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WORSHIP AND
PROGRAMS:
Regular Events
Worship and Sunday School:
Sundays, 9:55AM
Adult Bells: Wednesdays, 6:30PM
Adult Choir: Wednesdays, 7:30PM
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 10AM
Craft Group: Returns In June
Fiber Fellowship:
2nd and 4th Tuesday, 7PM
Junior Ringers and Youth Choir:
Sundays, 11:15AM
Prayer Group: Fridays, 12PM
(off-site)
Quilt Guild: 3rd Tuesday, 1PM
Wednesday Dinner: Wednesdays,
6PM
Young at Heart: 1st Wednesday,
noon (May 2nd)
Board Meetings
Christian Education: May 1, 7PM
Council: May 17, 7PM
Deacons: May 3, 7PM
Finance & Property: May 10, 7PM
Green Team: TBD
Leadership & Development:
May 2, 5:30PM
Missions: May 14, 7:30PM
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PASTOR’S PAGE
In the church we live by the myth that things
slow down after Easter. I’m glad it is a myth –
that was WAY too soon in the calendar year to
be slowing down, but the period between Easter
and Father’s Day is celebration upon
celebration: fasten your seatbelts and enjoy the
ride!!
I hope to see you at the Italian Scholarship Feast, the Talent Show, and
Wednesday dinners. I hope to see you at the communion service on May 6 th,
Mother’s Day on May 13th, Confirmation and Pentecost (wear red if you can)
on May 20th and a commemoration of Memorial Day on May 27 th. Church is
always better when YOU are there – it really is. Your presence – just showing
up – makes a huge difference, which is a great thing in a world where our
individual actions don’t seem to make much of a difference.
May 20th is an especially important day in the life of the church for four
reasons: It is Pentecost, the birthday of the church; it is confirmation Sunday
and we will be confirming Xander Cords, Ronan Cords and Audrey Jones; it is
annual meeting day so we will be electing officers and hearing the reports of
the congregation; and (drumroll please) the Light of the World award for 2018
will be presented. Be sure to come!
There will be more things happening around the church – BIC is holding its
second set of training on Monday and Wednesday evenings in May and World
Voices will be in an 8 week session on Wednesdays in May… it is a great time
to be the church!
Thank you all for everything you do, for every prayer, for every moment you
can contribute- you matter more than you know.
Rev. Patricia

Music: May 7, 5:30PM
Organ Completion Committee:
May 18, 12:30PM
Vitality: May 3, 7PM
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Notes from Murray
Well, we have finally gotten some spring weather and it seems to be a
blessing we are all feeling! Even the frogs are singing a bit more confidently
in hopes the cold weather is behind us for the season. When this Courier is
published, it will only be 6 short days until the Talent Show! We have a
great lineup of acts that are very diverse and will put a smile on your
faces. You can buy tickets at the door on Sunday, May 6th for the 1:00pm
show. Come early to get a great seat!
As we get closer to the summer months, it is time to start thinking about the
music for the summer services. If you have interest in singing or playing an
instrument, or both for a summer service, please see Murray as soon as you
can to make sure you get on the roster! I know there are many talented
folks out there who can play instruments and sing, so don't be shy. Let this
be a time you can come forward to help the congregation prayerfully worship.
Also, if you have ever wanted to start ringing bells or playing an instrument or singing more regularly, now is
the time to plan on more involvement in the services for next year! It takes planning to make a change that
can make you more available for rehearsals or services, but we are interested in hearing you. Our
congregation is better because of participation by those who are JUST LIKE YOU. Please consider taking a
larger role in our worship life and having a great time in the preparation of it on Wednesday nights for choir
and/or hand bells.
Sincerely,
Murray

A Note from Director of Christian Education
Looking ahead!
Dear Christ Congregational church,
Last month at the CE board meeting we spent some time reflecting on the year to write a great annual
report. We spoke of the fun we had with Dr. Seuss stories over the summer and the great kick off we had
in September. All that fun was quickly followed by exciting Christmas preparations and pageant costumes.
The winter dragged with church snow days but the spring has certainly lent itself to a great Eastertide.
With all that fun and hard work in our rearview I am saddened to tell you all that I will be leaving at the end
of this program year. Working at my home church has brought me great joy! I have learned so much and
feel I have brought a happy compromise of old traditions and exciting endeavors to Christ Church. Within
the two years of being here my life has completely changed for the better! I have bought a house, adopted
another puppy, got engaged and began “adulting” as my family calls it. With that I had to find a full-time
position that would support all these exciting adventures. I look forward to enjoying a few weekends with
my future husband, maybe even gardening a bit at our home.
I know I’m leaving you in great hands. Your Board of Christian Education has been fully supportive of my
decision and are looking forward to searching for the perfect Director of Christian Education. We all know
change is hard but after a bit of a break Ray and I look forward to returning to Christ Congregational
Church as members to take part in worship and church life.
~Lisa Hulbert

THE ORGAN COMPLETION COMMITTEE
Come and learn more about the work of our committee and the growth of the Organ Fund on May 6th.
After worship we will have a table with information and video to inform members and friends about our
plans for continued and expanded fundraising toward the goal of $160,000 to complete the organ with
the installation of its fourth division, the choir. Have questions? Send them to us at
organ@brocktonucc.org and we will make sure to answer them on May 6th.
MIDDAY MUSIC FOR MAY and JUNE
May 16th at 12:15 pm – “May Melodies” - Special Guest Organist: Leonardo
Ciampa. Come and enjoy beautiful music in the sanctuary on Wednesday, May
16th. Among the pieces to be presented is an original composition of
Mr. Ciampa’s, “Imagines Deorum – Images of the Gods.”
This mini-concert is free and all are welcome. Donations are accepted for
The Organ Fund.
June 20th at 12:15 pm – “Celebration” –with Richard Hill on our Austin Organ.
Following the music program, all are invited downstairs for Strawberry
Shortcake.
“Lifetime Pass” – At our Bach Birthday Bash this year,
we were asked if donations could be made in an amount
that would provide a “lifetime pass” to future concerts for
the donor. The Organ Completion Committee had not
considered this, but in response to the question, we
have created a “Life Time Pass” for persons donating
$1000. or more. At our June “Celebration” we will
present “Lifetime Passes” to several donors.
Thanks for the question, suggestion and donations!
~Donna Costa

Harvest Fair Planning
The Harvest Fair planning for 2018 has started! We met on Sunday, April 22nd after worship in the wing to plan
for November 3, 2018!
We will start collecting items for the fair soon. Please watch for the announcement. HOWEVER, if there are
extenuating circumstances (moving, etc.) please speak to David Wilcox or Gayle
Hulbert and we will try to make arrangements to store the items. Some items to
donate are gently worn, consignment condition women’s and men’s clothing,
household items, small electronics, tools, jewelry, etc.
The 2017 Harvest Fair was very successful, raising over $13,000 for the ministries of
Christ Church. We appreciate all of your help, donations and prayers with this venture.
Gayle Hulbert & David Wilcox
Co-Chairs

The Reading Group will be undertaking two books
over the summer: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson,
the director of the Equal Justice Initiative will be
discussed in late August and a second book,
Transforming: The Bible and the Lives of
Transgender Christians by Austen Hartke, will
be discussed in September. Sign up to get copies
of the books and/or to be notified of the meeting
dates at the information counter.

Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10 am
and is led on an almost alternating schedule
by Ruth Poole and Rev. Patricia. All are
welcome! We look at the scriptures for the
coming Sunday from the Revised Common
Lectionary.

Coffee Hour Helpers Needed: please sign up at the information
counter if you could be called on to help with coffee hour. We assign
committees to host each month, but some committees are very small –
please consider helping out!

World Voices has begun an 8 week program on
Wednesdays from April 28th - June 13th continuing as a
program for middle school and high school girls.
Homework help and art projects are available from 3pm.
Rehearsal 4:30 - 6pm.
Dinner and table topics
6 - 7pm. For more
information, contact Lisa
Hulbert.

May Birthdays!

Prayer group meets up every Friday at noon
starting with a lunch together (bring lunch), then
a prayer discussion. Prayer group meets at:
ACT CPA (Deb Bowman’s Conference Room)
50 Oliver Street Suite 210
North Easton, MA 02356
You can contact Deb with questions at:
deb@act-cpa.com

Wishing all the best on your
birthdays:

Jean Kehoe, James Ferguson, Nancy Simonis, Saundra
Alden, Sue Koza, Harriet Dunklee, Megan Weatherbee,
Nancy Wentzell, Richard Calvin, Kayla Lawrence, Darlene
Gilson, Richard Purssell, Mickey Carey, Carl Landerholm,
Penny Roan, Sue Russo, Dan Harrigan, Janet Hodnett,
Nathan Herget, Beth Eaton, Linda Sampson, Mary Baker,
Keith Allen, Greg Froio, Greg Davis, Bob Cutting, Kathy
North, Andrew Eckstrom, Gini Hathaway, Levi Swisher Rosa,
Alice Farnsworth, Helen Camara, Beatrice McIntire-Smith,
Michelle Young-Ferguson
(listed in order of day of month from 1 to 30)

Young at Heart will meet at noon on May
2nd with Sylvia Berry presenting her
European Adventure after lunch.
All are welcome!

AN ITALIAN SCHOLARSHIP DINNER
An Evening of Fine Italian Dining at
Christ Congregational Church

The Confirmation Class (both 1st and 2nd
years) will have a retreat on May 5th
from 5-8pm at the church. We have
many things planned, and invite the
congregation’s prayers for our teens as
they end their year of study. On May 6th
the 2nd years will meet with the Deacons
to reflect on their confirmation (which
will be on May 20th in worship). Many
thanks to this wonderful group of teens
and to their parents for helping to make
it happen (and for the lovely luncheons
provided.)

A Note From The Deacons
The Deacons would appreciate donations
for Tea Light candles for the candle
screen and full boxes of tissues for the
sanctuary.

It’s scholarship time!!

Christ Congregational Church is now
accepting applications for scholarship
awards. Please contact the Christian
Education Committee or the church office
for a Scholarship application packet.

May 12th from 6-10pm for an elegant multi-course meal
Menu:
Hors d’oeuvres
Antipasto
Fresh Bread
Italian Soup
Chicken Marsala
Pasta with Marinara Sauce (vegetarian)
Italian Desserts
Punch, Coffee and Tea

There will be wonderful entertainment and raffles between
the courses. Tickets will be $20.00 each and additional
contributions to the scholarship fund are always welcome
and appreciated. See someone from Vitality for tickets.

COMMON THREADS QUILT GUILD
Women of the guild took on a new project late last fall:
to make placemats for Meals on Wheels recipients in
Brockton. Chris McLaren, Community Programs
Director for Old Colony Elder Services (OCES), was
thrilled with the idea and said the placemats would be
well received both by the drivers who would pass them
out and the recipients. Their goal is 600 placemats as
that is how many meals are served in Brockton on a
daily basis. All placemats have a label sewn on the
back identifying Common Threads Quilt Guild as the
maker. The quilt guild is working hard at the goal so
any donations of fabric (cotton or cotton blends) and
polyester batting are welcome. On May 15th Program
Director Chris McLaren will attend the Quilt Guild for a
conversation about OCES and meals.

CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
BROCKTON, MA
CHURCH MEETING WARRANT
ANNUAL MAY MEETING
In accordance with Article XIII, Section 1 of the Christ Congregational Church, UCC, Brockton, MA Bylaws
(Amended November 20, 2016); the Annual May Church Meeting of the membership has been called for
Sunday, May 20, 2018, immediately following the 9:55am worship service in the Sanctuary at 1350
Pleasant Street, Brockton, MA to act upon the following articles:
Article I

To call the meeting to order.

Article II

To accept the minutes from the Annual Church Meeting held on November 12, 2017.

Article III

To hear and act upon reports of the Officers, Boards, Committees, Organizations
and Church Staff.

Article IV

To hear the report of the Leadership and Development Committee for
Officers, Boards, Committees, and Delegates for the coming Church Year and to elect
persons to those positions.

Article V

To hear and act upon a report from the Organ Completion Committee that the
congregation affirm the work already accomplished by the Organ Completion
Committee and the congregation approves continued fundraising and collaborations by
the Organ Completion Committee, including expanding outreach to the wider
community, and approaching members and friends of the congregation for
donations to reach a goal of $160,000 through the end of 2020.

Article VI

To hear and act upon any other business that may properly come before the Church
Membership.

Article VII To ratify, either individually or jointly, any action taken by the Membership at this
meeting in accordance with Article XIII, Section 3D of the Church Bylaws.
Article VIII To adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Janet Eckstrom
Clerk – Christ Congregational Church, UCC

Copies of the minutes from the May 21, 2017 & November 12, 2017 Congregational meetings are available in the church office.

A Note From Missions

Busy times coming up folks! May 1st will be Depot Day. We will be expecting many churches to bring
cleanup buckets, hygiene kits and school bags to us. It is a busy day! We have the great ladies from
the Missions Committee covering that day. We will be doing hygiene kits only, as CWS is requesting
those in particular. We will be accepting on that day only from the other churches between 9:00 am
and 2 pm unless prior arrangements are made with the Missions Committee. The list for Hygiene Kits
is available on the information counter downstairs. Completed kits or just items can be placed on the
table under Mission Board.
Next on our agenda is our Mother's Day Blankets and Tools for Father's Day. This year we will
be combining the two together. We will be celebrating CWS Blankets and Tools for Missions on June
3rd. There will be available hearts for blankets and a helping hand for tools which you can purchase
and hang up. You can choose one or both. A table will be setup before and after church in the Narthex
on May 13th, May 20th, May 27th, and June 3rd. Come early, stay late, buy often!
The budget has been finalized, with a few minor adjustments from last year. We will be concentrating
more on local charities.
Thank you,
Missions Committee: Heather Adams, Alice
Farnsworth, Sheppo Fisher, Paula Gair,
Sandy Hill, Dot Quimby, and Erin Reardon

Hygiene Kits
Here’s what you’ll need:
 One hand towel measuring approximately 15″ x 28″
to 16″ x 32″ (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or
micro-fiber)
 One washcloth
 One wide-tooth comb removed from the package
 One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the
package
 One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper
 One toothbrush in the package
 Ten standard size Band-Aids
All items need to fit inside a one-gallon plastic zipper
closure bag. Remove the excess air from the bag and
seal before boxing. Do NOT add any extra items or
toothpaste.

CourtWatch Massachusetts, a project of the ACLU Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Bail Fund,
the National Lawyers Guild - MA, the Massachusetts Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and
Families for Justice as Healing, is trying to document patterns of arraignments in area courtrooms.
Rev. Patricia recently attended a training to be a courtwatcher, and invites anyone to accompany her to
court to help to notice the patterns taking place. Please contact her if you are interested or would like
more information. She plans to attend court from 8:30am -12:00pm on May 16th, May 25th and May 31st,
barring church emergency.

CONTACT US
Beloved, let us love one
another, because love is
from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and
know god.
Whoever does not love does
not know God, for God is
love.
1 John 4:7

Christ Congregational Church, UCC
1350 Pleasant St.
Brockton, MA 02301-2840

CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
1350 Pleasant St.,
Brockton, MA 02301-2840
Tel: 508-586-3022
Fax: 508-583-7156
Web: brocktonucc.org
Email: office@brocktonucc.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday thru Friday:
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Time:9:55 a.m.

