THE COURIER

Volume 39 No 4

WORSHIP AND
PROGRAMS:
Regular Events
Worship and Sunday School:
Sundays, 9:55AM
Adult Bells: Sundays, 8:00AM
Adult Choir: Wednesdays, 6:45PM
Afternoon Bell Ringers:
Wednesdays, 1:30PM
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 10AM
Fiber Fellowship:
2nd & 4th Tuesday, 7PM
Junior Ringers: Sundays, 11:15AM
Youth Choir: Sundays, 11:15AM
Quilt Guild: 3rd Tuesday, 1PM
Wednesday Dinner: Wednesdays,
6PM
Young at Heart: May 1st, Noon

Board Meetings
Christian Education: Apr. 11, 6PM
Council: Apr. 25, 7PM
Deacons: Apr. 4, 7PM
Finance & Property: Apr. 11, 7PM
Green Team: TBD
Missions: Apr. 8, 7:30PM
Music: Apr. 3, 8:15PM
Organ Completion Committee:
May. 8, 11:30AM
Vitality: May. 2, 7PM

Creating Beloved Community

April 2019

PASTOR’S PAGE
Easter is coming! It is a wonderful time to
be the church and to be IN church,
remembering the story of Jesus’ entry to
Jerusalem, his week of rabble rousing, his
dinner with the disciples, night in the
garden, arrest, execution, and resurrection.
We begin the week on April 14 with palms,
imagining ourselves as part of Team Jesus,
waving palms and greeting him as he held
the alternative parade that day. On Wednesday after our Wednesday
dinner, we gather for prayer and the Lamentations of Jeremiah,
foreshadowing what is to come. On Thursday we remember the last
supper in a service on Tenebrae as we go into the shadows,
remembering Jesus in the garden, Jesus betrayed. On Friday we will
again participate in the plainchant of the story of the passion. You can
observe or sing the part of the crowd – but it is not a service to miss.
Then Easter morning we begin at 6:30 with a communion service at
sunrise, enjoy breakfast, pre-service music, and the big celebration
service at 9:55.
I know some folks choose to go right from the palm parade to the
celebration of Easter, but you miss so much in between. It is a week
to observe as if you are a person in the crowd – or to imagine you are
a disciple. It is a week to ponder the meaning, the “whys” of each of
the events of the week. It is a week to step into the story. I hope
you’ll be there.
Two spiritual activities continue: collecting change for the Heifer
project – please place your box in the basket by the communion table
on Palm Sunday. If you have lost the box or forgotten it, it isn’t too
late – we won’t test the coins to learn when you placed them in the
box. No box? A Ziploc bag will do! Perhaps we’ll be able to donate a
llama ($150) or honeybees ($30) or a water buffalo ($250). Every
contribution helps.
Included in this newsletter is another opportunity, to do fifty intentional
acts of love. In the wake of another mass shooting, this one killing 50
Muslims at worship in New Zealand, our local Imam invited people to
intentionally put more love into the world,
remembering the 50 souls that were lost.
I created a chart to record your efforts,
included here. It is indeed a worthy project
that costs nothing and changes the world.
This is a holy month for us, a time to step
into the story, a time to live our faith, a time
to pay attention.
With prayers for the season,
Rev. Patricia
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION YOUTH NEWS
Hi All!
I’d like to send a big shout out to Brenda Wyss and Liz Vann. They have been doing a fantastic job this
month in the Sunday school. Tammy Blackler and Cara Harrigan were rock stars in the nursery. I
would also like to extend a thank you to Matt Howard, Michelle Young-Ferguson, and Glenn Carey
who are always willing to help out in the classes.
Our big event for this month is the Easter Egg Hunt is coming up on April 20 th! It
will be held at 10:30am. We will be accepting candy donations of individually
wrapped candy until April 7th.
April 26th we have a Mac & Cheese Cook-Off with Bill Cockshaw and Adam
Mitchell for the middle and senior high youth groups. We will be cooking the Mac and Cheese followed
by a taste test to see which recipe is better.
~Jilliann Larson, Christian Education Director
CONFIRMATION went on retreat in March to Craigville, joining with other confirmation
classes from around the conference – many thanks to Adam Mitchell and Ann-Marie Illsley
for chaperoning. Everyone had a great time!! The confirmation class will take home
communion to some of our elders on April 7th and return to the church to debrief over lunch
with the deacons, then rehearse the Easter sunrise service.
SEEKING a foosball game for our youth for fellowship hall … or
possibly a folding ping pong table. Donations welcome! Just one great
idea that came out of our parent meeting on March 24th. Many thanks
to all who attended.
GOING TO CAMP: On March 31st we were delighted to present
Silver Lake camperships to Mark Deyoe, Sarah Sparling, Hayley
Hixon, Sophia Shelley-Wyss, and Eva Sheppard-Lomba. It is not too
late to sign up for Silver Lake camp – speak to Rev. Patricia. Thanks
to everyone who contributed to these kids having a week at church
camp – it takes a village!!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – mark your calendars now for August 19th-23rd. We
will again do a full-day (9am-3pm) VBS for 5-12 year-olds, with teens welcome and
needed to be helpers. There will be a morning only group for littles (3 and 4 year
olds). More information to follow.
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
Applications are being received for college scholarships, to be awarded in
June. If you are studying post-high school (college or trade school) we would
love to support and recognize your efforts. Please email Jilliann Larson at
jilliann.a.larson@gmail.com.

AND we are assembling a list of graduates (high school and higher education). Proud
grandparents are welcome to add grandchildren to the list. Please contact the church office.

Notes from Murray
We are fast approaching our spring renewal and the signs of summer!
Easter is on the horizon with Alleluias and Amen! As we head through
Lent, the darkness of winter can feel consuming and overwhelming. We
will trudge on through the challenges of Christ's life and Passion. The
music chosen for this season is meant to give reflection and solace. This
passage from one of the choir's songs during Lent is a passage that gives
me great inspiration and hope.
"My song is love unknown,
my Savior’s love to me,
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be."
Now, on to a completely different topic; the TALENT SHOW!
If you haven't signed up for the talent show, please do so as soon as you can. The
deadline is April 7th. Before and after that, I will be reaching out to those who have signed
up to talk about your "act". So far, the acts look exciting and fun, as they have in the
past! It is going to be a great day, again! The date for the TALENT SHOW is May 5th at
1:00pm.
What a great Bach Bash (as always!)! Great music and such an experience to get to know the
instruments from Bach's time! Thank you, Donna Costa, Sylvia Berry, the committee and the guest
artists for putting on such a great concert for us and the wider community!
Sincerely,
Murray

Depot Day - May 1st from 9:00am - 2:00pm
OUR CHURCH BOOK IS COMING
In the church heavens I found a little journal of faith testimonies from 1870.
All written in one hand, apparently recorded by the church clerk. Some
were on the occasion of joining the church. One was a deathbed
conversion statement. It is an amazing window into what was happening
in the church 150 years ago.
Since then, we have committee minutes that will tell the future generations
of what the church did, but no record of what the church noticed or felt or
believed. Therefore, I am collecting essays for a book of reflections on
faith by our church members and friends, and you are invited to participate.
Your reflection might be a statement that begins “This I believe…” It might be a poem or a prayer or a
reflection on a bible verse that gets you through the night. It might be a page about an important
turning point in your faith, or you might write about your favorite hymn.
We will have a book for the archives, and will sell copies to church members as well. So far I have
about 20 wonderful submissions, and hope to get more. Parents, it would be lovely to have some
entries from children and teens as well – please consider making this a family project.
The deadline for submissions is EASTER, preferably sent in Word to pcwhayes@gmail.com.
RP

ALL CHURCH READ
The UCC has announced
an all-church read, hoping
that all UCC churches will
read the book Evicted:
Poverty and Profit in the
American City by Matthew
Desmond, winner of the
Pulitzer Prize. It is the story
of 8 families who were
evicted in Minnesota. You
are invited to read the book
over the summer and
discuss in in late
September. Copies are
available at the information
counter for $11.50.

& Beliefs

Young at Heart will next meet on MAY 1st at noon
with a spring luncheon and a program by Katrina
Clinton and Doe Fisher. Also, mark your calendar
for June 5th for our annual BBQ.

Kim Cords, Jeffrey Illsley, Chris Satcher, Lataisha
Akeke, Thomas Fisher, Fred Hayes, Amanda Davis
Maksy, Adriano Swisher Rosa, Millie Miele, Anna
Thomas, Lexy Mitchell, Jeff Johnson, Katrina
Clinton, Tamra Fisher, Debbie Bowman, Benjamin
Loftus, Sheppo Fisher

(listed in order of day of month from 1 to 30)
If you have been missing the Saturday series
‘Breakfast and Beliefs’, you have been
missing a lot! It is not too late to attend the
last two sessions: April 6th the topic will be
Interfaith and Ecumenical Conversations
and April 13th we will discuss Holy Week.
Come at 9 am for a pretty fabulous breakfast
buffet ($3). Three members will share
reflections on the day’s topic and then we
open the floor to conversation.

DOUBLE PLOTS @ KNOLLWOOD
CEMETERY in SHARON, MA
Dorothy and Vincent Holland had two burial
plots. They decided to be buried at the Melrose
plots in Brockton. The family is selling the
additional two plots in Sharon.
Please contact
Barbara Holland Moody @
moodytwos@gmail.com with
interest and questions.

OPEN AND AFFIRMING 10TH ANNIVERSARY
This October we will celebrate the 10th anniversary
of voting to be an on-the-record officially welcoming
congregation. We are planning a special
celebration – if you would like to be on the planning
team please speak to Rev. Patricia or Doug
Anderson.

SNIPPETS
(Not Snippy, Just Zippy!)

* A heartfelt thank you to all who have turned in an annual UCC fellowship dues cost contribution of
$21.30 per member. Special thanks to some who have turned in extra to help us all out! At our
congregational meeting on March 10th, we saw evidence of the many ways the UCC supports the
local congregation. When we discussed models of church transition as we approach Reverend
Patricia’s retirement, we understood that this information was/is provided by UCC resources. They
will walk these transition paths with us.
Thus far, we have received $1,993.20 from our annual dues contributions. If you wish to add your
$21.30, please join in! Green contribution envelopes are available in the upstairs narthex, at the
downstairs information counter, and in the office.

* Please note that we have had to CANCEL the CCC May 18th Yard Sale Extravaganza! (And it
sounded like so much fun...) The reason? We had a date conflict with the amazing Brockton
Symphony Orchestra Pops Chamber Music Gala which begins at 2:00 on that date at the church.
(You might want to check out tickets for this fun event.) When we tried to schedule a new date for
our yard sale, we had to look all the way into mid to late summer. (What an active church and an
active city!) By this time, we will already be organizing and working toward our November 9th
Harvest Fair! So…

* We have reorganized, consolidated, regrouped and (please feel free to explore other verbs) to make
room for receiving your always generous contributions of goods for this year’s November 9th Harvest
Fair. Yes, we are a church of abundance! If you can hold off on donations until August, that would be
terrific. If you are in the process of cleaning out, downsizing, simplifying, and have loads of
contributions ready to go now, no worries. Come on down! Please feel free to begin bringing in
donations of attic treasures, collectibles, auction items, clothing, etc. We are already forming work
teams for Central Processing which is a fancy term that means getting together to sort contributions,
visit with each other, and have a very fun time! All are welcome to join the Central Processing team!
Questions? Please speak with David Wilcox, Katrina Clinton, Doug Anderson, or Doe (J-E) Fisher.
We even have a pickup service if you need assistance. What a church! We love your contributions,
and we really love your joining us for work and fun!

* In her sermon on March 24th, Reverend Patricia’s preaching included “Fifty Intentional Acts of
Love,” an idea that came from the Imam of the Islamic Worship Center of Sharon during a vigil
following the mass shooting of fifty people who were praying at two mosques in New Zealand.
Stewardship members have begun participating in the Fifty Intentional Acts of Love activity, and we
encourage all members of this Beloved Community to join us. When we respond to evil with Love,
we are helping bring about the Peaceable Kin-dom.
Blessings, Peace, and Love, Stewardship

Thank you for your food
pantry donations to the
Christ Congregational
Church. We’re honored
you would bless us with
your generosity.
Donations like yours
make a big difference in
the work our church is
doing in the community.

Next meeting is Tuesday April 23rd from 1-3pm.
We will be working on a design for Rev. Patricia’s
quilt. All the half square triangles are sewn, cut
apart and pressed open. We can lay out different
designs and see what we like.

MAY MEETING will be a workshop on a zipper
pouch led by Carol Bradford (our craft queen). I
will publish a list of supplies in the next courier or
see Janet Eckstrom at church for a list. Date will
be Tuesday May 21st. We will have machines set
up. Questions…call Janet @ 508-583-0505.

Celebrating 85 years of a wonderful life with Ruth Copeland’s
three sons and her Christ Congregational Church family.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY RUTH!!

Hello to all from the Vitality Committee.
The annual Scholarship Dinner is upon us. The dinner will be held April
6Th at 6pm. The event will be a full evening of dining, and entertainment,
with many donated baskets to be raffled. Dinner will be a five course
Italian feast, and will be served over the evening at a leisurely pace.
The cost for the evening is $20, with all profit going directly to the
scholarship program for our many students continuing in their higher
education.
If you are not able to attend, please consider being an Angel by donating
$20, or a Star by donating $10. You may dedicate your donation to
another if you wish. All donations will be listed in the program book that
will be used at the upcoming talent show as well.
It is not too late to attend if you would like to come. Please contact the church office and let us know, so we can
get you on the list. If you would like to attend but are unable to purchase a ticket, please contact the church
office as well.
This was a very successful evening last year, and raised money for several scholarships. We hope that you will
be able to attend this year’s dinner and enjoy an evening of Food, Fellowship, and Fun! And it all benefits a
very worthy cause.
Keep an eye open for information to come regarding a Summer Dine at Seven with Seven, cookout themed
Saturday evening.
Praise God! We are an active community!
Thank you,
Keith Allen (Chair), Deana Colby, Darlene Gilson, Tricia Gross, Diane Landerholm,
Nancy Simonis, and Lauren Stott

LIFE TRANSITIONS
Baptisms
On March 24th we welcomed into the family of Christ through the sacrament of baptism Jayden
Christian Quintero and Serenity Lucy Quintero, precious children of Nicole and Marco. Blessings to
the whole family.
New Members
On March 17th we welcomed nine new members into our church:
Joyce Carroll
Getachew & Darlene Kaptimer
Henok Kaptimer & Lauren Selman-Kaptimer (pronounced cap-TEE-mer)
Jilliann Larson
Holly Matisis
Beth McIntyre
Mary Ann Selman
Thanks to the Deacons for hosting a lovely pie party after church on March 17th – oh my!!
Marriage
On March 15th Rev. Patricia was delighted to preside at the wedding of Melissa Strangis
and Paul Crane. Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Crane!
Deaths
Lois Cyr passed at age 104. Memorial service information to follow.
Rev. Ted Walker passed at age 99. His memorial service will be on Friday, 26th at Dennis Union
Church. If you would like to carpool to the service, please contact the church office.

FOR YOUR CALENDAR
(please mark these special service times now so you don’t miss out)
Sunday, April 14th – Palm Sunday (service at usual time, 9:55)
Wednesday, April 17th – Lamentations of Jeremiah, a brief service to begin the
special services of Holy Week (6:45 pm)
Thursday, April 18th – Maundy Thursday – the service of Tennebrae (7:00 pm)
Friday, April 19th – Good Friday – The Passion of Jesus according to John, led by
Murray Kidd and the choir (7:00 pm)
Saturday, April 20th - Easter Egg Hunt (10:30 am)
Sunday, April 21st – Sunrise Service led by the Confirmation Students (6:30 am)
Breakfast (7:00 - 8:45 am)
Easter Music Presentation (9:25 am)
PILGRIM DISTRICT WOMEN
Meeting, April 23, 2019
First Trinitarian Congregational Church
381 Country Way
Scituate, MA 02066
Pilgrim District Women will gather at First Trinitarian Congregational Church,
381 Country Way, Scituate, MA, for a final time, gathering at 9:30 for coffee
and fellowship. At 10:00 we will meet for devotions, followed by a short
business meeting.
The program following will be a celebration of women in the church as we
prepare to dissolve Pilgrim District Women. We are saddened to do this but
with lack of new leadership and dwindling participation, we feel that this is
important. We will be celebrating past presidents of PDW as well as the
good works that have been done by the members of the organization.
Please plan to come for the morning and then to have lunch, provided by
the ladies of FTCC. Luncheon will be free on this date.

REQUEST

We are in the
process of
updating our
records and ask
that you take the
time to complete
one of these
forms to ensure
that we have all
of your correct
information on
file. There are
printed out
forms on the
information
counter. Please
pass forms into
the office.

THANK
YOU

CONTACT US
CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
1350 Pleasant St.,
Brockton, MA 02301-2840
Tel: 508-586-3022
Fax: 508-583-7156
Web: brocktonucc.org
Email: office@brocktonucc.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday thru Friday:
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Time:9:55 a.m.

Christ Congregational Church, UCC
1350 Pleasant St.
Brockton, MA 02301-2840

