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WORSHIP AND  
PROGRAMS: 
 
Regular Events 
 
Worship and Sunday School:  
Sundays, 9:55AM 
 
Adult Bells: Sundays, 8:00AM 
 
Adult Choir: Wednesdays, 6:45PM 
 
Afternoon Bell Ringers:  
        Wednesdays, 1:30PM 
 
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 10AM 
 
Fiber Fellowship:           
               2nd & 4th  Tuesday, 7PM 
             (Not on Christmas Day) 
 
Junior Ringers: Sundays, 11:10AM 
 
Youth Choir: Sundays, 11:30AM 
              
Quilt Guild: 3rd Tuesday, 1PM 
 
Wednesday Dinner: Wednesdays,  
        6PM 
Young at Heart: 1st Wednesday, 
noon (Dec. 5th) 

Board Meetings 
 
Christian Education: Dec. 13, 6PM 
 
Council: Dec. 20, 7PM  
 
Deacons: Dec. 6, 7PM  
 
Finance & Property: Dec. 13, 7PM 
 
Green Team: TBD 
            
Missions: Dec. 10, 7:30PM 
 
Music: Dec. 2, 8AM 
 
Organ Completion Committee:  
                    Jan. 9, 11:30AM  
Vitality: Dec. 6, 7PM  

1350 Pleasant St., Brockton, MA 02301  ●  508-586-3022  ●   www.brocktonucc.org   ●   office@brocktonucc.org 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

“The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness did not overcome 
it.”  John 1:5 

In December we are invited to   
journey to Bethlehem.  Advent     
begins on December 2nd, and we 
will journey together, considering 
aspects of the characters of the Christmas story.  Each 
week we will light an advent candle; each week we will 
look at the meaning of the story for us, now in 2018.  
Christmas Eve we will gather at 7pm to sing “Joy to the 
World” and celebrate again the light that the darkness  
cannot overcome.  I hope you will be present for as much 
of December as you possibly can.  If you are homebound, 
know that the traditions will be practiced again, and      
perhaps understood in a deeper way by even one heart.   

Happy Advent,  
Rev. Patricia 

Let’s journey to Bethlehem together! 
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SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 

December 1: Brockton Interfaith Community (BIC) annual dinner.  Come enjoy soups from the various cultures of 

Brockton – tickets are $20.  Helpers are also needed – see Rev. Patricia. 

December 2 will be Advent 1.  Worship will be followed by the annual financial meeting of the church, Advent 

Workshop (for all ages – crafts for the holidays, with sandwiches and soup served), and at 2:30 a free concert event with 

Gary Lyon sharing his newly recorded album of Christmas music.   

December 5 (Wednesday) Young at Heart Christmas luncheon (Turkey Dinner) with gift swap (limit is $10 – please 

let the gift be for any gender).  

December 7 (Friday) both Youth Groups are invited to Edaville Railroad to see the lights and ride the rides –      

register by December 2.   

December 8 (Saturday) Breakfast and Beliefs – 9 am -10:30 – come reflect on what is central and essential about the 

Christmas story and message. 

December 9 will be Advent 2.   

December 16 will be Advent 3 – the Christmas Concert will be that afternoon at 1pm. 

December 22 will be Pageant Rehearsal and Caroling with a pizza lunch.  

December 23 will be Advent 4 with the Christmas pageant.   

December 24 will be Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7 pm  

December 30 will be a family worship service (no Sunday School); that evening at 6pm will be the potluck dinner 

and Night Before New Year’s Eve Party!!  Senior High will have a lock-in sleepover following the party. 

December 31 will be a special resolutions brunch for the Junior High Youth Group from 10 am -12 noon.   

 
 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for Sunday 

School. Consider teaching for a month. There will 

be a shepherd with each age group – someone who 

has made a longer term commitment to connect 

with the kids (but not have to prepare the lesson). 

Lesson plans include supply lists, the flow of the 

lesson for the day, an opening exercise, questions 

for discussion, a project/drama/activity, and closing 

prayer. Contact Rev. Patricia for more                 

encouragement or to sign up.  

Senior & Junior Youth Groups will 

be going to Edaville Railroad on    

Friday, December 7th, leaving from 

the church at 4:30pm.  Bring a 

bagged dinner in a disposable bag 

with your name on it, and maybe a 

couple dollars for hot cocoa.  

December 2
nd 

Immediately following worship in the wing. Soup and 
sandwich lunch, crafts for the holidays – all ages 
welcome!  We’ll begin Advent with some new    
creative crafts and some old favorites!!  



Notes from Murray 

Helloooooo! 

An exciting month ahead!  I love December!  So much music and joyful 
events.  We have music at Christ Congregational Church that will keep you    
steppin'!  On December 2nd, at 2:30pm, Gary Lyon will be presenting a concert of 
Christmas music that you will not want to miss!    

Also, on December 16th, the music program will be presenting our annual   
Christmas Concert at 1:00pm.  You will hear great music and favorites to usher in 
the season.   

As we head into the new year, it is nice to reflect on the music we have sung in 
choir.  Many of our new songs this season have been based on themes rather 
than specific scriptures.  It has been exciting to see how these new songs fit into 
our liturgy so well!   

As usual, it is not too late to join the choir or be a part of a hand bell ensemble.  Talk with Murray or Sylvia! 
Preparations for Lent and Easter start up soon after the new year and you can be a part of it!   

The choir has been busily preparing for Erin's ordination and you will love the music she has chosen!  Show up 
to support her as she starts a new journey! 

~Murray 

Breakfast and Beliefs will return on Saturday December 
8

th
, from 9:00-10:45 am.   

In this one session reprise, panelists will reflect on what is 
at the theological center of the Christmas story. To prepare, 
you might consider if you have a favorite bible verse, carol 
verse, or character in the Christmas story. RP is once again 
making breakfast. Sign up at the information counter so we 
have some idea about how much breakfast to make.  

Memorial Flowers – If you would like to donate altar flowers, please call the 

church office. The typical arrangement costs $40, and you may book special 

dates at any time.  We try to encourage only one arrangement per Sunday, but 

if you have a special date that someone has already booked we will reserve 

the communion table for the first bouquet booked, listing all bouquets in the 

bulletin.   

New Coffee Hour is coming!  Starting up in the New Year we will have weekly         

volunteers doing coffee hour. Anyone and everyone of all ages can sign-up. Please 

see Lorraine Wilcox and she will be happy to put you on the list! 

Gary Lyon's Christmas CD Launch Party is Sunday, Dec 2 at 
2:30pm, followed by punch and cookies.  Come for old favorites 
and new Christmas songs - the concert is free, open to the public, 
and has a special "seasonal" visitor... and not only is Gary's voice  
amazing but he has nine backup gospel singers who will knock 
your socks off.   







STEWARDSHIP SNIPPETS  
(Not Snippy, Just Zippy!) 

 

*  Awe, wonder, Joy, and thankfulness are the feelings 

prompted by Abundance: More than You Could Ever 
Imagine - Supporting Beloved Community, this year’s 
Autumn Pledge Experience. In this Beloved Community, 
we perceive an Abundance of God-given gifts of Time, 
Talent, and Treasure, and we realize that God calls us 
to share these gifts. We rejoice in being able to support 
this Beloved Community of Christ Congregational 
Church UCC with our sharing, allowing us to reach out 
in Jesus’ name. 
 

*  Sincere, heartfelt, poignant, humorous, insightful, 

Spirit-filled - all these words and more describe the   
witness presentations about Abundance and Sharing to 
support this Beloved Community of CCC. These     
compelling testimonies have moved us to tears and 
made us laugh out loud (and much in between), thus 
giving us glimpses of our own humanity and the Gift of 
God’s Grace... 
 

*  Pledge forms continue to “roll in” as part of our   

Stewardship Sundays Rolling Pledge Collection. As we 
move to the follow-up phase of our Pledge Experience, 
please continue to place your completed pledges in the 
offering plate on Sunday morning, deliver them to the 
office, or mail them in. 
 

*  Blessed and Spirit-filled Advent to all! What a joy to 

live in this Beloved Community of Abundance and  
Sharing with a sense of preparation, waiting, and      
expectation... 
 

*  God can do anything, you know - far more than you 

could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest 
dreams! God does it not by pushing us around but by 
working within us, God’s Spirit deeply and gently within 
us. Glory to God in the church! Glory to God in the  
Messiah, in Jesus! Glory to God down all generations! 
Glory through all millennia! Oh, yes! (Ephesians 3:20-21 
The Message adaptation) 
 
    ~Blessings and Joy, Jo-Ellen/Doe, Katrina, and Doug 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 CCC Harvest Fair - November 9th  
We all had such an amazing time at this year’s   
spectacular CCC Harvest Fair that we are already 
looking forward to next year!  
The 2019 Fair Date will be Saturday, November 9th. 
This one week date shift  is necessitated by the new 
Tri-State UCC Conference of Massachusetts,      
Connecticut, and Rhode Island announcing its        
Tri-State Conference Annual   Meeting for November 
2, 2019 in Worcester at the DCU Center. This    
meeting will involve members of CCC who will not be 
able to be in two places at the same time!  
Please put November 9, 2019 on the calendar! 

Intriguing Possibilities 
 
* Some items that were generously donated to this 
year’s Harvest Fair were deemed more appropriate 
and possibly more profitable for a different venue. 
Therefore, we are exploring other outlets such as 
eBay and a fine arts auction house. Proceeds from 
these sales will still be added to the CCC Harvest 
Fair fund. If these ventures prove successful, they 
may continue on as year round programs. Let’s see 
what happens!  
 
* Please be prepared to mark your calendars for   
another exciting event! After we were done donating 
leftover Harvest Fair items to a number of service 
agencies and charities, we still had lots of boxes to 
go! Not wanting anything to go to waste, we       
brainstormed possibilities and came up with the idea 
of a CCC Community Spring Yard Sale! Therefore, 
please mark your calendar on May 18, 2019 
(probably 9-2) for the Spring Zing Things Community 
Yard Sale. Yes, there will be spaces for rent if you 
want to sell any of your own Spring Zing Things. 
Please stay tuned for further details!  

(And please practice saying this tongue twister event!) 

 



Spectacular CCC Harvest Fair 2018‼️ 
 
*  An enthusiastic, heartfelt thank you to all who worked in any way/all ways on this year’s CCC Harvest Fair! You are    
amazing! On the volunteer list are 112 names! Wow! You are all spectacular!  
 
*  This 2018 Harvest Fair was both a FUN-raiser and a FUND-raiser! Not only did we have an incredible fun-filled experience 
where we got to know each other better but, as of this writing, we have surpassed the $15,500 mark of fund-raising income!  
 
*  David and Jo-Ellen both would like to thank the CCC Beloved Community for the beautiful Autumnal altar flowers on     
Sunday, November 18th. We were honored but humbly cognizant that we could not have managed this Harvest Fair without 
each and every one of you, the members of this Beloved Community! You are all in our hearts!  
 
*  And... we (David and Jo-Ellen) need (oh, believe us, we do) to proclaim a public thank you to our respective wives, Lorraine 
and Katrina! Without their constant support, hard work, amazing insights, and soft shoulders, we could not have been       
successful co-chairs. They are our rocks! Yes, as many of you have noted, Lorraine and Katrina are saints! 
 
*  What an amazing CCC Beloved Community we have! Blessings abound! Possibilities are boundless! “God can do more 
than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams.” Praise and thanks to God!  



A NOTE FROM MISSIONS 
The first Sunday of Advent is December 2nd, and the Missions Committee will have 2 Christmas Trees on      
display!  The annual Christmas Card Tree will be upstairs before and after service on Sundays.  The purpose of 
this tree will be to donate the money church members would have spent sending cards to each other – and   
donating that money to our Missions work.  We invite folks to sign a Christmas card and hang it on the      
Christmas Card Tree.  The annual Hat/Scarf/Mitten Christmas Tree will be downstairs.  Please consider       
decorating this tree with your contributions; all donations will be donated to local homeless and families in need.   

In Gathering Sunday was a success! Thank you to those 
who brought in food donations! Please consider         
donating to our food pantry throughout the winter.  Also, 
we will continue to collect 2019 calendars for Veterans 
through the end of the year.  For further ways to get   
involved with Missions work, please reach out to the  
members of the Missions Committee!  We continue to 
seek a couple of new members… 

~Heather Mitchell 

Leigh-Ann Larson is leading a support group 
for people suffering with chronic illness and  
depression every Wednesday from 4:45-6:00 
pm.  The  first 15 minutes will be an informal 
“chat time”, followed by opening prayer, a  
guided meditation for healing and then open up 
the group to discuss the meditation they       
experienced, their week, and resources that 
you find to be helpful on your journey.   
Questions? Contact Leigh Ann at (508)207-
0071. No need to sign up, just come!   

Join us every Wednesday for a hot meal!  We 
gather at 6PM for a delicious meal prepared by 
Bill Cockshaw. Please let Bill know if you have 
any food requirement/allergy ~ he tries to          
accommodate!!  Cost is $5 per person but pay 
what you can, when you can. Please sign-up at 
the information counter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Young at Heart Christmas party with turkey dinner 

will be Wednesday, December 5th at noon.  Bring a 

wrapped gift to swap, not more than $10, gender 

neutral.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all the best on your birthdays:  

Don Myers, Bob Binda, Jean Boutwell, Leo Larson, 
Scott Weatherbee Cara Harrigan, Peri Bastia,   
Connor Sullivan, Russ Gillpatrick, Emma Milton, 
Janis Creedon, Glenn Carey, Nathan Eckstrom, 
Carole Duhamel, Bobby Gair, Piper Garner-
MacKinnon, Betsy McMahon, Carolyn Bennett, 
Audrey Jones, Robbie Sinesi, Luke Creedon, Brian 
Ferguson, Stephanie Purssell.  

(listed in order of day of month from 1 to 30) 



Poinsettia Orders 

Please place your poinsettia order by December 9th. The plants will be on the chancel on December 

16th. Please indicate if you wish to take your own plant or have it delivered to a shut-in. Below is the  

order form, please fill out and return to the Church Office. You are welcome to have 4 names per plant. 

Please complete this form and return it to the church with $15 per poinsettia: 

I, ______________________________, would like to order ______ poinsettia plants for display at 

church on December 16th.  

After service on the 16th I would like to: 

____take my plant home/deliver the plant myself to a church member. 

 

___have my plant delivered to a homebound church member. 

 

___take my plant after the Dec. 24th Candlelight Service 

 

The names I would like listed on the memorial list are (4 names per plant): 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christ Congregational Church, UCC, Brockton, MA 
 Annual Fall Church Meeting Warrant 

December 2, 2018 
In accordance with Article XIII , Church Meetings, Sec. 2 of the Christ Congregational Church, UCC, Brockton, MA Bylaws 
(amended on  November 20, 2016) ; the Annual Fall Meeting of the membership has been called for Sunday, December 2, 
2018 (snow date: December 9, 2018), immediately following the 9:55AM Worship Service in the sanctuary at 1350 
Pleasant Street, Brockton, MA to act on the following articles: 

Article I      To call the meeting to order  

Article II     To hear and act on the minutes of the May 20, 2018 Church Meeting  

Article III    To hear and act on the 2019 Budget as recommended by the church Council. 
 
Article IV    To hear and act upon any other business that may properly come before the membership.  

Article V   To ratify, either individually or jointly, any action taken by the membership at this meeting in accordance 
with Article XIII, Section 3C of the church bylaws. 

Article VI To adjourn the Annual Church Meeting. 

Respectfully submitted 

Janet Eckstrom, Clerk 



CONTACT US 

 
CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 
1350 Pleasant St.,  
Brockton, MA 02301-2840 
 

Tel: 508-586-3022  

Fax: 508-583-7156 

Web: brocktonucc.org  

Email: office@brocktonucc.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday thru Friday:  
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Time:9:55 a.m. 

 

 

Christ Congregational Church, UCC 

1350 Pleasant St. 

Brockton, MA 02301-2840 

Horizons For Homeless also continue to 
need donations of new toys from our wish list 
to support the children in our programs. Visit 
our Amazon Wish List at 
www.horizonschildren.org/amazon. Toys can 
be shipped directly or dropped off in person at: 

Horizons for Homeless Children 
25 Wareham St. Suite 2-23 

Middleboro, MA 02346  
Will support children in Brockton! 

 

Hats - Scarves - Mittens - Socks 

Collected All Month! 

 

http://www.horizonschildren.org/amazon

