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CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UMNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST. BROCKTOM, MA

October 18, 2026 10:00 am

Today in place of a sermon we will hear from guest speaker Lauren Zaremba. Lauren is the
Corporate & Foundation Relations Gift Officer for Father Bill’s & MainSpring.

The Development team at Father Bill's & MainSpring engages with the general public and corporate
sponsors to help the agency meet its fundraising needs, recruit and retain volunteers, and effectively
communicate the agency’s goals, challenges, and its many stories.

Find out more at https://helpfbms.org/staff-board/meet-the-development-team/

*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF
THE SERVICE*

RINGING OF THE CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Matt Howard
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN ‘God Is My Shepherd’ No. 79

CALL TO GATHERING!

Leader: We come believing in our emptiness, believing that we will
never have enough, believing that what we have is unworthy.

ALL: We come fearful of sharing, fearful of losing our tenuous grip
on scarcity, fearful of touching and knowing the pain of others.
Leader: We come overwhelmed by the hunger, overwhelmed by the
suffering of children near and far, overwhelmed by the endless tales of
senseless violence, greed, and death.

ALL: We come aching from the weight of responsibility, aching
from the chilling challenge of knowing our abundance, aching from
the gnawing awareness that we have much to share.

Leader: We come clinging to our meager lunches...

ALL: Bless them, and us. Break them, and us. Share them, and us.
Amen.



OPENING PRAYER
*HYMN ‘Diverse In Culture, Nation, Race’ No. 485

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

ALL: O God, we see those who are hungry. We see them and we admit, sometimes we don’t
share our own abundance - because we are afraid. We are afraid we might run out. We are
afraid they might not really need it. We are afraid we might be taken advantage of. We
experience so many fears in the moment for generosity, when our generosity will mean the
most. Transform our fear into faithful action. Lead us to show others that the fears are
unfounded, and that your kin-dom of abundance is possible. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE
*SUNG RESPONSE ‘I Am The Light Of The World’ (vs. 2) No. 469

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 14:13-16
Feeding the five thousand

13When Jesus heard about John, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. When
the crowds learned this, they followed him on foot from the cities. 14 When Jesus arrived and
saw a large crowd, he had compassion for them and healed those who were sick. 1° That
evening his disciples came and said to him, “This is an isolated place and it’s getting late.
Send the crowds away so they can go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”

16 But Jesus said to them, “There’s no need to send them away. You give them something to

eat.”
SERMON Guest Speaker: Lauren Zaremba, Corporate & Foundation
Relations Gift Officer, Father Bill's & MainSpring House
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Alex Green

During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.

Come and Light a Candle...

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)

Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

OFFERTORY ‘Leaning On The Everlasting Arms’  (Hoffman/Showalter/Hayes)
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE ‘Lord, | Want To Be A Christian’ (vs. 1) No. 589
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

*HYMN ‘Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant’ No. 490

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ (Traditional/Raney)

Participating In Todays Worship Service:
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor
Alex Green, Music Director
David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter
Dani Kardisco, Faith Formation Director

1Hawker, Katherine. “Pastoral Prayer: We Come.” Re:Worship, re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/07/pastoral-prayer-we-
come.html. Accessed 13 Oct. 2026.

Welcome to Our Guest Speaker, Lauren Zaremba!

This morning, as part of our Love Feeds Everyone service, we are blessed to welcome Lauren
Zaremba from Father Bill's & MainSpring (FBMS]).

Lauren serves as the Corporate & Foundation Relations Gift Officer at FBMS, where she has
spent the last four and a half years building vital partnerships with local businesses,
corporations, and foundations to help end homelessness across Southern Massachusetts.

Prior to her impactful work at FBMS, Lauren served the City of Boston for over a decade.
Raised right here on the South Shore, she returned to the area to raise her two young children
and give back to the community that shaped her. When she isn't working to support our
neighbors in need, she loves exploring the beautiful South Shore outdoors with her family.

We are grateful for Lauren's presence, her dedication to this vital work, and the opportunity to
learn how we can further share God's love by supporting the mission of Father Bill's &
MainSpring.
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Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race 485
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469 I Am the Light of the World!
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589 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian
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Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant
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