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WORSHIP AND  
PROGRAMS: 
 
Regular Events 
 
Worship and Sunday School:  
Sundays, 9:55AM 
 
Adult Bells: Wednesdays, 8:45PM 
 
Adult Choir: Wednesdays, 6:45PM 
 
Afternoon Bell Ringers:  
        Wednesdays, 1:30PM 
 
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 10AM 
 
Craft Group: Tuesdays, 9:30AM 
 
Fiber Fellowship:  
         2nd & 4th  Tuesday, 7PM 
 
Junior Ringers: Sundays, 11:10AM 
 
Youth Choir: Sundays, 11:30AM 
              
Quilt Guild: 3rd Tuesday, 1PM 
 
Wednesday Dinner: Wednesdays,  
        6PM 
Young at Heart: 1st Wednesday, 
noon (Nov. 7th) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Meetings 
 
Christian Education: Nov. 15, 6PM 
 
Council: Nov. 8, 7PM  
 
Deacons: Nov. 1, 7PM  
 
Finance & Property: Nov. 8, 7PM 
 
Green Team: TBD 
            
Missions: Nov. 12, 7:30PM 
 
Music: Nov. 4, 8AM 
 
Organ Completion Committee:  
                    Nov. 21, 11:30AM  
Vitality: Nov. 1, 7PM  
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

This year we are focusing on the key 
teachings of Jesus.  In September we 
talked about how Jesus included           
everybody, loved everybody – and told us 
to do the same.  In October we talked 
about the importance of forgiveness – 
something Jesus mentioned more often 
than any other religious teacher.  In       
November we’ll consider Jesus’ teaching 
that we should care for one another. In Matthew 25 Jesus says to care 
for the hungry, the thirsty, the strangers, the sick, the naked and the 
one in prison – so we’ll be doing some of that.  I hope you and your 
children and your grandchildren will be with us for this third important 
teaching!!  

In this season of remembrance, we will name the names of our loved 
ones who have died in the past 12 months on November 4th, and we 
will honor our long-time members. 

In this season of caring, we will have Mission Sunday on November 
11th, especially focusing on the needs of returning veterans. Our   
annual financial meeting will follow immediately after worship.  

In this season of abundance, we will dedicate the annual pledges on 
November 18th, with the all-church Thanksgiving dinner after worship.  
It is a great feast – make your reservations! 

In this season of gratitude, November 25th will be an important day in 
the life of the church: Erin Reardon will be ordained!  After five years 
with us, she is launching and will be the minister of Warren United 
Church in Warren, Vermont.  Mercy, I will miss her, and I know you 
will too.  Let us be sure to send her off well on November 25th with an 
ordination to beat all!  Mark your calendar for 2:00.  Watch for sign up 
sheets and      notices!   

In this season of caring, let us be grateful for our many gifts, most of 
all for the gift of life and community.  We can take nothing for granted 
– we must be the church.  See you in church,  

Rev. Patricia 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION YOUTH NEWS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS FOR NOVEMBER – INCLUDING AT HOME DISCUSSION TOPICS: 
Each month or season this year we will take one of Jesus’ major themes to study in Sunday School 
and in church. For November, the memory verse is:  
 
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.”  Matthew 25:40 
 
As we continue in the big teachings of Jesus, in November we will focus on caring.  
 
November 4th will be All Souls Day and everyone is in worship for the whole service.  We will 
talk about caring as it takes the form of grief.  We will also honor our long-time church members.   
 
November 11th our focus will be on caring for people who are 
without homes.   
 
November 18th we will focus on care for elders 
 
November 25th will be our Cookies for College and Military.  (If 
you can bring cookies or frosting ingredients, please sign up or 
contact the church office.) 

 
 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for Sunday 

School. Consider teaching for a month. There will 

be a shepherd with each age group – someone 

who has made a longer term commitment to     

connect with the kids (but not have to prepare the    

lesson). Lesson plans include supply lists, the flow 

of the lesson for the day, an opening exercise, 

questions for discussion, a project/drama/activity, 

and closing prayer. Contact Rev. Patricia for more 

encouragement or to sign up.  

Senior & Junior 

Youth Groups 

will be going 

bowling on     

Sunday, Nov. 11
th
 

at  Westgate 

Lanes, leaving 

church at 1pm.   

October 2018 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 

Thank you very much for the        

generous scholarship you have 

awarded me. I look forward to 

using the scholarship to purchase 

the textbooks I will need for this 

upcoming semester. I appreciate 

the support you have provided me 

as I work towards my degree. I 

hope to make you all and the 

church proud! 

    Thank you, 

     Jeffrey Illsley Jr. 

December 2
nd 

Immediately following worship in the wing. Soup and 
sandwich lunch, crafts for the    holidays – all ages 
welcome!  We’ll begin  Advent with some new crea-
tive crafts and some old favorites!!  

October 2018 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 

This note is to thank you for the      
incredible generosity you have shown 
me on behalf of my church family in 
continuing my education. With your 
plentiful scholarship, I was able to  
purchase an entire year’s worth of  
textbooks, an expense that normally 
takes a toll on college students. 

I must apologize for the belatedness of 
this note, but it is entirely due to my 
increased focus on my post-graduate 
plans. Throughout the summer, I   
studied for and took my law school 
exam, drafted and edited my personal 
statement, and filled out ten law school 
applications. I was aided and          
supported by my church family 
throughout this process, and I am  
eternally grateful for the emotional  
support and financial support afforded 
to me by this church community. 

    Thank you again, 

     Kate Howard 



Notes from Murray 

Wow!  These months are flying by!!! First off, a big shout out to Katrina     
Clinton for the wonderful new stoles the choir has been wearing since early 
October. They are beautiful!  Thank you, again for making us look so good!  

We are heading into Advent Season.  What a wonderful time of year. Some 
would say it’s the most wonderful time of the year. Some would say it’s the 
hap-happiest time of the year. I digress...We have been having a great time in 
choir singing some new anthems this year while still singing old favorites.  I 
like to think of favorite anthems as old friends who take up where we left off, 
continue our friendship and grow a little more together. Then, we say a fond 
farewell until the next time.  We hope you have been enjoying our music as 
much as we have.  

A reminder that our Christmas Concert is on December 16th at 1:00pm.  It will be a fun time of musical          
celebration of Christmas and the Advent of Jesus.  Please mark it down and bring a friend. It is always a great 
part of the season! 

Also, did you know that singing promotes health and well-being in our lives?  Singing creates enzymes in our 
mouths that help boost our immune system. Singing also promotes good brain health and gives us a better 
mood, overall.  So, when it is time to sing the hymns and other music, sing out loud and proud and raise your 
voices to God!  

~Murray 

Special Concert “Album Launch” Event 

You never know when you are entertaining angels – or singers.  Since last spring Gary Lyon and   Stephen 
Shaw have been attending our church on Sundays. Who knew that Gary Lyon is a recording artist!  And he has 
a Christmas album coming out!  He will have a concert to launch his album at our church on December 2nd at 
2:30pm, followed by a reception.  Mark your calendar to attend and begin your Christmas season with a       
musical treat.  

A Note From Gary 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I have recently been blessed to embark on a solo musical journey that has taken me somewhere I have never 
been before. This Christmas music project called “My Favorite Day” led me on a path of self-realization and self
-reflecting which allowed me to find my happiness and inner-peace. I would like to share my music with you on 
Sunday, December 2nd at 2:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. right here at our church. My hope as you listen to my music is 
for you to also be filled with happiness, peace, love and acceptance for all people you meet during this most 
blessed holiday season.  

Love and Peace, 

Gary Lyon  

Brockton Interfaith Community is having its Gala Fundraising Dinner 
in fellowship hall on December 1st at 6:30pm. The menu will be various 
hearty soups of Brockton – soups from Haiti, Cape Verde, Mexico, and 
good old chicken noodle. There will be vegetarian soup, gluten free soup, 
and kosher soup. There will be antipasto and breads – and a dessert bar.  
For tickets ($20) see Rev. Patricia.  If you can help, see Rev. Patricia. If 
you would like to help decorate soup bowls for the occasion on November 
9th (10-12) or November 10th (10:30-12:30) please let RP know. Everyone 
is invited to the gala – let’s show our support for BIC’s hard work to make 
Brockton a stronger community.  





Wishing all the best on your birthdays:  

Sofia Shelley-Wyss, Gabriel Swisher Rosa, Doug 
Anderson, Alton Hefler, Michelle Purssell, Pasha 
Ozelius, Steve Prince, Chard Poole,  Alan Thomas, 
Cindy Myers, Shawn Weatherbee, Ruth Ladd, Jay 
Sparling, Sarah Sparling, Jack Blanchard, Hayley 
Hixon, Dick Hill, Walkerson Bastia, Amy Poole,  
Rev. Patricia  

(listed in order of day of month from 1 to 30) 

Beginning November 7th, Leigh-Ann Larson 
will lead a support group for people suffering 
with chronic illness and depression every 
Wednesday from 4:45-6:00 pm.  The  first 15 
minutes will be an informal “chat time”,         
followed by opening  prayer, a guided        
meditation for healing and then open up the 
group to discuss the meditation they             
experienced, their week, and resources that 
you find to be helpful on your journey.       
Questions? Contact Leigh Ann at (508)207-
0071. To sign up, call or email the church office 
or speak to Leigh Ann, or just come!   

YES ON THREE 

As we begin our tenth year 

as an Open and Affirming 

Congregation, please be 

aware that human rights are 

on the ballot in November in 

the referendum article   

number three that threatens 

to rollback the protections and access for 

transgender people in many areas including 

places of public accommodations. A “YES” 

vote on three continues these human rights.  

To see how you can help, speak to Doug     

Anderson or visit  freedommassachusetts.org.  

Join us every Wednesday for a hot meal!  We 
gather at 6PM for a delicious meal prepared by 
Bill Cockshaw. Please let Bill know if you have 
any food requirement/allergy ~ he tries to          
accommodate!!  Cost is $5 per person but pay 
what you can, when you can. Please sign-up at 
the information counter. (No Dinner Nov. 21

st
) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Young at Heart will gather on November 7th at noon 

for lunch and a program.  We will have a Very Merry 

Unbirthday Party – celebrating our years of         

celebrations.  Come with your favorite memory of a 

birthday (or someone else’s) – and we’ll have a  

fabulous birthday cake! 

Common Threads Quilt Guild 
The next meeting of the guild is Tuesday Nov. 20

th
 

from 1 – 3pm. Please bring any completed      
placemats and NICU quilts. We will be making     
deliveries of same to Meals on Wheels and South 
Shore Hospital. 



STEWARDSHIP SNIPPETS  
(Not Snippy, Just Zippy!) 

 

* Wow! It’s amazing and impressive how many   

people have helped with preparations for the       
November 3rd Harvest Fair! What a wonderful, 
sharing, caring, giving church filled with         
generosity, creativity, and pizzazz!  
 

* Abundance: More than you could ever imagine 

- Supporting Beloved Community! This is the 
theme of this Autumn’s Pledge Experience. We 
look around and see God’s abundant Grace and 
Love all around us! How do we respond? 
 

* How amazing are the witness presentations 

about this Beloved Community of Christ        
Congregational Church, United Church of Christ! 
Honest, inspiring, engaging, poignant,          
compelling, moving - all this and much more! We 
have heard from Katrina Clinton, Shirley 
Strangis, Leigh-Ann Larson, and Erin Reardon.  
We look forward to RP’s presentation with the 
long-term members’ recognition as witness and 
from witnesses Janet Eckstrom, and John    
Hagberg and Chris Madden. 
 

* Pledge Packets have already been distributed 

and Pledge returns are being received in the  
offering plate each Sunday. Dedication of  
Pledges will be Sunday, November 18th, and 
followup will occur in the three weeks after the 
dedication. 
 

* Praise and thanks to God for generous gifts of 

Time, Talent, and Treasure! May this Beloved 
Community of CCC employ these marvelous 
gifts to minister to one another AND to reach 
outside the walls of our building and into the 
world, doing the work of Jesus and helping bring 
about the Kin-dom of God! 





Horizons For Homeless also continue to 
need donations of new toys from our wish 
list to support the children in our programs. 
Visit our Amazon Wish List at 
www.horizonschildren.org/amazon. Toys 
can be shipped directly or dropped off in 
person at: 

Horizons for Homeless Children 
25 Wareham St. Suite 2-23 

Middleboro, MA 02346  
Will support children in Brockton! 

A NOTE FROM MISSIONS 
Missions Committee has been working hard in preparation for the MONTH OF SERVICE in November! 
Missions Sunday will be on November 11

th
, Veterans’ Day. We are encouraging any active or former 

military members to participate in our service 11/11/18 by wearing their uniforms – in whole or part!   
Civilians can get involved by bringing a 2019 calendar to be donated to veterans in need – Calendars to 
be dedicated on 11/11/18.  During November, Missions Committee will be collecting canned goods for 

those in need!  These items will be dedicated 
on In Gathering Sunday 11/18/18.  For further 
ways to get involved with Missions work, 
please reach out to the members of the  
Missions Committee!  We continue to seek a 
couple of new members… 
 
~Heather Mitchell 
(Committee: Sheppo Fisher, Paula Gair,   
Sandra Hill, George Manoogian, Heather 
Mitchell, Dot Quimby, Shirley Strangis and 
Brenda Wyss) 

Get involved 

with Missions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A request from the office: 

We need addresses for                

College Students and Military! 

Would you like some cookies sent to a 

loved  one in college or the military? 

Please fill out a cookie request form 

on the information counter. 

Pilgrim Association 
Massachusetts Conference - United Church of Christ 

 
Invites you to the Ordination of 

Erin Reardon     
 

To the Churches, Clergy, and Lay Delegates of the     
Pilgrim Association: 

GREETINGS! 
  

At the request of the 
Christ Congregational Church, UCC 

in Brockton, Massachusetts, 
the Pilgrim Association will gather for an 

  
Ordination Service at 

2:00 P.M. 
on 

Sunday, November 25, 2018 
at the 

Christ Congregational Church, UCC 
1350 Pleasant Street 
Brockton, MA 02301 

508-586-3022  
  

At 2:00 P.M. there will be 
a Service of Worship to ordain   

Erin Reardon 
  

to Christian Ministry in the United Church of Christ. 
  

Prior to the service, clergy are invited to gather 
to robe and process. 

  
Following the Ordination Service there will be a reception 

for the newly ordained Rev. Reardon. 
  

http://www.horizonschildren.org/amazon




CONTACT US 

 
CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 
1350 Pleasant St.,  
Brockton, MA 02301-2840 
 

Tel: 508-586-3022  

Fax: 508-583-7156 

Web: brocktonucc.org  

Email: office@brocktonucc.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday thru Friday:  
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Time:9:55 a.m. 

 

 

Christ Congregational Church, UCC 

1350 Pleasant St. 

Brockton, MA 02301-2840 

SPREAD THE WORD 
 
We are our best means of advertising! 
Please extend an invitation to family, 
friends, neighbors, and coworkers to   
attend our CCC Harvest Fair on         
Saturday, November 3rd from 9 - 2. 
They will love their visit and may even 
come back to stay!  


