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WORSHIP AND  
PROGRAMS: 
 
Regular Events 
 
Worship and Sunday School:  
Sundays, 9:55AM 
 
Adult Bells: Wednesdays, 8:15PM 
 
Adult Choir: Wednesdays, 6:45PM 
 
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 10AM 
 
Craft Group: Tuesdays, 9:30AM 
 
Fiber Fellowship:  
         2nd & 4th  Tuesday, 7PM 
 
Junior Ringers and Youth Choir:  
            Sundays, 11:15AM    
 
Prayer Group: Starting Again Soon 
 
Quilt Guild: 3rd Tuesday, 1PM 
 
Wednesday Dinner: Wednesdays,  
        6PM 
Young at Heart: 1st Wednesday, 
noon (Oct. 3rd) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Meetings 
 
Christian Education: Oct. 11, 6PM 
 
Council: Oct. 18, 7PM  
 
Deacons: Oct. 4, 7PM  
 
Finance & Property: Oct. 11, 7PM 
 
Green Team: TBD 
            
Missions: Oct. 8, 7:30PM 
 
Music: Oct. 14, 8AM 
 
Organ Completion Committee:  
                    Oct. 10, 11:30AM  
Vitality: Oct. 4, 7PM  
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

We are off and running – probably in every 
sense of those words.  We are finding this 
as a time to, very intentionally, thrive. I am 
absolutely loving the energy in the Sunday 
School, amongst the parent volunteers, in 
the Youth Groups, in the Young at Heart, in 
the choirs, in the fair team – whom I can 
hear as I type this, laughing and carrying 
on – and in worship. We are in such a time 
of changing leadership, of being professionally short-staffed, of    
needing to take on different roles – and we are finding a time to thrive.  
We have been in a time of funerals, a time of unexpected loss, and of 
anticipated change as Erin moves toward a call – and we are finding a 
time to thrive. There are always other options in life – we could just go 
“blah” – but we are not. We are still interviewing CE Director           
applicants, but in the meantime we have perhaps the most volunteers 
we’ve had in years. Thank you for rising to the occasion. We are the 
church – and together, we are finding a time to thrive!   

YOUR ATTENDANCE at church and at events really does matter – 
hope to see you often!  

With love,  

Rev. Patricia 

p.s.  Please mark your calendar for November 25
th
 for a possible    

ordination in the afternoon.  

To be confirmed.  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION YOUTH NEWS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS FOR OCTOBER – INCLUDING AT HOME DISCUSSION TOPICS: 
Each month or season this year we will take one of Jesus’ major themes to study in Sunday School and in 
church. For October, the memory verse is:  
 
Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you 
will be forgiven.  Luke 6:37 
 
This month we will be focusing on forgiveness. Did you know that forgiveness is mentioned in the New         
Testament more often than in any other way of religion?  
 
October 7th:  Will be World Communion Sunday, so we will look at how other Christian and non-Christian 
churches forgive. Conversation for home: if we practiced a week of seeking forgiveness as the Jewish faith 
does, would that be easy or hard to do?  Why? 
 
October 14th: Bible Sunday (bibles presented to our second graders).  
Conversation for home: what is wonderful about having a Bible?  What are 
some of your favorite verses?  Google “forgiveness in the New Testament” 
and talk about some of the verses that come up.  
 
October 21th: The Art of Apologizing. Conversation for home: how do we 
say we’re sorry?  
 
October 28th: The Art of Forgiving. Conversation for home: how do we  
forgive?  

 

CONFIRMATION, a program for 9th and 10th graders, will begin with a family     

orientation, dinner and worship on Sunday, October 7th at 5pm. The meetings will 

generally be the first and third Sundays after church, including lunch. If you haven’t 

received the schedule, please contact the church office.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for Sunday School. Maybe it has been a 

long time since you taught Sunday School and you’re feeling that “I could do 

it one more time” feeling.  Consider taking one of the month’s themes and   

leading a class.  Maybe you have a passion for inclusion and welcome and 

hope our children will understand its importance. Maybe you wonder about 

forgiveness.  Maybe you are all about caring. Consider adding to that        

conversation by teaching for a month. There will be a shepherd with each 

age group – someone who has made a longer term commitment to connect 

with the kids (but not have to prepare the lesson). Lesson plans include   

supply lists, the flow of the lesson for the day, an opening exercise, questions 

for discussion, a project/drama/activity, and closing prayer. Contact Rev.   

Patricia for more encouragement or to sign up.  

Wow, do we have a great year planned for youth groups!!  The Senior Highs have kicked 

off the year with apple picking on September 29th, returning to the church to make apple 

crisps to serve at coffee hour on September 30th. We will be doing some activities jointly 

with the junior highs and senior highs, and some separately, but we will be having a 

GREAT YEAR!  For October, on October 14th we will all meet from 12:00-1:30pm to make   

Halloween masks (and more) with pizza for lunch. On October 28th we will have a Trunk or 

Treat event for everyone immediately after church. See notice elsewhere in the Courier. 

Friends are always welcome.   



Notes from Murray 

Fall is upon us and pumpkin things abound in restaurants, donut shops, 
cafés and grocery stores!  Halloween happens soon and there is an 
event that will be well-worth attending. The Phantom of the Opera will 
be shown here at the church on Friday, the 26

th
 at 7:00pm.  It is not the 

Broadway musical, but don’t let that discourage you!!!  This concert has 
been selling out churches and community halls for several years and is 
a great time for all.  Phantom of the Opera, the silent movie will be 
shown in the same format it was back when it was bestowed to the 
public. David Krasinski, the award winning organist from Boston, will be 
playing our organ during the movie, the same way it was shown when 

the movie premiered.  We all wish we could travel back in time to see things as they were. With music 
and art, we sometimes can.  Do yourselves a favor and come to this time capsule to see and hear this 
movie that has stood the test of time and still delights audiences all over the country! Free tickets are 
available to the Christ Congregational Church family.  See Donna Costa for more information.   

We need you to be a part of our music program!!  Don’t be shy!  Let Murray know if you are interested 
in joining the choir or ringing bells or singing a solo or something else!    

~Murray 

 

 

 

We are excited to announce that Weekly Wednesday 
WOVOS is happening again this year! Arrival is       
between 3:15pm and 4:15pm, with snacks, homework 
help, art projects, and leadership conversations in that 
first hour, led by our new and wonderful program    
director Sequoria Dickerson. Choir rehearsal will be 
from 4:15pm to 5:45pm, with dinner and conversation 
following, with pick-up at 6:45pm.   

Murray Kidd continues as our artistic director, and  
Sylvia Berry, a world-renowned performing artist, is 
our keyboardist. This is a really great opportunity to be 
part of a choir designed for young women in grades    
6-12. The fee is $10 per month, which can be waived 
thanks to generous grants. Please let us know if you 
can begin this Wednesday, or if you need a delayed 
enrollment, early drop-off or late pick-up, let us know.   

If your schedule rules WOVOS out, please pass this 
invitation on to your singing friends.  We hope to really 
build up WOVOS so that we can begin to plan some 
touring dates. Mark your calendars as well for       
WINTER WOVOS, again during February school    
vacation week, February 18th-22nd.   

Call the church office with any questions - Deana will 
be able to direct you to the WOVOS staff. (508)586-
3022.   



 
 
On Wednesday, October 3

rd
 the Young at Heart will meet for lunch 

and a program.  Lunch will be grilled panini sandwiches and tomato 

soup. The program is an introduction to the new (very fun)            

confirmation program, with conversation about what is essential in 

our faith – it will be fun! Everyone is welcome!! 

CHRIST CHURCH PIPE ORGAN SERIES PRESENTS: 

Midday Music with Richard Hill: “October Memories” 

October 17
th
 from 12:15 - 1:00 pm. Free, open to the public. Dick Hill will be joined by guest organist, 

Dr. Steven Young, professor of music at Bridgewater State University, where he also serves as        
Director of Choral Activities. Additionally, he is the organist/choirmaster at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church, Taunton, MA. 

Halloween Concert: Phantom of the Opera, with Peter Krasinski, organist 

The classic Silent Film presented with pipe organ                   
accompaniment on Friday October 26

th
 at 7 pm. 

Plan to include this performance as part of your Halloween 

fun this year. (Program about 2 hours) 

Tickets will be available at the door: $15 adults, $10 students 

and seniors, and children under 12, free. Complementary     

tickets for Christ Congregational Church members and 

friends will be available through Sunday, October 21. 

 
PETER EDWIN KRASINSKI is recognized as organist and   

music educator, whose imaginative and energetic performances elevate and inform audiences. Along 

with regular concert appearances he specializes in the art of live improvised silent film                      

accompaniment, worldwide. He is the recipient of a number of prizes including the First Prize in        

Improvisation from the American Guild of Organists National Competition. 

 

PROJECT PIPES UPDATE 
 

Two major gifts were received in September: $25,000 from 

an anonymous donor, and a donation of $23,000. from the 

Estate of Allen Fisher. We are thankful for these donations, 

and for all gifts, of any size. We have exceeded 50% of our 

goal. Watch our bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for more 

news.  Follow the Christ Church Pipe Organ Series on       

Facebook, and sign up to receive our Quarterly News there, 

too. Or email to: organ@brocktonucc.org 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

October Birthdays! 

Wishing all the best on your birthdays:  

Joanna Myers, Virginia Hale, Ariana Vergne, Paula 
Gair, Katie Alden, Andrew Johnson, Luanne    
Cockshaw, David Fairbanks, Sarah Diedrichsen, 
Linda Alvilhiera, Richard Emanuel, Dan Ozelius, 
Stephen Maloof, Viola Szydlowski, Carol Ozelius, 
Nancy Davis, Emily Dasey, George Manoogian, 
Ashley Poole, Chloe Clark, Jan Howard, Paul 
Landerholm 

(listed in order of day of month from 1 to 30) 

 

 

 

This time for sure: we will be discussing Just Mercy 

on the innocence project on Saturday, October 27
th
 

at 10 am.  The next book will be Transforming: The 

Bible the Lives of Transgender Christians by Austen 

Hartke.   

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES will be offered in    

October and November. We offer a 3 session     

opportunity to learn about the church, about    

Christian faith, and about each other. Our dates will 

be October 20th, 27th and November 10th,           

Saturdays at 9 am (running 90 minutes), and on 

Friday, November 16th there will be a new member 

dinner at the parsonage at 6pm.  Mark your        

calendars AND please sign up at the information 

counter in the lower lobby.   

YES ON THREE 

As we begin our tenth year 

as an Open and Affirming 

Congregation, please be 

aware that human rights are 

on the ballot in November in 

the referendum article  

number three that threatens 

to rollback the protections and access for 

transgender people in many areas including 

places of public accommodations. A “YES” 

vote on three continues these human rights.  

To see how you can help, speak to Doug     

Anderson or visit freedommassachusetts.org.  

A Note From Missions 
 
WANTED: 2019 Calendars for 
Veterans at Brockton V.A. Hospital. 
Please leave the calendars in the 
office and the Missions Committee 
will deliver them. 
 
ALSO: Look for the CWS Kits 
Brochure on the information counter to see the 
most up-to-date kit lists. 

Join us every Wednesday 
for a hot meal!  We gather 
at 6PM for a delicious meal 
prepared by Bill Cockshaw. 
Please let Bill know if you 
have any food requirement/
allergy ~ he tries to          

accommodate!!  Cost is $5 per person but pay what 
you can, when you can. Please sign-up at the      
information counter. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

Last year our church’s World Voices program 

was granted a Neighbors in Need grant of 

$10,000, so let’s be sure to contribute to the 

fund for ours and other church programs that 

reach out to the community. The collection will 

be taken as part of the offering on October 7
th
.  



 
Quilt show, Saturday, November 3,2018 
 
Again this year, in conjunction with the Church Fair, we 
will be having our annual Quilt Show!  Please note this 
years show is limited to quilts and quilted items only.  We 
are looking for friends and family that would like to display 
their quilts and quilted items in the sanctuary on the day of 
the fair. 
 
If you would like to participate in the show, you will need 
to submit your name, contact information and a brief     
description of each item to be included in the show    
booklet that will be available to guests attending the show. 
Your contact information will not be in the booklet. 
 
The descriptions should be e-mailed to Kristine Blanchard 
at jackkrisb@yahoo.com no later than Oct. 20, 2018.  This 
is to allow time for organizing and printing the booklet. 
Please put 2018 Quilt show in the subject line. 
 
Quilts and quilted items can be checked in with me on  
Friday, Nov.2, 2018 between the hours of 3:00 and 6:00 
pm. If you are unable to come these hours please e-mail 
me and we can make other arrangements with you. 
 
Each item must have your name and name of item       
attached to the back and each item in an individual bag 
that has your name and name of item clearly attached to 
the outside as well.  We take great care in being           
responsible for your priceless items and take these steps 
to keep them safe and secure during their time with 
us.               Kristine Blanchard for the 
                                      Christ Congregational Church 
                                           Common Thread Quilt Guild  

                                          ANNUAL HARVEST FAIR 

We are collecting items for the Fair!  Attic       
treasures, consignment quality women’s clothing and 
jewelry can be dropped off at the church. There is a 
large table by the white lattice in fellowship hall which 
is our drop off area. Please advise David Wilcox,      
Jo-Ellen Fisher, Katrina Clinton and Doug Anderson if 
you are dropping off items. If you have any questions, 
you can reach David by email at 
(darmok2@comcast.net) or call the church office and 
leave a message. And of course, mark your calendars 
for the Fair day on Saturday, November 3, 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Getting Ready for Our Harvest Fair!     
 
People always ask, “How can I help?” Well, 
there are lots of things you can do to help 
out with our spectacular Harvest Fair! 
AND... anything you do will be much        
appreciated! With everyone’s help, we can 
have a fair that is welcoming, vibrant, and 
alive - Just like our church! 
 
So... What can you do! Donate, sort, clean, 
price, bake, cook, arrange, greet, welcome, 
pack, clean! Please see David Wilcox,      
Jo-Ellen Fisher, Katrina Clinton, or Doug 
Anderson, and they will be delighted with 
your offer and take you up on it right away! 
 
AND... what about advertising? Word of 
mouth is very effective! So... please invite 
your friends, family, and neighbors!  

mailto:jackkrisb@yahoo.com


STEWARDSHIP SNIPPETS  
(Not Snippy, Just Zippy!) 

* Joyful and Spirited greetings to all! What an exuberant 

and enthusiastic Beloved Community God is creating 
here at Christ Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ! Truly, this is God’s doing - Jesus lives among us! 
 
*  Energetic, positive, fun-filled! These are some          
descriptions of CCC Harvest Fair preparations. Faithful 
Frolic! We are all in this endeavor together. So many 
people are helping out in fair preparations that it’s   
amazing! Awesome Time, Talent, and Treasure at work. 
 

*  “Abundance: Far More Than You Could Ever Imagine” 

is the theme of this year’s Autumn Pledge Experience. 
Our Beloved Community CCC will Witness to God’s 
abundant Grace working within us and through us.  
 

*  Pledge Packets will be available on Sunday, October 

21st. Those packets not taken will be mailed on Monday, 
October 22nd.  
 

*  Stewardship’s guiding Bible passage this season is 

from Ephesians 3: 20-21. God can do anything you know 
- far more than you could ever imagine or guess or     
request in your wildest dreams! God does it not by  
pushing us around but by working within us, God’s Spirit 
deeply and gently within us. Glory to God in the church! 
Glory to God in Jesus the Messiah! Glory down all the 
generations! Glory through all millennia! Oh, yes! 
(Adapted from The Message translation.) 
 

*  Praise and thanks to God for bestowing abundant gifts 

of Time, Talent, and Treasure on all of us. And Grace, 
such an abundance of Grace! We are all creating        
Beloved Community within this abundance of God-given, 
Spirit-filled blessings, building God’s Kin-dom here and 
now and into the future. It is far more than we could ever 
imagine! 

HARVEST FAIR BAKE TABLE  
 
The Bake Table needs your donations…. 
What can you make?  
 
 Cake * Muffins * Cookies * Cupcakes * 

Breads * Pies * Bars etc.   
 Please package and label your items.   
 Drop off on Friday November 2

nd
 

works best or first thing on Saturday 
November 3

rd
.  

 
Please contact co-chairs:  
Keith Allen ~ keith519allen@aol.com or 
Barbara Holland Moody ~ 
moodytwos@gmail.com 
 
Thanks so much…..Last year was our 
highest grossing yet and we hope to 
match that! 

Common Threads Quilt Guild 
Next meeting of the guild will be Tuesday   
October 16th from 1-3 pm. All are welcome to 
come and work on your own project or the 
guild’s NICU quilts or Meals on Wheels  
placemats. Much fabric has been donated to 
us for our projects and the guild buys the   
batting, both polyester and cotton. Last month 
we had a longtime church member come and 
work on quilts for her great grand twins. Show 
and tell is always welcome….join us. For 
questions call Janet Eckstrom @ (508)       
583-0505 or Nelda Hayes @ 508-238-6004. 

mailto:moodytwos@gmail.com


We also continue to need donations of new toys from 
our wish list to support the children in our programs. 
Visit our Amazon Wish List at 
www.horizonschildren.org/amazon. Toys can be 
shipped directly or dropped off in person at Horizons for 
Homeless Children, 25 Wareham St. Suite 2-23,      
Middleboro, MA 02346 and will support children in 
Brockton. 

The Massachusetts Department Of Children 
And Families needs foster care and adoptive 
placements. 

See Rev. Patricia if you can help 

http://www.horizonschildren.org/amazon
http://www.ucc.org/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uccresources.com%2Fproducts%2Fbanner-love-your-neighbor&e=03dffc41841044eb5ae363cc9f2eb6a2&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=uccr_3gl_060518&n=4


Blessing of the Animals will follow church 

on October 14
th
 at 11:45am. Please bring 

your pets on leashes or in carriers to the 

playground for a special blessing.  

Trunk or Treat – on October 28
th
 

everyone is invited to come in      

costume (okay, mostly the children) 

and we will have Trunk or Treat  

after church in the front parking lot.  

If you would like to decorate the 

trunk of your car and pass out   

candy, please sign up at the       

information counter or by calling 

the church office.  Please feel free 

to invite neighbors and friends. 

Trunk or Treating will begin at 

11:00 am (followed by fair set up). 

NEW SUPPORT GROUP for   

families affected by addiction will 

be on the last Wednesday of each 

month at Trinity Church in    

Bridgewater. Beginning with dinner 

at 6pm, followed by programs for 

adults and children. For more     

information, see brochure on the 

bulletin board outside the church 

office.   

A WORD FROM BIC (Brockton Interfaith Community) 
Back in January, many of you participated in one on one conversations 
during our congregation's listening campaign, part of a larger series of 
conversations that were happening in congregations across Brockton. We 
shared our concerns and hopes for our community and heard the same 
from others, while growing in relationship with one another. From all of 
those conversations, which spanned many issues, the need for more  
funding in Brockton public schools rose up again and again. Together with 
the other BIC member congregations, this issue was chosen as our focus 
for the year.    
Now we are approaching a key time in our work to increase funding to the 
schools. On Wednesday, October 10th at 7pm, BIC will host a public     
action with members of our community including our elected officials (on 
the city and state level). This is an opportunity for us to show up and    
support the families who have been most impacted by the lack of funding, 
both in our own congregation and across the city. Please join us,           
carpooling from the church will be available. For more information or to 
confirm your attendance, please speak to Ann-Marie Illsley or Deb      
Bowman.  
Public Action to Address Brockton's Education Funding Crisis 
Wednesday, October 10th 
7:00 - 8:30 PM 
Converge Christian Center 
(Trinity Baptist Church) 
1367 Main Street, Brockton 

Dine with 7 @ 7 
Saturday, October 20th 

Dine with 7 at 7 is a dinner      
scheduled at a volunteer’s house 
with seven people attending. Dinner 
is at 7PM with appetizers and   

cocktail hour starting at 6:30PM. The host is responsible for 
the main dish with other guests being responsible for side 
dishes, appetizers, and dessert. Everyone brings their own 
beverage (adult or otherwise).  
If you have any questions, please see the vitality committee 
on Sunday’s, or Keith Allen @ keith519allen@aol.com or call 

(339)440-1965. Sign-up at the information counter. 

mailto:keith519allen@aol.com


CONTACT US 

 
CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 
1350 Pleasant St.,  
Brockton, MA 02301-2840 
 

Tel: 508-586-3022  

Fax: 508-583-7156 

Web: brocktonucc.org  

Email: office@brocktonucc.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday thru Friday:  
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Time:9:55 a.m. 

 

 

Christ Congregational Church, UCC 

1350 Pleasant St. 

Brockton, MA 02301-2840 

Nametags 
Do you need a nametag?  Do 
you wish your nametag said 
“Dave”  instead of “David”?  
Contact the church office with 
requests.  


