
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 26, 2026                                                                                             10:00 am 

                      
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF 
THE SERVICE* 
 

   
RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Matt Howard 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN            ‘God Of The Ages, Whose Almighty Hand’                   No. 725 
                      
GALL TO GATHERING1 (Inspired By Psalm 23)  
One: The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us enter with thanksgiving and praise! 
ALL: The Shepherd restores our souls, satisfies our needs, and leads us on the right path. 
One: The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us live with courage and conviction, not fear and timidity. 
ALL: Through valleys and storms, chaos and confusion, threats and concerns, the Shepherd 
comforts us with power and strength, love and compassion, hope and peace. 
One: The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us worship in the presence of the Holy One! 
ALL: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives. Let us dwell in God’s 
presence forever! 
 
OPENING PRAYER1 
 
*HYMN                ‘Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us’          No. 558                 
 
*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1                                                                      
ALL: Shepherd of our lives, like sheep, we wander and stray. We come to you for sustenance, 
yet distance ourselves from your realm when you require more from us. We bite one another 
with words that cut and attitudes that reflect more apathy than care. We lie down and become 
stuck, when you would expand our territory and sphere of belonging. We give you thanks for 
not giving up on us and continuing to lead us by your Spirit. Give us courage and confidence 
to do your will and to love with our lives. We devote ourselves anew to your teaching, to 
community, to the sacramental life, and to prayer. Lead us in the ever full and renewed life in 
Christ. Amen. 
 
*WORDS OF GRACE1 
 



*SUNG RESPONSE                                     ‘Be Still, My Soul’ (vs. 1)                                       No. 566  
 
A TIME FOR ALL AGES                 Dani Kardisco 
 
HYMN                                                             ‘God Is My Shepherd’                               No. 79 
                        
SCRIPTURE 
 

John 10:1-10 

10 1 I assure you that whoever doesn’t enter into the sheep pen through the gate but climbs 
over the wall is a thief and an outlaw. 2 The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of 
the sheep. 3 The guard at the gate opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 Whenever he has gathered all of his sheep, 
he goes before them and they follow him, because they know his voice. 5 They won’t follow a 
stranger but will run away because they don’t know the stranger’s voice.” 6 Those who heard 
Jesus use this analogy didn’t understand what he was saying. 

I am the gate 

7 So Jesus spoke again, “I assure you that I am the gate of the sheep. 8 All who came before 
me were thieves and outlaws, but the sheep didn’t listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever 
enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief 
enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I came so that they could have life—indeed, so that they 
could live life to the fullest. 

 
SERMON                 Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                Alex Green   
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.  
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER1 
 

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)  
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY1                   
      
OFFERTORY                                      ‘Jesu, Joy Of Man’s Desiring’                                           (Bach)  
                                           



*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                  ‘My Life Flows On’ (vs. 1)                                           No. 619 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION1 

 
*HYMN                                                  ‘Rejoice The Lord Is King’                                             No. 699  
 
*BENEDICTION1 
 
POSTLUDE              ‘Spanish Trumpet Joy’                               (de Peraza/Harris) 
                            
       
 
 

Participating In Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

Alex Green, Music Director 
Abigail Nordan, Soloist  

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
Dani Kardisco, Faith Formation Director 

 
 

1By the Gate: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday in Easter Year A was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, 
Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. 

 



 











 


