FE3-faith








Sacred spaces and the Body of Christ 
 
This year, the world bore witness to the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II.   
It was a fascinating event complete with amazing music, rituals, liturgy, and elegance. Much of the world 
saw this event or parts of it.  Later this year, we will also see the first coronation for many decades. I, for 
one, am curious to see this as it harkens to the past in such a profound way, but not only that. In             
celebrating the persons who are "commencing," so to speak, the are celebrating and giving thanks to God. 
Most of rituals performed at the funeral were in direct communication with the Immortal Creator, as they  
also demonstrated the impact of a mortal sovereign. One thing I noticed, from a church musician point of 
view, was that during the hymns, EVERYONE sang; even the new king and all those around him. By their 
posture and body language, they were not only singing, but they were engaged in the act of singing         
robustly. They pronounced every word with authority and clarity. You could almost read their lips! 
Westminster Abbey was a glorious backdrop for this event, or course. The beautiful art work and             
architecture was designed specifically for worship and the amplification of music without the aid of         
electricity.  I am sure listening to the hymns with all of those people singing must have been intoxicating! It 
is true that the church is the people, but we are also blest with a sacred space that directs our gaze and 
amplifies our music. The circular window above the altar takes our gaze to the front and outlines the        
understated, beautifully crafted cross. The choir area is off to the side and, except for the walls 
that separate the areas, it is acoustically sound. When I entered the build recently, the paraments had just 
been changed to fall colors. My breath was taken away as the colors both inside and out perfectly         
complimented each other. This might not seem a very significant detail in relation to worship. Certainly, 
worship services or worship, in general, can happen even in the humblest of spaces. But when we have it 
available to us, it helps us to worship in a more profound way. When we have artistry in our midst, it helps 
us to connect our emotions to the liturgy in an easier way. This emotion, then leads us to losing ouselves in 
the moment as we are able to delve deeper into the meaning of the liturgy. When we take the Body of 
Christ, we are participating in a ritual that has been practically untouched for 1800 years. This ritual is     
designed to focus our minds and hearts to the charity and grace of Christ. This not only helps us connect 
with the Creator and the Trinity, but also gives us connection to each other. To put it simply, when 
family eats together, it stays together.  
 
As we approach the Solemnity of Christ on November 20, our last Sunday before the Advent Season, we 
will be focusing more on our families and close relationships due the upcoming holidays. Our wish is to be 
filled the love of those around us and also those who communed with us throughout our lives who aren't 
with us anymore. We will miss many at this time of year, but the sadness of their absence will be buoyed by 
the memories of their lives and the connections we retain from the memories of them.    
 
~Murray Kidd 

NOTES FROM MURRAY 



 

 

Musica Divina - by Anton Faynberg 

Join us on the first and third Friday of every month after       
that - Anton Faynberg will fill our sanctuary with sacred sound 
and music to help bring God's word to life. Deriving the name 

from the practice Lectio Divina (or divine reading) - where 
practitioners read, or listen to, scripture in different voices and 
different tempos - Anton has created an experience that is an 

hour of continuous sound and music accompanied by scripture 
readings, meant to bring God's word to life. 

  

NEW BOOK STUDY 

CCC is excited to offer a new book study here at CCC! We will be reading     
Excuse Limit Zero, a fascinating book written by Gregory Fernandes. Our series 
will meet via Zoom (to allow for more people to participate) on Tuesday evening 
from 6-7:30pm, November 8, 15, and 22.  

"In Excuse Limit Zero, Gregory Fernandes tells the uncensored story of how he 
turned around his early troubled life by owning his mistakes, and how he 
learned to move past regret to discover his role as a mentor, high school choral 
director, and classically trained musician who has traveled the world sharing his 
gift.” 

As an added bonus, the author may join us for our last session! Don’t miss it!. 

To join this exciting discussion, please let Pastor Holly know by Tuesday,      
November 1st so we can obtain enough copies!  



Dear Janet, 

Thanks especially to you for delivering the 

beautiful chrysanthemum to us. Thanks also, to 

the other Deacons. It is lovely! We have it on 

the platform where our ramp turns toward the 

door so anyone who gets to the door will enjoy it 

also. We appreciate the thoughts and prayers 

from our friends at Christ Congregational 

Church. 

 In Christian Love, 

  David & Marilyn 

To the Deacons and Christ Church Congregation, 

 Thank you for the beautiful fall flower plant. 

 The visit with Deacon Pat Illsley and Rev.       

Ann-Marie was a delightful surprise and most      

appreciated. 

   Thank you all, 

    Audrey Simmons 

           October 17, 2022 

Your kindness means the world to me. The 

bright orange plant is beautiful. I appreciate   

receiving flowers from the church. 

          Anna Thomas 

 Just a note to thank the Deacons of Christ 

Church for the beautiful Chrysanthemum plant. It 

was AND is much appreciated. 

 Thank you again for your thoughtfulness. 

 I also enjoy all the cards that are sent to me    

periodically. 

 Fondly, 

        Ruth Copeland 

          October 22, 2022 

To Deacons: 

 Just a note to thank you for my Beautiful 
mum plant. 

 It is doing well. I put it out on my indoor porch 
during the day if it isn’t too cold. 

 The card was nice too. 

 Thank you Jan, for delivering the plant. 

 Sincerely, 

              
  Jean Purificato 

              10/24/22 

Dear Church Friends, 

 I greatly appreciated the beautiful                 

Chrysanthemum that you sent to me recently. The 

lovely russet color brightens my fall day ~ but nicest 

of all was being thought of, being included in the 

concerns of Christ Church’s extended family. 

Thank you! 

 Ricky Soncrant 



 
Please use or donate to 

our food pantry. 
 

ALL 
ARE  

WELCOME! 

Wishing all the best on your Birthdays  
Sofia Shelley-Wyss, Phoenix Pelote, Gabriel  

Swisher Rosa, Doug Anderson, Michelle Purssell, 
Pasha Ozelius, Steve Prince, Tricia Gross, Chard 

Poole, Alan Thomas, Cindy Myers, Shawn     
Weatherbee, Ruth Ladd, Jay Sparling, Jean      

Spatola, Sarah Sparling, Hayley Hixon, Walkerson 
Bastia, Amy Poole, Jayce Exell, Rev. Patricia 

(listed in order of day of month from 1 to 31) 

COMMITTEE                         
Missions is collecting 2023        

calendars for the Brockton       

Veterans Hospital. The calendars 

seem to be mailed very early this 

year. If you can spare a few for 

the Veterans, please bring them 

to the Church Office.  All kinds 

and sizes are needed. These will 

be delivered a few times starting 

in November. 

Rose Conservatory will be performing  

We pray for the families of Carlos Carrillo 

Joubert “Charlie” (father-in-law of Tamra 

Fisher Carrillo), Edward Zadrozny (uncle 

of Catherine Campbell), Brian Powers 

(stepson of Beth McIntyre) and Rev. 

Rollin Johnson, may they rest in peace. 



 

You’d like to help and sign up for coffee hour but... 
you’re not quite sure what to do.             

 

It’s easier than you think! The 1st. step is to sign up on the board (on the wall next to the 
kitchen). 

 Arrive about 9:00 am on Sunday morning.  
  

 Start by getting the coffee on. There are instructions for this on the cabinet (near 
the sink). You put out 3 percolators (regular, decaf & hot water for tea). There is a 
rolling cart that you can put them on to bring out to the tables in the Fellowship Hall. 
*Remember to plug them in before going upstairs. 

 

 Next make the cold drinks. Mix 2 pitchers of lemonade (ratio instructions on 
sheet and lemonade is in the cabinet to the right of the microwave). Also add water to 
2 pitchers and cover all 4 with saran wrap and put in the fridge to get cold. 
*Remember the left side is the church’s side. 

 

 Start putting non-perishable snacks out. You will find these (and bowls to 
put them in), in the cabinets to the right of the microwave. *Feel free to bring/
bake special treats to share! 

 

 Put out the extras. You will find plates, napkins, cups & spoons/forks (if needed) 
in the cabinet under the open window to the Fellowship Hall. You will find all the  
coffee & items in the cabinet to the left of the sink (creamers, sweeteners, tea 
bags & stirrers).   

 Leave the Sanctuary before the final music. Unplug the percolators and set them on the   
table. Put out any cold items, such as the drinks and any snacks (yogurt, eggs, etc.). Greet all 
those happy faces, they’ll be glad to see you! 

 Clean up! After everyone is finished getting coffee and snacks, you can start to put everything 
back where you found it. Wash any dishes and put them away. Have Fun! 





November meeting of the quilt guild will be on  

Tuesday, November 15
th
 from 1-3pm. Carol      

Bradford will do a tutorial on a zipper pouch.       

Materials needed will be: 

1 zipper (nylon) 12” or longer 

2 lining rectangles  11” x 9” 

2 batting rectangles  11” x 9” 

1 feature fabric 10” x 6” OR 10 -12 strips 2 ½” x 6’ 

2 strips 2 1/2” x 10” of contrasting fabric 

1 strip 1 ½” x 5” to coordinate with zipper 

1 strip 7/8” x 6” for zipper pull (optional) 

There will be machines set up for you to use. You 

may bring your own machine if you wish. Guild will 

supply zippers and batting. Carol has zippers in all 

colors. 

December meeting will be our annual cookie swap 

and we will discuss that at this month’s meeting. 

For questions or a ride call Nelda @ 508-238-6004 

or Janet @ 508-583-0505. 

 

Join In On Our New Ministry Brought 

From Our Stoughton Church Family 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Every Wednesday, Starting November 2
nd 

In the Library from 10 - 12 PM                     
(In the craft room this week because of the Fair) 

Looking forward to seeing current knitters, folks 

who know a little, and anyone who would like to 

learn. More hands make more shawls! Join us 

as we weave healing prayers into lovely shawls. 

For more information please see Dee Hayes. 

ZOOM Fiber Fellowship & Crafts 
Meets the 2nd Tuesday 

From 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
Come Knit, Crochet, Needlepoint, crafts, etc. 

Or just come for the fellowship!!    
(call or email office for zoom link)     

Please join us on November 8th so we can have conversation 

about best times, how many times a month and on-site or zoom 

options. 





CONTACT US 
 

CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 
1350 Pleasant Street  
Brockton, MA 02301-2840 
 
Tel: 508-586-3022  
Web: brocktonucc.org  
Email: office@brocktonucc.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday:  
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship Time: 9:55 a.m. 

 

Christ Congregational Church, UCC 

1350 Pleasant St. 

Brockton, MA 02301-2840 


