
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 8, 2026                                                                            10:00 am 

                      
*AN ASTERISK IN THE BULLETIN INDICATES THAT ALL FOR WHOM IT IS COMFORTABLE SHOULD RISE FOR THAT PART OF 
THE SERVICE* 

 
RINGING OF THE CHIMES                                          
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                      Matt Howard 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                 ‘How Firm a Foundation’ (vs. 1, 2, 5)                               No. 618 
                            
*CALL TO GATHERING1        
Leader: If you need good news, 
ALL: settle into this space. We have good news to share. 
Leader: If you need a word of hope, 
ALL: then trust us when we say, there is hope enough to go around. 
Leader: If you need a glimmer of joy, 
ALL: then you’re in luck! We have resilient joy abounding. 
Leader: If you need to feel God’s presence in your midst, 
ALL: then know that this is God’s house. 
Leader: This is the good news of the gospel. 
ALL: God is here. Love is real. Joy is on the move. Let us worship our with-us God! 

OPENING PRAYER 

*HYMN                                             ‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus’                                     No. 585 

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE1                                                                    
ALL: Holy God, with you the impossible is possible. 5,000 can be fed. The blind can see. The 
hopeless can find hope. With you the impossible is possible, but we are quick to forget that. 
We look at our hurting world and tell ourselves that nothing can be done. We forget that you 
empowered the disciples to feed the crowd. We forget that you are always with us. Forgive our 
small-minded ways. Forgive us for doubting that change could ever come. But even more so, 
forgive us when we refuse to be a part of it. With hope for a better tomorrow we pray, Amen. 

*WORDS OF GRACE1   
Leader: Family of faith, no matter how many mistakes the disciples made, Jesus still washed their 
feet. Jesus still fed them. Jesus still called them beloved. The same is true for you and me, so hear 
and believe this good news, 



ALL: today is a new day, and once again, we belong to God. We are forgiven. We are called. 
We are not alone. What good, good news. Amen! 
 
*SUNG RESPONSE                      ‘Lead On, O Cloud of Presence’ (vs. 3)                               No. 633  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION1 
                         
LEARNING THE WORD (Mark 6:32-44 & Ephesians 3:20-21) 
 

Mark 6:32-44 
32 They departed in a boat by themselves for a deserted place. 

33 Many people saw them leaving and recognized them, so they ran ahead from all the 
cities and arrived before them. 34 When Jesus arrived and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. Then he began 
to teach them many things. 

35 Late in the day, his disciples came to him and said, “This is an isolated place, and it’s 
already late in the day. 36 Send them away so that they can go to the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy something to eat for themselves.” 

37 He replied, “You give them something to eat.” 

But they said to him, “Should we go off and buy bread worth almost eight months’ pay[a] 
and give it to them to eat?” 

38 He said to them, “How much bread do you have? Take a look.” 

After checking, they said, “Five loaves of bread and two fish.” 

39 He directed the disciples to seat all the people in groups as though they were having 
a banquet on the green grass. 40 They sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 He 
took the five loaves and the two fish, looked up to heaven, blessed them, broke the 
loaves into pieces, and gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also 
divided the two fish among them all. 42 Everyone ate until they were full. 43 They filled 
twelve baskets with the leftover pieces of bread and fish. 44 About five thousand had 
eaten. 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

20 Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his 
power at work within us; 21 glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all 
generations, forever and always. Amen. 

 

A TIME FOR ALL AGES                 Dani Kardisco 
 
HYMN                                         ‘Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing’                              No. 16 
 
SERMON                 Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%206%3A32-44&version=CEB#fen-CEB-24441a


MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                Alex Green   
During this time, we invite you to embrace the transition from hearing the word to gathering ourselves 
in prayer by taking a moment for quiet reflection either in your pew, or by coming forward to light a 
candle to give light to the prayer(s) on your heart that have no words to be expressed.  
 

Come and Light a Candle… 
 

 
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH1  
ALL: I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. 
It sounds like welcome 
and feels like home. 
It sounds like laughter 
and feels like mercy. 
It sounds like love 
and feels like a seat at the table, 
so I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. 
I have seen it alive in the world. 
And even when my heart aches, 
even when wars rage, 
even when mercy feels out of reach, 
I remember the one who 
welcomed the children 
and led with nonviolence. 
I remember the one who 
cared for the vulnerable 
and inspired those around him. 
I remember that the good news really is good news, 
for I have seen it alive in the world. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
SUNG RESPONSE                       ‘Called as Partners in Christ’s Service’ (vs. 1)                     No. 453 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER1 
 
THE PRAYER OF JESUS (in unison)  
Our Creator (Father) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY                    
      
OFFERTORY        ‘Simple Praise’       (Martin/Courtney) 
                            
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE               ‘For The Beauty Of The Earth’ (vs. 5)                      No. 56 



*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
  
*HYMN                                                ‘Human Minds Just Can’t Imagine’                                  (Insert) 
 
*BENEDICTION1 
 
POSTLUDE                                ‘Go Now And Serve The Lord’                                   (Wagner) 
                     
       
 
 

Participating In Todays Worship Service: 
Rev. Jeffrey Kardisco, Senior Pastor 

Alex Green, Music Director 
Abigail Nordan, Soloist  

David Wilcox, ASL Interpreter 
Dani Kardisco, Faith Formation Director 

 
 

1Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 













 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


